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Dear Friends: 
Our small group working it's way through the Way of St. Paul has been busy this summer seeking feedback from 
people in the pews. So far we've conducted nearly 15 intensive interviews which each lasted about an hour. 
Obviously, from 15 hours of interviewing, we got a lot of feedback! 
 

The prime focus of these interviews was on the spiritual formation of our families. We asked parents what their 
spiritual needs and struggles are. We asked them what we provide here at St. Mark's that is helpful, and what 
would be helpful for us to begin to provide. 
 

But, while we had people's attention and time, we also asked about the Sunday morning experience. We asked 
what is good, what evokes a sense of a holy, and what needs some work. 
 

As you might imagine, when you ask a broad range of people what they think, we got a broad range of opinion. 
But, there were some common themes - themes which we have already begun to address. 
 

First, we are going to try and begin our Sunday services on time. We come here to honor God, but we can also 
honor your time. 
 

Second, we are going to try some creative ways to pray together, ways which allow us all to bring those people and 
situations which are on the forefront of our hearts and minds into our common prayers, and in ways which lessen 
the temptation to tune out and think about the grocery list. 
 

Third, we are going to provide some short reflections on all scripture lessons on a Sunday morning. We read a lot 
of Bible on a Sunday morning, and usually a sermon only focuses on one of the lessons. But, what about the 
others? What's going on there, and what's the larger context? I hope to bring a little clarity there. 
 

And fourth, I am encouraging those who have announcements to pass on to the whole parish to make use of all of 
the available communication channels, and if there needs to be a spoken announcement, to make it brief. 
 

This is only the beginning, and honestly it's the low hanging fruit! But, it's a start, and a way to say that "we heard 
you." 
 

Please be patient, please let us know if you'd like to be interviewed, and please pray for us as we seek to make St. 
Mark's the place that God wants us to be, and the place which helps us all grow spiritually. 
 

Rick+ 
 

O Gracious God, even in the days which seem so uncertain, we know that you are our sure foundation. As a parish 
family we pray for wisdom, for discernment, and to live without fear of the future or unnecessary attachments to 
the past. We pray that we might be a beacon of your light for people searching for You and your love. We pray 
that you would help us welcome in those who are hurting and longing for something more, and that all of us would 
grow in our faith and commitment to you. And, we pray that this parish of St. Mark's would more and more 
become the church you want us to be. All this we pray in the Holy Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 

Warden’s Corner 
 
There have been studies claiming that people who have 

religion in their lives potentially live longer and/or have a 

better quality of life than those who do not practice 

religion.  I have my own opinions on this, but excluding 

catastrophic events, I believe generally that the following 

5 elements are mostly responsible for longevity and good 

health: 

 Good genetics 

 Routine exercise 

 Adequate Rest 

 Proper food choices 

 Lifestyle 

The only element above that cannot be totally controlled 

by an individual is genetics. There is already much 

scientific evidence about the influence of a good diet, 

getting enough rest and what fuel you put into your body. 

Lifestyle is the one that interests me the most. Lifestyle is 

pretty broadly defined, but what I am talking about is how 

a person choses to spend their time while they are awake. 

What fills their day – work, family, doing positive things 

or negative things, helping others or hurting others? What 

about religion, prayer or other introspective thought?  

 

One article I read recently indicated that religious 
Americans are reported to have more robust immune 
systems, lower blood pressure, and better recovery times 
from operations (although these claims have been 
disputed).  Attending church provides many potential 
health advantages including promotion of a healthier 
lifestyle, improved stress management, and better social 
support. Such benefits could explain why religious 
Americans live longer according to some studies. 

Contrary to the opinion stated above, countries with very 
low life expectancy are mostly very 

RUMMAGE SALE 
THANK YOU 

 
It is hard to find the right words of 

gratitude for all the time that our 

parishioners have graciously 

given to help make the Fall 2015 

Rummage Sale another successful 

fund raiser for the church.  
 

The wonderful St. Mark’s 

community really came together 

in order to accomplish all of what 

we did last week. Your donations 

were incredible and well 

appreciated by our customers, as 

we netted over $11,000.  
 

Our grand total for 2015 is over 

$20,000 – our best year yet!  
 

So thank you for all your 

assistance, donations and 

fellowship.  
 

Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlan 

and Annabelle Wilmer 

Continued on Page 3 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/stress
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/leadership


3 

The Lion's Roar 

 
 

Rector 

The Rev. Richard M. C. Morley 

Senior Warden 

Jim Martucci   604-2256 

Junior Warden 

Dawn Knill  303-7351 

Grounds 

Kevin Larner  766-1218 

Buildings 

Martha Winter 953-2009 

Outreach 

Jan Williams  690-8480 

Finance 

Martha Heiner 973-224-7045 

Stewardship 

Jenny Phillips 630-0807 

Christian Education/Youth Ministry 

Ashley Balavoine  973-549-2327 

Communications/Evangelisim 

Christine Thoma 542-9421 

Fellowship 

Anne Post 766-6621 

Membership 

Chris Marshall  350-3371 

 

Non-Vestry Positions: 

Warden Emeritus 

Teri Passarello  696-0375 

Treasurer 

Buck Kirch 647-3566 

Recording Treasurer 

Doug Post 766-6621 

Sunday School Director 

John Lyga 766-5880 

J2A Activities Coordinator 

Jackie Taylor 221-0378 

2014 Vestry 

The Lion's Roar ~ Focus on Outreach 

religious. Poorer nations are a good example. Plagues of malaria, 
parasites, dengue fever, cholera, diarrheal diseases, HIV/AIDS, etc., 
take decades off average life expectancy that is below 60 years for 
most of these countries. 
 
If you were to do your own research, you would probably find 
contrasting research results, which would vary by country, 
nationality, socio-economics, environmental factors, among others. I 
have seen people with healthy lifestyles contract disease for no 
apparent reason. But honestly, I really don’t care much about what 
the research says. I would encourage you to make your own 
observations to form your opinion. Here are some examples of what 
I have observed from the religious people that I know (mostly St. 
Mark’s people): 
 

 Kindness to others, even when they know little or nothing 
about them. 

 A desire to perform outreach for people in need. 
 A spiritual presence that clearly helps them in their own 

lives. 
 A commitment to family in faith, prayer and service. 
 The ability to get through the very toughest of times. 
 The desire and ability to help others through tough times. 
 Better outlook on life with a very positive attitude. 
 Better relationships and happiness. 
 Generosity. 

Most Americans do have the ability to choose their lifestyle. So the 
question really should be: How do you help yourself live a healthier, 
more productive life, rather than just a longer life? God probably has 
the ultimate authority of when your last day will be on earth, but you 
have the free will and ability to determine how you will live the rest 
of your life, starting today. Having religion in your life is one of the 
best ways to do this. There are so many opportunities to worship at 
St. Mark’s. You can choose to worship through prayer, song, 
outreach, rummage sales to help our community, food bank service, 
soup kitchen service, Keansburg, bells, garden for food bank, VA 
donations, dress for success, youth program, Sunday school 
program, or anything else – it is all up to you.  
 
Keep the faith. 
 
Jim Martucci 
Senior Warden 
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ST. MARK’S FINANCE COMMISSION 
Represented below is a summary of St. Mark’s operating income statement  

August 2015, Year-to-Date  
 

Operating income for August has remains above our budget projection.   Pledge donations throughout the summer 
months helped us to stay ahead of expectation.   Steady Building Use Donations, Plate and other Donations have 
helped Total Operating Income to be 101%  of our budget goal for August.      
 
Operating expenses for year-to date 2015 exceeded our budget by $ 3,387 which is an improvement over the earlier 
months of the year.     
 
Net operating income  for August  2015 is slightly behind our budget expectation at  ($ 550).   
 
Net operating income  for February 2015  remains under budget  
 

Finance FYI - Mortgage Facts 
 

- Our current mortgage was refinanced just a few years ago at a rate of 4.75%   
- As of 12/31/14 outstanding principal is $476,185.61 
- For the year 2014, $22,911.54 of interest and $11,295.54 of principal was paid for a total of $34,207.08. 

 Actual  Budget  Variance 

Pledges 181,674  183,680   (2,006) 

All Other Donations   61,081    56,238     4,843 

Operating Income 242,755  239,918     2,837 

      

Operating Expenses 261,404  258,017     3.387 

      

Net Operating Income ($18,649)   ( $ 18,099)   ($  550)  

Under the direction of Father Rick, a small committee has 
been formed to lead our parish’s Way of St. Paul Program, 
sponsored by our diocese. There are roughly 25 other local 
Episcopal churches participating as well. The goal of the 
program is to help us all form thriving, healthy, growing 
churches. 
 
The program is designed to help us understand the many 
challenges of the 21st century, recognizing that the place 
of the church in society is changing from what it once was.  
Consultants engaged by the diocese are encouraging us to 
think “outside the box” and to use the many 
communication tools available today. Making better use of 
podcasts, videos and other internet tools, for example, can 
help us foster people’s faith and subsequently, grow our 
church in new ways. After several committee meetings 
here and two large diocesan-wide coaching sessions, 
we’ve been exploring how we can be a stronger church for 
the future and assessing what steps we might take to get 
there. 
 

This is an 18-month long process in which we will talk to 
people in the parish, examine areas we need to improve 
upon, fine tune existing programs and try out some new 
programs.  We intend to focus on all aspects of parish life 
over time.  
 
A small example of a change we recently made is the 
inclusion of a scripture overview in each service bulletin. 
Based on comments that some of the scripture seemed 
difficult to understand, Father Rick has written and added 
a short summary of how the scripture passages work 
together each Sunday.   
 
We are just beginning this process and we welcome your 
comments. Our committee members are as follows:  
Claudia Hughes, Jim Martucci, Bev Moore, Martha 
Winter, Ann Millan, and Father Rick. 
 
Most importantly, we would appreciate your prayers for 
discernment and wisdom as regards our beloved church. 

The Way of St Paul 
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October 
Birthdays 

 

10/1 Meredith Ogden 
10/2 Caitlyn Matthews 
 Evan Matthews 
10/4 Jason Wiatroski 
10/8 Jennifer Solon 
 Libby Denechaud 
 Alexander Sockolof 
10/9 Danielle Gogerty 
10/10 Ryan Morrell 
10/11 Bill Richardson 
10/13 Janet Williams 
10/14 Phoebe Menter 
 Anne Post 
10/15 Betsy Coffin 
 Molly Walsh 
 Elizabeth Walsh 
10/16 Corey Starr 
 Lillie Tuthill 
10/17 Justin Lazo 
10/18 Ann Rosenblum 
10/20 Yvonne Tipson 
10/21 Daniel Ittycheria 
10/22 Ella Hargy 
10/24 Ally Denechaud 
10/26 James Post 
10/28 Jennie Chipparullo 
 Adelaida Conover 
 Eileen Ware 
10/30 Karen Morley 
 Paige Salmon 
10/31 Chip Hughes 
 

Anniversaries 
10/2 Tom & Sharon Defeo 
10/5 Bernie & Meg Jewson 
10/7 Jeff & Martha Heiner 
10/11 Greg & Laura Begg 
 Bill & Adriane Walsh 
10/12 Chip & Claudia Hughes 
 Ben & Winny Hargy 
10/17 Bob & Dottie Dauernheim 
10/24 Jim & Carol DeCoste 
 

Fellowship News 

 
Picnic 2015: 
September is a beautiful time of year to picnic, and our annual parish 
picnic this year was no exception.  The weather was grand, and the 
location (Boudinot-Southard-Ross farm on Maple Avenue) was stunningly 
beautiful.  What could be better than a church service outside, right next to 
the community garden?   Following the service we shared in the delicious 
picnic fare.  Children ran around the open grounds, parents spread out 
blankets for wee ones under the large pines, and everyone chatted amiably, 
while enjoying a buffet of grilled hamburgers, hot dogs and many great 
salads and desserts.  Thank you to everyone who carried in the grills, and 
manned them, brought over tables and chairs from the church, brought 
food to share, and just made the day so much fun for everyone else. Thank 
you for the games, John Lyga, for what’s a picnic without sack races and 
water balloon toss?  We’ll look forward to seeing you all at the picnic next 
year. 
 
Looking Ahead - Progressive Dinner:- “Autumn in the Hills” to be held on 
Saturday November 14. 
Carol DeCoste is chairing this event.  Details of the evening can be found 
in the article on page 11.  
 
Anne Post, Fellowship Chair 
annesandrapost@gmail.com   908-766-6621 

Dear St. Marks, 
 
Thank you all so very much for welcoming me so warmly into your parish! 
I’m looking forward to the opportunity to be with you all for the next 
several months, as I prepare for graduation from seminary and my 
ordination. 
 
I grew up in Watchung and attending the Church of the Holy Cross, which 
is now my sponsoring parish for ordination. While pursuing my degree in 
English Education at the University of Delaware, I was active in campus 
ministry at the branch, provincial and national levels and enjoyed summer 
internships at Episcopal ministries in New Jersey and Mississippi. After 
college, I spent a year as an Episcopal missionary in Cape Town, South 
Africa, where I worked in campus ministry. Now, I am in my third and 
final year at General Seminary in Manhattan, balancing my time here with 
taking my last few courses there. 
 
I look forward to getting to know all of you as I get more involved in the 
life of the parish, helping with dinner church, youth group & more! 
 
Peace, 
Ann K. Urinoski 

mailto:annesandrapost@gmail.com
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When Jenny Phillips asked me to write something on 
the subject of stewardship, I thought of a passage from 1 
Timothy which I have mulled over for several years. 
Across time, different parts of the two verses have spoken 
to me and caused me to reflect. 

“Command those who are rich in this present world 
not to be arrogant, nor to put their hope in wealth which 
is so uncertain but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and 
to be generous and willing to share.”  1 Timothy 6:17-18  

When I first ran across these verses, I was studying the 
whole book of 1 Timothy and I read right over them 
without much thought. If anything, I thought the verses 
were for someone else, not me, because I surely didn’t feel 
rich. My Bible Study leader, however, chose them for a 
more careful meditation. 

Most folks reading this don’t feel rich. But once we 
cover the cost of our basics in life, many of us do have 
something left over.  How do we choose to spend that?  Do 
we look for ways to be helpful or do we get pulled into our 
materialistic society’s falsehoods?  It can be easy to do and 
easy to lose perspective on our many blessings from God. 

Let’s look at the second part of the same sentence. 
When I first read this, Enron/Bernie Madoff/ and the 2007-
8 downturn had not happened.   But, then, all of the 
financial turmoil began to happen and the second part 
began to sink into my thoughts: “... don’t put your hope in 
wealth which can be so uncertain.”  In our culture today, 
we don’t consider money to be uncertain.  We expect our 
bank accounts to be there, our insurance to pay up and our 
savings to grow until we need them. Isn’t that quite an act 
of faith?  Paul is warning us not to do that. He isn’t saying 
to be ashamed of having money to spend, but rather to be 
aware of depending on our wealth......instead of depending 
on God. 

The next part is one I struggle with--it says God 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. When I 

consider that phrase with my worldly eyes, I come up with 
lots of examples of how God seems to fall short. We are 
not all in financial clover as Christians. But, I think when I 
consider it with my heart, what I am hearing is that God 
richly provides us with what we need and He wants us to 
enjoy it.....not yearn for what we don’t have.  What Paul is 
saying to me here is to trust God.........do what He asks and 
He will provide for you what you need. This is an act of 
faith and scary to do.  Yet, I also know that many times 
when I have asked for help in prayer, His response is far 
richer than anything I could imagine on my own.  

So, I think where Paul is going here is that he is 
recommending a state of mind. He is saying don’t put your 
faith in your assets. They are not certain things and God 
will provide for you. His advice really is about our 
hearts.........how do we live.....do we trust God to take care 
of us.........do we share what we have? 

And, that’s where I end up.......with the word “share”.  
Over the years, the word “share” has taken on a greater 
prominence in this passage for me. When we share 
something, we are being open and generous. This again is 
good for our hearts. And, that is the wisdom of God. He 
doesn’t need our assets but He does want our sharing 
hearts. 

I have always found the St Mark’s parishioners to be 
generous and sharing people. It has been a joy over the 
years to see people step up and donate their time and 
financial resources to various projects.  In this season of 
stewardship, we invite you to share your financial gifts 
with St. Mark’s. 

Thank you! 
Claudia Hughes 

St. Mark’s Stewardship 

FOODBANK 
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September Song 2015 
 
Light Opera of New Jersey is proud to present the 21st Annual September Song, a double billing of Warren Martin’s 
The True Story of Cinderella and Gilbert and Sullivan’s Trial by Jury.September Song celebrates the whimsical 
form of the operetta and is LONJ’s joyous start to our 2015-2016 season. Come enjoy this comic pairing of shows, 
which sing of confused lovers and uncertain happily-ever-afters! 
  
Directed by Joanna Hoty Russell, The True Story of Cinderella offers a clever twist on the traditional story that is 
sure to delight your whole family. Warren Martin charmingly tells the tale of how the Prince really found Cinderella 
and what became of her Stepmother and Stepsisters. 
 
Trial by Jury, a humorous story of a runaway bridegroom who is being sued by his bride, will leave you laughing in 
your seats.  This operetta was the first success that Gilbert and Sullivan wrote together, and LONJ is thrilled to 
presenting it for the third time in our 21 year history. It is directed by William Corson with accompaniment by Krista 
Sweer. 
  
LONJ is a premier operetta, opera, and musical theater company founded in 1995 by William Corson, executive 
producer, and Lauran Corson, artistic director. 
  
The 21st Annual September Song will be presented October 9th, 10th, 16th, and 17th at 8:00 PM and October 11th at 2 
PM at St Mark’s Episcopal Church, 140 South Finley Avenue, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920.   
 
Buy tickets at  http://www.lonj.org/tickets/or by calling 908-655-6023. Tickets are $20-$30.  For information about 
Student Rush rates and group ticket deals, visit www.lonj.org/tickets/ 
 
Starring in The True Story of Cinderella: 

Richard Morley (Basking Ridge, NJ) as the Narrator 
John Lamb (Randolph, NJ) as the King 
Jamie Baer Peterson (New Providence, NJ) as the Queen 
Hanne Dollase (Rockaway, NJ) as the Stepmother 
Samantha Dango (Cranford, NJ) and Emily Byrne (Bayonne, NJ) as the Stepsisters 
Elena Bird (Morristown, NJ) as the Fairy Godmother 
Alex Corson (Morristown, NJ) as the Prince 
Laura Zupa D’Avella (Essex Fells, NJ) as Cinderella 
Frank Skokan (Bedminster, NJ), Tom Donelan (Whippany, NJ), and Michael Baruffi (Randolph, NJ) as the 
Hermits 
Anthony Alberti (New Providence, NJ) as the Herald 

  
Starring in Trial by Jury: 

David Simon (Berkeley Heights, NJ) as the Learned Judge 
Samantha Dango (Cranford, NJ) as the Plaintiff 
Alex Corson (Morristown, NJ) as the Defendant 
Tom Donelan (Whippany, NJ) as the Counsel for the Plaintiff 
John Lamb (Randolph, NJ) as the Usher 
Sam Shaw as the Foreman of the Jury 
Taylor Kurilew, Katie Carrey, Jaime Lee Maraviglia, Joanna Hoty Russell, Emily Byrne, Hanne Dollase, 
Jonathon Feinstein, Heath Weisberg, Michael Barruffi, Anthony Alberti, Rick Morley, Frank Skokan, and 
Changkuo Hseih as the Jury and Spectators 

  
100% of the proceeds from September Song go to St. Mark’s!! 

http://www.lonj.org/tickets/or%20by%20calling%20908-655-6023
http://www.lonj.org/tickets/
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St. Mark’s Youth Groups at the Annual Picnic 

The whole gang—VBS 

HAPPENINGS AT ST. MARK’S 

Fall Rummage Sale 

Foodbank 
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In this fourth article of our solar panel series, we focus 
on “Environmental Stewardship and the Future of Solar 
and Renewable Energy.”   

 
As our understanding of the causes and impacts of 

climate change continues to increase, and as the costs of 
solar and other forms of renewable energy continue to 
decrease, the use of solar and other renewable energy 
sources is increasing rapidly.   And since the sun 
generously provides the earth with over 1200 times its 
total energy needs every single day, it makes perfect sense 
to take advantage of this vast source of free clean energy.  

 
New Jersey, with parishes like St Mark’s playing an 

important role, has implemented one of the most 
aggressive Renewable Energy Portfolio Standards (RPS) 
in the United States.  New Jersey currently has the 6th 
highest solar electrical energy generating capacity among 
all 50 states with more than 35,000 Solar Panel 
installations on residential and business rooftops.  In 2014, 
all new electrical energy generating capacity installed in 
New Jersey was solar.  New Jersey’s RPS requires each 
electrical energy supplier/provider serving retail customers 
in the state to procure 22.5% of the electrical energy it 
sells in New Jersey from qualifying renewable energy 
sources by Energy Year 2021 (June 2020 – May 2021). In 
addition, the RPS also contains a separate solar specific 
provision which requires suppliers/ providers to procure at 
least 4.1% of their electrical energy sales from qualifying 
solar electric generation facilities by Energy Year 2028 
(June 2027 – May 2028). 

 
Meeting these RPS requirements is good for New 

Jersey both financially and environmentally.   In 2006, in 
order for solar panel installations to be financially viable, 
the state of NJ provided direct financial rebates to 
purchasers of solar panel installations of up to 50% or 
more of the installed price.  As the price of solar generated 
electrical energy has decreased, so has the need for large 
rebates to make solar panel installations financially viable, 
and in 2012 the state of NJ completely phased out these 
financial rebates.  But the state of NJ continues to 
encourage solar panel installations by offering a market-
based program relying on an active market for Solar 
Renewable Energy Certificates (SRECs).  One SREC is 
issued to a solar panel owner for each 1 megawatt hour of 
electrical energy generated during the first 15 years of the 
installation’s life. One way that the electrical power 
suppliers can meet the RPS requirements is by purchasing 
SRECs, which provides solar panel owners additional 
revenue for the first 15 years of their project’s life.  St 
Mark’s pre-sold all our SRECs to Sun Farm Network in 
2006 for $48,870. 

 
The concept of solar community gardens promises to 

make electrical energy generated by solar panels even 
more attractive then it is today.   Rather than putting solar 
panels on your roof or property, you purchase your solar 
panels and they are installed in a solar community garden 
with full time professional staff to install, maintain, and 
monitor the facility.  You receive full retail credit for the 
electrical energy generated by your solar panels located in 
a solar community garden, but without the need to install 
or maintain solar panels on your roof or property.  This 
concept shows great promise for increased safety and 
efficiency, particularly in cities where rooftop space is 
scarce or for homeowners whose properties are heavily 
shaded. 

 
We hope you found this four-part series of articles on 

St Mark’s solar panels both enjoyable and informative.  
Should you have additional questions on our solar panels 
or on the future of solar and renewable energy, please feel 
free to reach out to Jeff Hooper, Teri Passarello, Carole 
Pasquale, Ann Millan, or Martha Winter.  

Our Solar Panels 

 
Fall Gathering 

Women of St. Mark's 
  

Wed. Oct 14, 2015 at 6:30 pm 
  

Enjoy the hospitality and fall decor 
of hostess Lisa Keenan 

  
Sign up in the LINK for appetizer,  

casserole, salad, dessert 
  

Call or email Carol DeCoste 766-0408 
or g.decoste@yahoo.com 

for further info or reservations 
  

Bon Appetite!  

mailto:g.decoste@yahoo.com
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Come one Come All… 
Participate in the Coffee Hour Challenge 

 

What an exciting time 
to be a Christian, as the 
church body around the 
world opens up to embrace 
and celebrate the oneness 
of humanity, through the 
unity that connects us all, 
in humility and 
compassion as taught by 
Jesus. 

As we watch the 
external struggles in society, we see a call for greater 
compassion and humanity toward all people. As in Father 
Rick’s Homily, at the church picnic, he articulated that it 
is only through compassion and acceptance of one 
another we create a loving home in our faith 
practice.  Without such unity the Church itself not only 
fails to express its Christian beliefs, but it also fails to 
thrive. 

In this moment at St. Mark’s a shift taking place, a 
change of course, systems are being put into place to 
offer more congregational participation in the creation of 
our Sunday worship. through a more balanced 
distribution of the elements that create our Sunday 
worship. For example, the Sunday School education is 
now to be shared by many volunteers through a common 
system of educational tools we can all access and apply. 
The next opportunity is the Fellowship Hour following 
the service. 

The Fellowship Hour is due for its make-over, it is 
time for it to be a more fully shared expression of the 
celebration of our faith and faith practices each Sunday 
morning. Through fellowship we experience the unity, 
and joy of the St. Mark’s congregation. We have an 
opportunity to enjoy supportive relationships, and to 
collect informally together in our faith. 

Since this is a great opportunity to express our 
gratitude for our church family and to celebrate our unity, 
we will invite each and every family to take one or more 
Sunday’s a year to express their gratitude for St. Mark’s 
fellowship through The Coffee Hour Challenge.  The 
refreshment offering can be as simple as donuts and milk, 
to family inspired homemade goodies. Please do not 
hesitate to join in the celebration in the wonderful unity 
of faith in Christ each Sunday through your joyful 
contributions! Take the Coffee Hour Challenge and 
express your gratitude for all St. Mark’s brings to your 
life and the life of those you love. A sign up opportunity 
will be made available. 

 

JOURNEY TO ADULTHOOD 
(Teen Youth Groups) 

 
The three Youth Groups reunited at Ross Farm on 
September 20th.  Hopefully they're looking forward to a 
great year of learning, bonding, traveling, community 
service and fun activities.  The classes are grouped as 
follows: 
 
6th & 7th graders will make up a brand new Rite 13 class 
8th & 9th graders graduate to the J2A curriculum 
10th, 11th and 12th graders will form the YAC (Young 
Adults in Church) group 
 
Each group will meet at 9am, in their designated rooms, 
on: Oct. 4, Oct. 18, Nov. 1, Nov. 15, Dec. 6 and Dec. 20.  
The 2016 dates will be announced in the near future. We 
will also be adding dates for service and fun activities. 
 
After the 9am class, each tween/teen is encouraged to 
attend the 10am Service.  We've attempted to send 
emails, with further details, to all eligible young adults.  
If you have a Middle or High School student and have 
not been contacted, or if you have any questions/
comments/suggestions pertaining to the Journey to 
Adulthood program, please contact Jackie Taylor at 
djjataylor@aol.com. 

Spreading Some Sunshine 
In the not too distant past, we used to have a group of 
folks that were available to visit parishioners who were 
no longer able to get out and about like they used to.  The 
group spread a little sunshine in the lives of those they 
visited. 

If you have some spare time and could spend some of it 
visiting with parishioners please contact Nancy 
Brangaccio. 

mailto:djjataylor@aol.com
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YMCA-St. Bernard’s Program Offers 
Computer Lab, Tutoring and Homework Help, 

Seeks Additional Adult and High School Volunteers 
 

An after-school program sponsored by the Somerset Hills YMCA and St. Bernard’s Church is offering free 
tutoring, homework help and computers with internet access to local K-8 students.  The program is taught by high 
school students and supervised by adult volunteers. 

More adult and high school volunteers are needed, though, to ensure consistent three-person coverage and 
flexible scheduling. 

The program runs through the school year and is held in a classroom in St. Bernard’s Parish House from 3 to 
5:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, with adult volunteers staying a half hour later to handle closing details.  Six 
desktop computers donated by the Chubb Group are available for students’ use.  Additional computers donated by the 
Somerset Hills School District will be added as needed. The Parish House at 88 Claremont Road, Bernardsville, is 
within walking distance of the Bernardsville Middle and Elementary Schools. 

St. Bernard’s launched this satellite learning initiative as part of its community outreach efforts, with a 
particular focus on providing resources to local Latin American residents. 

Adults and high school students wishing to volunteer are required to be registered as a YMCA volunteer, a 
simple process with no cost.  For high school students, the program can count toward their community service hours. 

For more information, please contact: 
 from the Somerset Hills YMCA, Sylvia Velez, (908) 766-7898 (ext. 530) or via email at 

svelez@somersetcountyymca.org; or Nick Lomauro at (908) 766-7898 (ext. 393) or via email at 
youthdirector@somersetcountyymca.org;  

 or from St. Bernard’s, Elisabeth Fraser at (908) 766-5247 or via email at eaf@fraserresearch.org; or Sue 
Smith at (908) 953-0301 or via email at sesmith1000@gmail.com. 

“Autumn in the Hills”  
Progressive Dinner, November 14th 

 
Join us on Saturday, November 14 at 6pm for Hors d’oeurves (location TBD). From there we will split up and go off to 
dinner at various homes (7:30pm) and then all meet back at 9:30 for dessert.   
 

Autumn in the Hills Menu 
 

 Stuffed Pork Roast with gravy 

 Sweet Potato Soufflé 

 Champagne Carrots 

 Harvest Salad 
 
We need hosts for Hors d’oeurves and dessert (approximately 50 people) and also 6 dinner hosts (8-10 people).  Please 
call or email Carol Decoste if you are willing to be a host, 766-0408 or g.decoste@yahoo.com. 
 
Those who attend will need to bring either an appetizer or dessert to share.   
 
Please talk to your friends and plan to come—it’s a fun evening! 

mailto:svelez@somersetcountyymca.org
mailto:youthdirector@somersetcountyymca.org
mailto:eaf@fraserresearch.org
mailto:sesmith1000@gmail.com
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A selfie with newlyweds, Mr. and Mrs. Bryan and 
Melissa Malinak. Melissa is the daughter of Howard and 
Shirley Baker. The gorgeous wedding was on Labor Day 

weekend.  

George Helmke celebrated another birthday while 
volunteering at the rummage sale. We all celebrated 
with cake!  

The baptism of Avery Kathleen Wolff in 
Mantoloking. Avery is the granddaughter of 

Jim & Patty Lunny.  

MORE HAPPENINGS AT ST. MARK’S 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Ridge Oak 
Service, 
10am 

2 3 

4 
8am Rite I 
10:00am Rite 
II  in parish 
hall 
Pet Blessing 

5 6 7 
Chapel @ 9am 
 
Keansburg Soup 
Kitchen 
 
smARTS 

8 9 
September 
Song 

10 
September 
Song 

11 
8am Rite I 
10:00am Rite 
II  in parish 
hall 
September 
Song 

12 
 
Warden & 
Finance 
Meetings 

13 
 
Holly Manor 
Service, 
10:45am 

14 
Chapel @ 9am 
 
smARTS 

15 
September 
Song 

16 
September 
Song 

17 
September 
Song 

18 
8am Rite I 
10:00am Rite 
II   
 

19 
 
Vestry Meet-
ing, 7:30pm 

20 21 
Chapel @ 9am 
 
Keansburg Soup 
Kitchen 
 
smARTS 

22 23 24 

25 
8am Rite I 
10:00am Rite 
II   

26 27 28 
Chapel @ 9am 
 
smARTS 

29 30 31 

October 2015 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
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Date Lay readers Acolytes Ushers 

10/4/2015 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Feast of St Francis of Assisi - Pet Blessing 

8:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Jeff Hooper   J. DeCoste 

        

10:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Ann Urinoski Rob Pierson B. Walker 

  P&Ch Chuck Knill Jeremy Richardson M. Hale 

  LR2 Lauren Corson Hannah Richardson   

    Brandon Pierson   

        

10/11/2015 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost      

8:00 a.m. (HC) Boyd McKoane 

    

10:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Christian Luongo Martin Hale K. Williams 

  P&Ch Lea O'Shea Liam Thoma J. Martucci 

  LR 2 Christian Luongo Spencer Thoma   

    Mattie Morley   

        

10/18/2015 Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost  

8:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Jackie Kahle 

        

10:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Dawn Knill Robert Phillips T. Opremcak 

  Ch Christina Creighton Jenny Phillips L. Rose 

  Pr Jeanne Wyatt Ben Larner   

  LR 2 Nancy Opremcak Abby Spindler   

        

10/25/15 Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost      

8:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Doug Post   H. Woods 

        

10:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Katie Williams Sean Gogerty R. Thoma 

  P&Ch Roger Conover Brandon Pierson N. Graff 

  LR 2 Tom Mooney Jeremy Richardson   

   Hugo Balavoine   

April 


