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The Lion's Roar 

 March, 2016 

WORSHIP Q&A with Deacon Ann 
 

Fr. Rick: In worship, I think we try and create a space where through the prayers, readings, sermon, music, and Holy  
Communion, people can experience the Presence of God. A space where if they are having a hard time, they can be 
lifted up. Where if they are filled with anxiety and tiredness from the busyness of life, they can find some peace. 
Where if they are grateful and feeling blessed, they can offer their gratitude and praise to God. Where if they are 
yearning to be closer to God, they can find the strength and wisdom to take that next step. 
 

For you, does our worship at St. Mark’s help you in those regards? Does it lift you up? Do you find peace? Is it a 
place where you can adequately praise? Do you find strength and wisdom?  
Briefly explain. 
 
Deacon Ann: One of the things I love about serving at St Mark’s is all of the different experiences: Rite I, Rite II, and   
Dinner Church. I enjoy the quiet simplicity of the 8am service and the space it contains to appreciate the  
Rite I liturgy. While having this space is important for my prayer life in making space to listen and remember the inten-
tionality of each motion, Rite II is what I grew up on and what has always kept me coming back to the church. At the 
10 o’clock, I get to worship with the rich church music that I’ve always loved in a large procession with acolytes, a 
choir, and a eucharistic minister.  Lay and clergy get to work together glorifying God with a gospel procession and a 
gathering around the table at the eucharistic prayer, all with beautiful music. A mix of space for silence, meditation 
through music, and intentionality of action are very important to me in my worship life and I have an opportunity for 
all of these things at St Mark’s 
 
Rick: For you, was there an aspect of our worship in the past year that particularly moved you? 
 
Ann: I loved the crèche service. What made it so special to me is how many members of the community here were able 
to be involved. It was a lay led worship event and as important as it is to me to have Eucharist every Sunday, I loved 
how kids and parents and choir members and church musicians were at the heart of making that service happen 
 
Rick: For you, is there an aspect of our worship that prevents spiritual growth or engagement? 
 
Ann: Honestly, the thing that gets to me the most is the microphone. While it’s simple to tell whether it’s on or off 
when I look at it, I hate having to pull it out and check, whether that’s when I’m front-and-center during the gospel 
procession or when I’m bidding the Prayers of the People from the side.  Either way, it pulls me out of the moment, 
and when I’m visible, I worry about the effect of my actions on others experiences of worship.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Holy Week Services: 
Palm Sunday     8am & 10am in the Sanctuary 
Maundy Thursday   Dinner Church with St. John’s, 7pm 
        In our Parish Hall 
Good Friday     St. John on the Mountain, 7pm 
Easter Vigil     The Ross Farm with St. John’s, 7pm 
         North Maple Avenue 
Easter Sunday     8am & 10am in the Sanctuary 
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The Progressive Dinner was SUCH a great event!  

Rick: Is there a moment that you can think of where during a worship service you were particularly moved or inspired? 
Briefly describe. 
 
Ann: Transitioning from serving as a lay person here to serving as a deacon has been so amazing, and while my role has 
changed in many ways, there are some things that have stayed the same. I love how the entire altar party gathers 
around Rick for the eucharistic prayer, showing that we as a community are recommitting ourselves to Christ through 
this sacrament of bread and wine. I grew up in a church where the priest has to face away from the congregation for 
the eucharistic prayer, since the altar is still against the back wall, but when I was in college and discerning my call to 
ordained ministry, I worshipped at a church where the whole community was invited to gather around the alter during 
the eucharistic prayer. When our altar party gathers up there each Sunday, it makes me think of the whole church 
community of both St Mark’s and the wider church. 
 
Rick: If you could change one thing to make your experience of worship at St. Mark’s more meaningful, what would it 
be? 
 
Ann: In reflecting on my experience, the one change I would make is in how we set the table for communion. We have 
three vessels for bread and two for wine, and since some of that bread is already consecrated, I think we could do with 
one or two fewer vessels. Also, we don’t always get the gospel book, the veil, the pall, and the burse (ie the 
“vestments” that cover the cup and plate throughout the first portion of the service) off of the altar, creating clutter 
around the gifts that should be our focus. I love how the whole altar party gathers around the table for the eucharistic 
prayer and I think a few small changes could help us better convey visually where our focus is. 
 
Peace, 
Rev. Ann 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Healing Prayer 

 I’d like to talk about Healing Prayer this month. I have had many people ask when or why they should come for pray-
er. Sometimes, they ask what they should say if they do stop by. Or, whether they need to give out any details if they 
want to be private and not share specifics. So, let me try and give you some thoughts: First, all of us have had things 
happen either to ourselves or to someone we care about. Most of us have had that phone call or email with bad news 
that makes our hearts heavy. These are times to come for healing prayer. Share your sadness with others and lighten 
your heart with prayers. Ask God for help and guidance during your sadness. Let us pray with you for something good 
to come from something bad or difficult. There are other times, sometimes more straight forward in nature........we 
need healing for our knees or other body parts. Or, we have an extended family member who needs healing. These, 
too, are times to come. Let us raise our hearts together to Jesus and ask for healing and a return to good health. 
Sometimes, we are just overwhelmed with life and we need some clarity. Or, we have a big decision to make and want 
God’s guidance. We are looking for discernment. At times, we don’t want to say exactly what is the problem but it is 
weighing on our hearts. Again, it is perfectly fine to show up and say so. When you come up for prayer, we will simply 
pray together and ask God to hear us. One of us speaks out loud, but all three of us will speak with our hearts. Then, if 
you like, we will anoint with some healing oil as a sign of God’s promises to us. Please know how profoundly blessed 
we all feel to pray together with you. I really can’t think of a bigger blessing than to offer up to God our desires and 
our needs. Truly, it is a privilege and we all feel honored to do so with our fellow parishioners.  
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The Lion's Roar ~ Focus on Outreach 

 
 

Rector 

The Rev. Richard M. C. Morley 

Senior Warden 

Mary Urbas    630-9012 

Junior Warden 

Chip Hughes  642-6706 

Grounds 

Norm Graff   204-0646 

Buildings 

Martha Winter 953-2009 

Outreach 

Jan Williams  690-8480 

Finance 

Martha Heiner 973-224-7045 

Stewardship 

Jenny Phillips 630-0807 

Christian Education/Youth Ministry 

Alias Larner   766-1218 

Communications/Evangelisim 

Dan Spindler 973-267-6127  

Fellowship 

Anne Post 766-6621 

Membership 

Patti Pierson   766-7629 

 

Non-Vestry Positions: 

 

Warden Emeritus 

Jim Martucci  604-2256 

 

Recording Treasurer 

Doug Post 766-6621 

Sunday School Director 

John Lyga 766-5880 

2016 Vestry 

PANCAKE SUPPER THANK YOU! 
 

The Rite 13 Youth Group of 6th and 7th graders hosted a Pancake 
Supper on Feb. 9th.  They whipped up pancake batter, cooked sau-
sages, made coffee, poured juice, set up and decorated the tables, 
and served dinner to about 40 Parishioners.  Over the course of 3+ 
hours they worked as a team to make the evening a success.  A big 
thank you to their leaders Ashley Balavoine and Kristen Glass.  And 
thank you so much to all who supported the youth by coming out 
to dine and donate!    

Mid-Lent Brunch – March 6 
 

Please join us for the Mid-Lent brunch following the 10:00  
service on March 6. This is a “pot luck” event, so please bring some-
thing to share (casserole, salad or muffins/sweet bread/dessert 
serving 8-10).  If you are bringing your kids, why not bring some-
thing they’ll like? (mac and cheese, hot dogs) We’ll have an omelet 
station, and we’ll furnish baked ham, coffee and juices.  There is no 
charge for the brunch, but donations are welcome. 
 
We’ll be setting the tables at 9:00 Sunday morning.  If you’d like to 
help set up, help in the kitchen, or help with clean up, please let us 
know. Carol DeCoste is coordinating the kitchen crew. 908-766-
0408 
 
Hope to see everyone at the brunch.  
Anne Post, Fellowship Chair. 
annesandrapost@gmail.com 
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A Letter From Your Warden 
 
For my first Lion’s Roar letter as Junior Warden, I thought I would focus on the topic of church growth.  Not so much 
the “how”—we have the Way of St. Paul for that (but believe, me, all ideas are welcome!)—but rather the “why”. 
 
The 2010 Census says that there are about 27,000 people in Basking Ridge, and our average Sunday attendance is 
about 120.  So, what do we know that the other 26,880 people in Basking Ridge don’t? First, we know the “Good 
News”.  God loves us, both collectively and each of us as individuals, and sent his only Son to suffer and die for our 
redemption.  Sometimes I think we forget what amazing good news that is—it didn’t have to be that way.  What if 
God were indifferent to us, or, worse yet, was a vindictive God  dishing out extreme punishments for every one of 
our (many) transgressions? 
 
Second, on a much more day-to-day level, we know the value of being part of a church community.  When you need 
spiritual sustenance, when you need food delivered in a time of trouble, when you need a village to help you in the 
challenging task of raising morally responsible children, there’s nothing like having a church community around you.  
And St. Mark’s, in my opinion, is better than most in this regard—we are a warm, friendly congregation with many 
parishioners who are ready to help. 
 
We have these insights, and we are called to share them.  You can make the case that the church started the mo-
ment Jesus said to Peter and his companions “come with me, and I will make you fishers of men”.   In other words, 
arguably the very first act of the Christian church on Earth was focused on church growth.   Later Jesus gave us the 
Great Commission—a charge to go out into the world and bring people to God. 
 
In that light, we have a lot of work to do—sure, many of the “other” 26,880 attend other Christian churches, and I 
don’t think we need to worry about them.  Thousands, though, have no church, and we know they need one, even if 
they don’t. 
 
I have observed that we often discuss the church growth challenge primarily as a means of addressing our ongoing 
financial challenges.  As Junior Warden I am responsible, along with Mary and the rest of the Vestry, for our finances, 
buildings, and grounds, so I’m sure you will be hearing from me a lot on those financial challenges.  To me, though, 
that isn’t the reason to focus on church growth.  Imagine two extreme scenarios —in Scenario 1, we are able to grow 
the church by one person, who just happens to be the richest person in Somerset County, and personally solves all of 
our financial problems.  In Scenario 2, we are able to grow the church by 25% a year for 10 years, but all of the new 
people are economically challenged themselves, and so we remain in our perpetual state of financial peril.  For me, 
I’ll take the second scenario—our mission isn’t to be growing financially, it is to be providing a church for the un-
churched, and spiritual growth for those we do have. 
 
This is the “why”, then, of our efforts toward growing our church—it is our primary mission, given to us at the begin-
ning by our Lord and Savior.  I hope you will all join me in prayer about what this means for the life of  St. Mark’s. 
 
God bless, 
 
Chip Hughes 

908-642-6706 

chiphughes1031@gmail.com 
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March 
Birthdays 

 
3/1 Nicholas Hale 
3/3 Carson Spuma 
3/5 Marcie Hanhart 
 Kaitlynn Iantosca 
3/6 Leah Hubert 
 Christopher Richardson 
3/8 Louise Hale 
 Abigail Spindler 
3/11 Caroline Graff 
 Caroline Gilbert 
3/13 Lois Buesser 
 Jim DeCoste 
 Sharon Defeo 
 Jim Lunny 
3/14 Pat Hall 
 Nathaniel Pasquale 
3/17 Phillip Leblebicioglu 
3/18 Robert Phillips 
3/19 Kristen Glass 
 Julia Sanchez 
3/20 Lauran Corson 
3/21 Daphne Kress 
3/26 Gregory Heiner 
 James Heiner 
3/27 Carol DeCoste 
 Cole Hendershot 
 Martin Kendall 
 Ann Millan 
3/28  Marilyn Lyga 
3/29 Don Jones 
3/30 Hannah Solon 

 

Anniversaries 
3/7 Jeff & Libby West 
3/21 Doug & Anne Post 
3/23 Martin & Jean Kendall 

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 
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WORSHIP 
 
I promised Father Rick I would write each month in the Lions Roar on an aspect of being in Christian  
community as this is a focal point of the St Paul’s Way.  These are simply my reflections but they are  
meant also to be a conversation starter.  Feel free to offer your own thoughts. 
 
This time, I wanted to talk a little about worship. My favorite quotation regarding Christian worship is from a book by 
Eugene Peterson who also wrote The Message, a paraphase of the Bible: 
 
“Worship is the way we interrupt our preoccupation with ourselves and attend to the presence of God.  Worship is 
the time and place that we assign for deliberate attentiveness to God.....” 
 
When we come together on Sunday morning, what are our expectations? And, why do we come at all? Sometimes we 
come out of duty and sometimes we need to find a connection with God.  Our hearts are heavy over a burden or we 
are looking for guidance in solving a problem.   
 
Other times, we hope to rejoice and praise our Lord.  It is a wonderful (literally) experience to come together and lift 
our voices in praise and thanksgiving.  We leave with our spirits renewed and strengthened.   
 
With all these reasons, we come together to praise, to learn new insights from the sermon, to hear the beauty of 
good music, to participate in collective and private prayer, and to rejoice together as one body in Christ. 
 
So, I’d like to finish up with yet another quotation.....a new favorite but one I am learning to love: 
 
“The Nicene Creed names both--heaven and earth--as God’s creation.  Worship can be one of those times and places 
where heaven and earth intersect.  Our worship should be a little heaven on earth.....Worship leads to contempla-
tion--a life of unceasing prayer and praise, abiding in the perfect love of God.  This is the goal of worship and wor-
ship is the goal of life.”  --Tory Baucum in The Christian Message in Song 
 
The question I’d like to leave with all of you is this.........how do we better express ourselves in worship?  What can we 
do differently to help all of us more deeply participate in our Sunday services?  Feel free to respond to this via my 
email address: 
 
cfhughes@optonline.net 
 
Thank you, Claudia Hughes 

mailto:cfhughes@optonline.net
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MORRISTOWN SOUP KITCHEN 
 

BECOME A  
St. MARK’S VOLUTEER 

 
Prepare the Meal (Black Shirt) 
Time:  9:15 – 1:30 pm 

Or  
 Serve the Meal 
 Time:  11:15 – 1:00 pm 
  
Date: Wednesday March 30th 
Where:  Church of The Redeemer  

                     South Street in Morristown 
               
 Please contact Kit McLaughlan  

Sign-up Sheet in the Link 
Email:  kit.mclstmk@gmail.com 
Phone:  908.221.1858 
All ages from 14 years may volunteer 
Ask a friend to volunteer with you 
 

Thank you for helping. 
 
Kit McLaughlan 
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In order to make our fun fundraising event, RUN FOR THE ROSES a success, we hope to have 
everyone in the congregation participate.  First, we need your gift or service to auction.   
Second, we need for you to come to share the fellowship and fun and bring your checkbook.  There 
will be a selection of items to bid on from $25.00 to $250.00 with a few fantastic items valued at 
$1,000 or more. 
 
Here are some suggestions for you to consider donating: 
  A basket of Lottery tickets 
  Tutoring - your special skill 
  Baskets of wine, beer, bourbons,or liqueurs. 
  Yard clean -up 
  A party dinner for 8 delivered 
  Trips to the airport ~ a wonderful service for a retired person without a daily schedule to donate. 
  Gift certificates 
 
Use your imagination ~ what would you like to buy ~ I can help you with ideas.  
 
We have already been promised 2 tickets to the Paper Mill Playhouse, a spring garden of 150 bulbs 
purchased and planted for you, 40 hand tied flies for the fisherman, a New York style cheesecake 
delivered on demand, and a round of golf on the lower course at Baltusrol.  I will update the items 
offered each week in the Little Roar. 
 
Please email me with the description of the gift or service you will donate. 
       carolepasquale@gmail.com 

In a special co-production, Light Opera of New Jersey and Central Jersey Symphony Orchestra are proud to present 
Gaetano Donizetti’s classic comic opera Don Pasquale right here at St. Mark’s.  

Directed by Jaime Baer Peterson, Don Pasquale is the story of a frustrated old bachelor trying to secure an heir for his 
wealth. Pasquale is forced to disown his only nephew Ernesto when  he refuses to marry the girl Pasquale has chosen. 
Ernesto loves a young vivacious Norina, who is not of the noble class, and Pasquale will not recognize her as an ac-
ceptable niece-in-law. Pasquale decides to find a wife for himself, and asks his doctor to seek a bride for him. Chaos 
and comedy ensue when Norina tricks her way into marrying Pasquale. 

Enjoy this classic opera with the full, gorgeous sound of Central Jersey Symphony Orchestra led by Michael Avagli-
ano. Don Pasquale will be presented in English. Starring David Murray as Don Pasquale, Matt Ciuffitelli as Dr. 
Maletesta, Samantha Dango as Norina, Alex Corson  as Ernesto, Anthony Alberti as the Notary, and Susanna Su as the 
Maid. 

March 11th & 12th 2016 at 8 PM 
St Mark’s Episcopal Church, 140 South Finley Avenue, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
 
Tickets $30, $35 and $40 Reserved Seating  available at www.LONJ.org   

Tickets  Available— Buy Tickets 

mailto:carolepasquale@gmail.com
http://www.lonj.org/
http://lightoperaofnewjersey.org/tickets/
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Run for the Roses – Dinner Auction – Saturday, April 30, 2016 

 
We want YOU!  We’re excited about our upcoming fun Kentucky Derby themed fundraiser.  It’s a marvelous 
way to raise funds and have fellowship!  We’d love some help with the following committees.  If you are  
fairly new to St. Mark’s this is a terrific way to get to know people and have some fun too.   
Please contact the following to help: 
 
Silent auction donations  
We’d like help with people donating auction items and help in arranging them. 
Carole Pasquale - carolepasquale@gmail.com, 908-234-2386 
 
Set Up 
Bill would love some extra hands and muscles to help set tables up. 
Bill Coffin - wccjrnj@optonline.net, 908-766-0158 
 
Decoration of Hall  
Enjoy arranging roses and beautifying the Parish Hall?  Lauran and Patti are your girls to go to! 
Lauran Corson - Laurancorson@gmail.com, 908-903-0701 
Patti Pierson - pmpierson@optonline.net, 908-210-7922 
 
Hors D’oeuvres/Coffee/Desserts 
Here’s a chance to share your culinary skills!   We’d love parishioners to make some hors d’oeuvres: dips 
and finger appertizers or finger desserts.  We have lots of ideas to help you.  Do you like making coffee? … 
let us know!   
We’d love a coordinator for Hors D’oeuvres/coffee/desserts, please contact Jenny Phillips – 
jrpw26@gmail.com, 908-451-9638 if you can do this. 
 
Dinner  
Do you enjoy cooking?  Master Chef Martin would love some help in the kitchen. 
Martin Hale - m.hale@verizon.net, 917-620-1365 
 
Bar  
Here’s a chance to be a bar tender for an hour or so. 
Jim Martucci - jim.martucci@verizon.net, 908-604-2256 
Mike Millan - mamillan@optonline.net, 908-377-8976 
 
Clean Up  
Tim would love help cleaning up, the more hands the less time it takes! 
Tim Opremcak - tim.opremcak@aig.com, 973-495-9480 
 

mailto:carolepasquale@gmail.com
mailto:wccjrnj@optonline.net
mailto:Laurancorson@gmail.com
mailto:pmpierson@optonline.net
mailto:m.hale@verizon.net
mailto:jim.martucci@verizon.net
mailto:mamillan@optonline.net
mailto:tim.opremcak@aig.com
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ST. MARK’S SPRING 2016 RUMMAGE SALE 
APRIL 22

nd
 and 23

rd
, 2016 

SAVE THE DATES 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

GIVE OF YOUR TIME 
 

SET UP:      Saturday,  April 16th  at 9:30 AM 
SORT:    Sunday, April 17th – Thursday, April 21st 
DONATIONS:   Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM - Wednesday, April 20th 6:00PM 

BAKE SALE:  Baked good delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM 
SALE:   Friday, April 22nd  ( 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 
               Saturday, April 23rd   (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 
CLEAN UP:  Saturday, April 23rd – 2:30 PM 

 
This is the first important fund raiser of the year for the church. We need significant  
donations of your unwanted and/or  un-used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell 
your friends and family of the opportunity to donate their unwanted goods to St. Mark’s 
Rummage Sale. 
  
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept: 
 
Mattresses or box springs 
Electronic equipment over 5 years old.  
Baby equipment over 5 years old that are not to safety codes and No cribs 
Sporting equipment over 5 years old- No exercise equipment 
Analog TV, VHS Tapes or Cassettes 
Books – only current novels, historical or children’s books. No text books, travel guides,  manual. 
Shoes – only in good condition. No worn out sneakers, please. 
No gas operated machinery 
No entertainment cabinets that were built for the old TVs    
A Favor Please: 
Toys  -  bundle parts together 
Men’s suits, jackets and Linens – mark size 
 

Please look for the sign up sheet and give of your time generously to make this another 
successful fund raiser for the church. We look forward to working with you and sharing 
in the fellowship. 
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Holly Manor 
Service, 
10:45am 

2 
Chapel @ 9am 

 
Wednesday 
Chapel @ 9am 

3 
Ridge Oak, 
10am 

4 
Diocesan 
Convention 

5 
Diocesan 
Convention 

6 
8am Rite I 
10am Rite II  
 
Celtic Prayer, 
5pm  

7 
Warden & 
Finance Mtg. 

8 9 
Chapel @ 9am 

10 
Fellowship 
Village Svc, 
11am 

11 12 

13 
8am Rite I 
10am Rite II   
 
Compline 
Svc, 5pm  

14 
Vestry Mtg. 

15 16 
Chapel @ 9am 

 
Wednesday 
Chapel @ 9am 

17 18 19 

20 
Palm  
Sunday 
8am Rite I 
10am Rite II   
Stations of 
the Cross 5pm 

21 22 23 
Chapel @ 9am 

24 
Maundy  
Thursday  
Dinner Church 
at St. Mark’s 
with St. John’s, 
7pm 

25 
Good Friday @ 
St. John on the 
Mountain, 7pm 

26 
Easter Vigil 
with St. John’s 
at Ross Farm, 
7pm 

27 
Easter 
Sunday 
8am Rite I 
10am Rite II   

28 29 30 
Chapel @ 9am 

31   

March 2016 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 


