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We want to grow. 
 
In the last several vestry meetings we have had some intense and exciting discussions 
around the future of St. Mark's. 
 
We have many pressing needs on our plate. We have a boiler which is almost sixty years 
old, and is held together by duct tape and prayers. We have shingles peeling off the chapel. 
The floor in the church is fraying, stained, and cracked. We have a mortgage which 
commands a significant portion of our annual budget. We have a large facility which needs 
the focused attention of a sexton. 
 
And yet, the thing that we keep coming back to is our desire to grow. 
 
I want to see us grow too. Not just so that we can all feel better about ourselves. Not just so 
we have more pledging-units. 
 
I want to see us grow because I believe deep in my bones that this is a great church, that 
does great things. Our Sunday mornings nourish people. Our Sunday School, youth groups, 
and Appalachia Service Project help plant the early seeds of faith. We feed people who are 
hungry. We pray for those who are hurting. We cook meals for those who are having a tough 
time. We gather people together for celebrations, and music, and coffee. 
 
And, it's now just us who can benefit from this. I just know that there are people out there 
who are questioning and wondering, broken and lonely - and these people have great gifts to 
share, and perspectives to learn from, and hearts full of joy. 
 
I believe that we have something to offer them. And, I believe that they have things to offer 
us. 
 
So, to that end, I've been trying to do some "bigger" things like the talks on "God: Four Ways" 
and "Astrophysics and Faith" which could appeal to a broad audience. You may have seen 
that we've begun to advertise these events on social media and signs around town. On 
December 4th at 9AM I will be doing "The Neurobiology of Prayer and Faith." It's a 
fascinating topic, and it's a perfect opportunity to bring a friend. 
 
Let me add, I don't put the signs out as merely a means of advertising. Rather, more 
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- Vision - 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the hungry, 

care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts, learning,  
fellowship, and to worship and pray at God's Altar in the Eucharist. 

 
Jesus looked up at 
his disciples and 
said: 
"Blessed are you 
who are poor, 
for yours is the 
kingdom of God. 
"Blessed are you 
who are hungry 
now, 
for you will be 
filled. 
"Blessed are you 
who weep now, 
for you will laugh. 
Luke 6 - All Saint’s 

Day Gospel  

 

A CALL TO ACTION: 
 
What great ideas do you have, that when Jesus hears about them, he’s going to say “WOW!”?  
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ABOUT THE SEASON 

The following was written by Melissa Wilcox on the website growchristians.com which is all about bringing faith home. 
 

Now that school has started again, and with it a rush of after-school activities, I’ve been thinking about Amy Chua’s The 
Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother. It garnered so much press over the last few years–The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, The Atlantic Monthly, and even The Economist had something to say about this memoir. 
 
In case you missed the fervor, The Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother is about how Amy Chua raises “real” children—not 
soft, pampered Western children. Her girls are never allowed to go on sleepovers, usually have to practice the piano for 
three or more hours a day, and are rarely praised. In fact, one time she decided to rip up the birthday cards her daugh-
ters had made for her; she felt they didn’t put enough thought and time into the making of the cards. After all, she re-
minds them, she spends lots of money and time on their birthday parties. 
 
This book touched a real nerve in American culture, especially with the granola eating, childwearing, attachment parent-
ing set. Do we modern American parents cater too much to our children’s needs? Do they need more discipline and 
less explanation? Do they need higher standards and less emphasis on self-esteem? Do they need more manners and 
less technology? 
 
Probably. But that’s not the point. The chattering classes have quite a bit of privilege when it comes to this debate. The 
privilege comes from being able to debate how we are going to raise our children. Many of us have the time and re-
sources to argue about whether our children should be forced to play the piano or have the luxury of choosing their own 
instrument. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

SERMONS & READINGS 

 

November 6 - We will be celebrating All Saints Day. 
We will hear the beatitudes not from the familiar 
Sermon on the Mount from Matthew's Gospel, but 
from Luke's Sermon on the Plain. 
 

November 13 - While the disciples marvel at the 
massive beauty of the Jerusalem Temple, Jesus 
tells them that the Temple will not stand for long. So, 
what does last forever? 
 

November 20 - The Feast of Christ the King. We 
will hear the story of Jesus' enthronement as King of 
All Creation... on the cross. 
 

November 27 - The First Sunday of Advent. 
"Advent" means "the coming," and so we'll be hear-
ing about Jesus coming. But, not in a manger. Not 
yet. No, we'll hear about his coming again.  
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As Christians, we approach child-raising differently. Choices about musical instruments and sleepovers don’t define us. 
The gift we give our children is this: we must help them discover their gifts and, ultimately, their vocation. That may 
seem awfully abstract, but it’s not. 
 
The less we schedule our children, the more time they have to discover what it is they feel called to be—not just do. 
Allowing them free time to play, or walk, or just hang out in their rooms, may create the space they need to discover 
who they are and who they are called to be. As Christians, we might try to show them a variety of ways to be faithful: to 
live into God’s world as a servant. 
 
Church is one of those unique places where our kids get to be with other adults outside of school. They get this incredi-
ble opportunity to see a diverse group of adults living into their vocations where they are not entirely segregated by age. 
 
Yes, finding a vocation does involve discipline—gentle discipline. It also involves a cultivation of virtue—patience, gen-
erosity, listening, sharing, and love. I’m certainly not against having more obedience in my children’s lives—in fact, if 
anyone knows how to get a 6-year old boy to comply the first time, please let me know. But, as I fight those real battles 
with my children, I hope we Christians might sing a different tune. 
 
I hope our discipline and structure is grounded not in a battle hymn, but rather in our hymn of praise: “Glory to God in 
the highest.” Because I do believe that if my children understand to whom they truly belong, lots of other pieces will 
slowly come into place. 
Raising children is a long-term exercise in humility and generosity. Thank goodness, we in the church community don’t 
have to go at it alone. God is with us, we are together, and though it may not be visible in every season, the victory is 
already won.  

(Continued from page 2) 
 

importantly, the signs give YOU an opportunity to talk to your friends and relations about your church after they've already 
driven by the sign. 
 

I've also scheduled two introductory classes for newcomers and curious bystanders called "God, You (and the church)," one 
right after Christmas and the other after Easter. The first one begins on January 8 after the 10am service. These will be brief 
and accessible introductions to the basics of the Christian faith and how St. Mark's lives out this faith. 
 
Our Way of St. Paul committee has been consistently focused on reaching out to our parish and the wider community on 
issues of faith development and worship. On November 6 at 5:30PM we will be holding a second Dinner+Church at the Indoor 
Pavilion at Harry Dunham Park. We have moved this service off-site to specifically engage people in The Hills, and those who 
may feel uneasy about going to a "church." 
 
Again, while there will be advertising about this, the best advertisement is your word of mouth, your invitation, your 
conversation with someone in your life who could benefit from the great things we do here. 
 
You are also going to start seeing "WOW" cards in the pews. If you have an idea for outreach or growth that you think Jesus 
would say "wow!" to, you can write it down and drop it into the plate. 
 
The bottom line: we need you. We need your energy, your ideas, and your passion. 
 
Because we want to grow. 
 
Thank you for all that you do, 
 
Fr. Rick 

(Continued from page 1) 

ABOUT THE SEASON (cont’d) 

Fr. Rick’s Letter (cont’d) 
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The Lion's Roar ~ Focus on Outreach 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS: 
 
The children are learning about the life of Jesus this Fall 
through our new curriculum Dig In. https://
diginapp.group.com/User.  Our 5th and 6th graders are 
hard at work on their mural project.  Please come down-
stairs and check out their progress!   
 
We could use more volunteers to teach each 
week.  Please email alisalarner@gmail.com if you 
would like to volunteer.  
 
Alisa Larner 

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS: 
 

Last Month: 
The Rite 13 and J2A Youth Groups made fleece 
blankets for the Bryan's Dream Foundation - 
they'll be delivered to children receiving treatment 
at area hospital 

 

This Month: 
The Confirmation Class is preparing for their Ur-
ban Adventure - a two night stay at a church near 
Baltimore where they'll work together to  
prepare meals, work on a service activity, and 
complete a scavenger hunt around the Inner Har-
bour.  A special thank you to Jenny Phillips who 
will instruct them in self-defense moves before-
hand, part of the Journey to Adulthood curriculum, 
which they will hopefully not have to use during 
their trip!  
 
Jackie Taylor 

https://diginapp.group.com/User
https://diginapp.group.com/User
mailto:alisalarner@gmail.com
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Community Hope Collection for Homeless Veterans -- Collection dates:  Sun, Oct 30 to Sun, Nov 
20:  We kick off our November Outreach ministries with our Veteran’s Day collection of nonperishable foods 
(cereals; pasta products; canned fruits, vegetables, meats and fish; soup; rice and snacks), toiletries, hand 
warmers, and clothing (new only, please).  This is the perfect time to thank these dedicated women and 
men for their service and sacrifices for us and our country!  If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, 
please look for the designated basket in our Narthex, or drop your contribution by the St. Mark’s  
office or in the Sunday collection plate.  We will gladly shop for you to benefit our Vets!  Many thanks to 
Emie Williams, who began this mission years ago as a Girl Scout and has continued to lead it!  
 

God’s Giving Gardens -- We are very close to the 1000 lbs. mark for deliverables of fresh produce to the 
Food Bank Network of Somerset County and the Food Pantry at the Church of the Good Shepherd in  
Bernardsville!  Another outstanding season of garden fellowship, bounty and giving! We are beginning a  
project this month at our Ross Farm garden to improve the drainage and to raise our lower beds to achieve 
even higher production next year.  Please join us to start work:  Sun, 11/6, at noon.  Watch for posts of 
additional work sessions in the Little Roar and Sunday Bulletins. 
 

Thanksgiving Turkeys for Food Bank Families -- The weather is getting cooler, the leaves are amazing 
us with their lovely colors, and our thoughts are turning to family time and holidays!  As we do each year, we 
are collecting turkeys to donate to the Food Bank Network of Somerset County to brighten Thanksgiving  
tables for families in need.  Collections of turkeys and monetary donations (see designated basket in 
our Narthex, or drop your gift by the St. Mark’s office or in the collection plate) will run now through  
Sunday, Nov 20. 
 

Serving Lunch t the Church of the Redeemer in Morristown -- Wed, 11/30:  We end this month fixing 
and serving lunch again at the Community Soup Kitchen.  Please let Kit McLaughlan know if you are  
available as a kitchen worker or server. Thanks, Kit! 
 
Jan Williams, Outreach Vestry 

STEWARDSHIP FELLOWSHIP 

 
We are well into Stewardship Season!  A huge 
thank you to Bill Coffin for his talk about what St. 
Mark’s and stewardship means to him.  This month 
Jan Williams and John Lyga will be telling us their 
stories.  I hope that their stories will help you to  
reflect on what St. Mark’s means to you and our 
communities, near and far.  I hope it helps you to 
see how your pledge is important for St. Mark’s, how 
it helps with our mission of nourishing the poor, and 
to be nourished by God. Finally, I hope you will give 
with love and joy, so that we can continue what we 
are doing so well and to improve our work and St. 
Mark’s in Jesus’ name.  Thank you for giving as 
generously as possible.  Please return your pledge 
certificate by December 1st in the offering plate or to 
the office.  We hope you will join our St. Mark’s fami-
ly in a joyous stewardship celebration on December 
4 with the Advent Brunch. 
 

Jenny Phillips 908-451-9638 jrpw26@gmail.com 

 

Fellowship: Each week, we look for opportunities to 
get acquainted with fellow parishioners, both in the 
pews and at various parish activities. There are so 
many ways to enrich your parish life  experience by 
participating in Fellowship, after the services at the 
Forum and at Coffee Hour, or at one of the Steward-
ship, Youth or Family events. If you’d like to host a 
coffee hour, and would like a partner, please let me 
know and we’ll match you up with someone. We’re 
always happy to help you. New “September-June” 
coffee set-up instruction sheets are available and 
copies are posted on the bulletin boards. If you have 
any thoughts or questions, please contact me:  

annesandrapost@gmail.com or 908-766-6621 

Anne Post, Fellowship Chair. 

mailto:jrpw26@gmail.com
mailto:annesandrapost@gmail.com
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Anniversaries: 
 

Nov 3            John & Sandy Lazo 

Nov 14          David & Linda Aul 
Nov 16          Steve & Anne Marie 
  Woolford 

Nov 17          Webb & Martha 

  Winter  

 

 

Birthdays: 
 
Nov 1           Scott Graff 
                    Joyce Landgraf 
Nov 2          Jennifer Phillips 

                    Matthew Giordano 

Nov 3           Brian Woolford 

Nov 5           Rachel Wojnar 
Nov 6           Bill Corson 

Nov 7           Chris Marshall 
Nov 9           Annabelle Wilmer 
                    Elizabeth Hughes 

                    Christine Marston 

Nov 11         Laura Graff 
                    Sophie Martucci 
Nov 12         Brandon Pierson 

Nov 14         Harry Woods 

                    Steve Woolford 

Nov 15         Hope Wiatroski 
 

 
Nov 16        Liam Thoma 

Nov 20        Grace Murray 

Nov 21        Adriane Walsh 

Nov 23        Natura Sant Foster 
Nov 24        Jim Nishimura 

Nov 25        Jack Smythe 

Nov 26        John Lyga 

                    Michelle Martucci 
                    Daniel Spindler 
                    Anne Marie Woolford 

Nov 27        Jacqueline Taylor 
                    Katie Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS 
 

Dinner Church—Nov 6th 
 

Join us at Harry Dunham’s indoor 
pavilion on Sunday, November 6th  
at 5:30. 
 

This is an intentional move to reach 
out to others in our community, and 
especially those in The Hills. We 
would LOVE it if you came to wor-
ship, and to represent St. Mark’s, 
and we’d love it even more if you’d 
invite a friend to join us! 
 
 

Keansburg Soup Kitchen 
 

We will be going down to Keansburg 
on November 2nd and 16th. Look for 
the links in the Little Weekly.  

 
Ladies Luncheon 

 

A luncheon is planned for Thurs-
day Nov 17th at 12noon for those 
ladies who prefer e gathering  
during the day rather than the  
traditional evening get-togethers or 
for those who find it easier to work 
around the kids’ schedules by 
coming out for lunch. 
 

It will be held at Carol DeCoste’s 
Gothic Cottage on Turner Street.   
 
You are asked to bring an appetiz-
er or dessert.   
Please call or email Carol if you 
can come!  g.decoste@yahoo.com 
or 766-0408 
 

Fun and fellowship guaranteed!  

St. Mark’s Fall Hike 
 

Please join us Sunday  
November 6th, 12:00-2:00 pm 

 
The Environmental Education 

Center 
190 Lord Stirling Rd. Basking 

Ridge 
  

Let’s meet at the picnic tables 
behind the welcome center for 
lunch and a hike through the 
beautiful trails at the EEC.   
 
$5/person or $12/family to cov-
er the cost of lunch. Please 
RSVP to  
alisalarner@gmail.com by 
Wednesday, November 2nd 

 

 

http://javascript:_e(%7B%7D,%27cvml%27,%27alisalarner@gmail.com%27%29%3B/
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MONTHLY CALENDAR LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 

 
Worship: 

8am           Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10am         Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
9am           Wednesdays in the Chapel 
Nov 8th      Holly Manor Service, 10:45am 

Nov 3rd      Ridge Oak Service, 10am 

Nov 17th    Fellowship Village, 11am 
 
 
 

Meetings: 

Nov 14th  Finance & Wardens 

Nov 21st   Vestry Meeting  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Maryanne Displaying Her Design for Kneelers 
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WARDEN’S CORNER: 
It was unanimous. 
 
The Vestry, after several meetings and intense discussions, concluded that we will not undertake a capital campaign in 2017.  It was 
not an easy discussion or decision.   We have pressing needs which are screaming for our attention. The furnace in the church is 
original to the building and is held together by duct tape and prayers. The heating and air conditioning system in the parish hall, 
chapel, and Sunday School, is so old that our HVAC people are threatening to stop coverage under our maintenance contract. Paint 
and shingles are peeling and falling off the chapel. The carpet and linoleum in the church is stained and unraveling in several places. 
And, our mortgage payments take a significant portion of our yearly budget, which we'd much rather spend on our parish's health 
and growth…and the list goes on. 
 
Why deferral of the capital campaign?  We had received proposals for over $1M of programs, but with the current political and social 
climate, our world feels a bit unsure and tenuous.  The Vestry, with input from key advisors, recommended  a campaign target of 
$600,000.  The ensuing discussions to ‘pare down our program’ resulted in multiple visions and priorities, that were not cohe-
sive.   Without a clear vision, mission and objectives, engaging our parishioner’s support would be challenging at best.  We recognize 
that St. Mark’s is a very generous and supportive parish, but as good stewards, we must ensure that the capital campaign provides 
the best value and program to address all our needs.  We have more work to do!! 
 
We owe a debt of gratitude to several key individuals that have worked hard over the past 24 months.  Chuck Knill and Sean Gogerty 
for the feasibility study and guidance.  Jim Martucci and Lauran Corson for their work with various committees to identify sanctuary, 
rectory and building programs to address our infrastructure needs for the present and the future.  Thank you very much!!! 
Forthcoming will be a "menu" of the major projects which are before us, and which consume a lot of our conversations and attention. 
While we won't be commencing a formal capital campaign, if you would like to help with any of these projects, or have some thoughts 
about them, please let us know. 
 
As the year comes to a close, we will be turning our attention to next year's ministry and budget. You will hear more about our church 
growth and capital campaign conversations after the vestry retreat in January. 
 
Thank you so much for all that you do for our parish, 
 
Mary Urbas  

FINANCE REPORT 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY: 
 
 Operating Income appears to be $4891 over budget expectations, but fundraiser money needs to be 

moved to the appropriate funds, so we are actually $1636 ahead of our budget expectations. 
 
 Operating Expenses are ($9757) over our budget expectation. 
 
  Net Operating Income is ($8,121) below our expectation. 

10,000 

20,000 

30,000 

July August September

St. Mark's 2016 Pledges

Budget Actual

Income Expense

Budget 302,017 304,191 

Actual 306,908 313,948 

280,000 
290,000 
300,000 
310,000 
320,000 

Income &Expenses
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2016 VESTRY 
 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Mary Urbas 
Junior Warden: Chip Hughes 
Grounds: Norm Graff 
Buildings: Martha Winter 
Outreach: Jan Williams 
Finance: Martha Heiner 
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips 
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner 
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler 

 
Fellowship: Anne Post 
Membership: Patti Pierson 
 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Jim Martucci 
 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor 

MEMBERSHIP 
Nourish:  Fostering Community 

Those joyous faces we see every week welcoming parishioners.  A smile, a hug, an “I don’t think I’ve met 
you yet” are just a few expressions of how we gather every Sunday morning.  We are fostering community. 
The welcome, however, extends far past the Narthex doors.  Without realizing, we all take a role in this vital 
ministry.  It is far reaching & we are sharing community. 
 

Community is conversation.  Whether you are a “Cradle Episcopalian” or are coming in from the outside, al-
lowing us the grace to talk to someone new or not so new is what plants a seed of community.   
 

Community is availability.  It means quality time in our interactions with one another & deepening our com-
munion in faith.  A gesture, a sign of peace & sharing the pew with someone you don’t know.  We are avail-
ing ourselves to being in communion with one another. 
 

Community is stability.  Ever hear the expression “laying some roots”?  Community isn’t happenstance nor 
does it happen on the fly.  Community is where we are rooted so that we can do God’s work. 
As we move closer to the season of Advent, how will each of us show our community with one another? 
 

Patti Pierson, Membership Vestry  

Women’s Group October 2016! 


