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The Lion's Roar  

 

I was sitting at a table and witnessed the sharing of the wisdom of the generations. On one side of the table 
was a mother whose son had recently gotten a smartphone. On the other side was another mother whose 
children had both graduated college. One mother had lots of questions about what it meant to be a Christian 
parent raising a child in this time, and another mother had an opportunity to share her own experience. 
 
That one conversation sparked an idea. 
 
St. Mark's is a community rich in people with experience and wisdom. Every Sunday, four generations gather 
under one roof to pray, learn, serve, and grow. Each week those generations band together to make a differ-
ence in people's lives. But, maybe we've been missing an opportunity for us to intentionally come together to 
share our wisdom.  
 
Not in the sense of telling people what to do, but in the sense of sharing what some people, and some house-
holds, have found to work for them. When we come together to share our collective wisdom, we won't all 
come away with the same thing, but we will have the opportunity to be shaped and informed by the sharing.  
 
On January the 29th we are going to have our first "Wisdom Gathering," where we are going to come togeth-
er and talk about parenting amidst technology and social media. We hope this to be a true meeting of the gen-
erations, where wisdom is shared, questions are asked, and people come away feeling more informed and 
more connected.  
 
I also hope that this is something that we'll want to invite others to, even if they aren't a part of St. Mark's. 
This issue is something we are all working through, in one way or another. And to do so as a full community, 
rich in experience and wisdom, has the potential to be amazing.  
 
See you there. 
 
 
 
Rick+  

January, 2016 
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The Progressive Dinner was SUCH a great event!  Stewardship 
 

 
Having served a full year on the Vestry Iôm blown away by all that everyone does behind the scenes at St. 
Markôs.   
 
Stewardship is sharing time, talent and treasures and you at St. Markôs do all of that in abundance.  Of 
course, we know we have a marvelous rector, Father Rick, as our leader who enlightens us with his wisdom 
from Bible stories, leading us in worship, and is always there to counsel and help.  Our deacon, Ann, is 
ready and willing to assist him.  Not forgetting the lovely Ann in the office who is so efficient.  But, did you 
know that there are many people on and off the Vestry who make everything run smoothly at St. Markôs?   
From having acolytes and readers ready to serve at the well-prepared altar.  Beautiful music to give Glory to 
God and to enhance our worship.  We have special healing prayers to heal those in need.  Flowers and 
Christmas greenery to make a gorgeous space to worship.  We have fellowship with coffee hour (did you 
sign-up yet?) and advent brunch.  Our fundraisers are fun ï think rummage sale.   
 
Then thereôs all the food with outreach at Keansburg, Somerset County Food Bank, Morristown Soup Kitch-
en and the garden at Boudinot.  We have leaders in Christian education to teach our young ones and were-
nôt they all fantastic at the Creche service! We have a flourishing youth group.  Did I mention the finance?  
Yes, there are parishioners who make sure all the church accounts are in order and within budget. We have 
lights and heat, a level pathway to the church and itôs cleared of snow when we have the fluffy/icy/slushy 
stuff.  
 
As we head into a new year maybe thereôll be something you are drawn to and would like to participate?  
Thank you so much for making St. Markôs so very special, and thank you for your pledge card too! 
 
Jenny Phillips 

                                                   
Wardenôs  Report     

 
Itôs hard to believe 2015 is over! I hope everyone enjoyed their Christmas and New Yearôs celebrations.   
With the year now over I need to say a few words about the outgoing Vestry. Even though I was involved for 
only a short time this past year, it was a pleasure working with such a hard working, dedicated group of peo-
ple.  I want to thank those members completing 3 year terms, Kevin Larner in Grounds, Ashley Balavoine in 
Christian Education, and Chris Marshall in Membership. You will all be missed. Jim Martucci, our Senior 
Warden, will be completing his 2 year term. Itôs hard to put into words the tireless effort and passion Jim has 
put into his position as Warden. St. Markôs is in a better place today because of his leadership. Thank you 
Jim. This year we also welcomed a seminarian, Reverend Ann Urinoski, into our St. Markôs family. Ann has 
certainly jumped right into our day-to-day activities and programs! Thank you Ann. 
  
St. Markôs is a great place with great people. We do so many things well from our music to our outreach  
programs, from fellowship to our worship services.  I think we are in such a good place now because of our 
Rector. Thank you Rick for your spiritual guidance and your vision for St. Markôs. The future is bright! 
 
Happy New Year!!! 
 
Peace, 
Bruce Walker 
Junior Warden  
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