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Report of the Senior Warden
What a way to end the year at St. Mark’s, for our Christmas Day 
Service, Father Rick conducted 3 Baptisms and it was viewed 
globally.  We had a ‘global baby’ – Florence Williams, a dual citizen 
of US and Australia baptized, along with Wyatt and Hudson 
Stoddard (3 and 18 months respectively) from Mountainside NJ.  
Grandmother Williams and family (located in a suburb of Sydney 
Australia) were up at 3 am (on 12/26) to watch our service via 
Facebook Live. For the Stoddard babies, the extended family in 
Michigan and the NorthEast were included. (As a reminder, you 
can view past services or watch the service ‘live’ on Sunday.)   

This past year, we watched Ann Urinoski move from intern/
seminarian to priest.  She stepped up to be our Interim Priest 
during Rick’s sabbatical.  As warden, it was very rewarding to 
support and mentor her as she starts her career. I will always recall 
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the highlight of the diocesan conference – sitting at her side 
waiting for the final posting of her exams.    

Work not completed was outlining of St. Mark’s capital needs in 
very specific language and dollars.    As stated this fall, we have a 
long list, as more information and data becomes available the more 
accurate the expense requirement becomes.  This will be a top 
priority for the incoming vestry.  While the parking lot is done, the 
heating system continues to be on the top of our ‘prayer list’.

Under Rick’s leadership we continue with innovative programs, 

•Dinner Church, including one held at Harry 
Dunham Park.  

•our Forums (Neurobiology, Faith and Prayers 
and Astrophysics and Faith)

• A ‘pop-up’ Nativity play at Harry Dunham 
Park on Christmas Eve.    

As Warden, I rely on our Vestry Commission 
leaders and they are quite a team. Alisa, Dan, 
Jan, Jenny, Patti and Norm, thank you for 
your continued dedication and work.  For our 
Outgoing vestry leaders,   Martha H – thank 
you for your time and patience in address the 
dollar and cents and ensuring a stable 
financial future for St. Mark’s.  Martha W – 
thank you for your unflagging enthusiasm and 

work on our beloved buildings.  Anne Post – thank you for 
ensuring each Sunday all are welcomed with a smile and a cup of 
coffee or tea).  

As I reflect on the past year, none of this would be possible 
without the St. Mark’s community.  Each of you contribute to the 
vibrancy and success of all our programs.  From Rummage sales to 
our Giving Garden, Music ranging in voices to instruments, Sunday 
school journey to YAC, and Keansburg to ASP, we have much to 
offer for any age and any interest.  

Thank you Chip Hughes for your partnership and friendship.  You 
will be an even better warden than I.    As for my 2017 plans, there 
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are bell choirs, Soup Kitchens, and Way of St Paul – I expect a 
busy and rewarding year.

Mary Urbas

Report of the Rector
On Christmas Eve, at the 11 o’clock service, the gradual hymn 
started up, and the crucifer, the torches, and the Gospel bearer 
began heading for their usual place in the center of the church for 
the reading of the Gospel. As the procession made its way down 

the aisle… something interesting 
happened. Abby Spindler—
carrying the cross—didn’t stop 
at the usual place. 

She kept going.

Had the torch bearers not 
gotten her attention, she might 
have just walked right out the 
door, onto the street, carrying 
the cross before her.

Had she done that, I wonder, 
would we have followed?

I hope so.

We are living in an interesting time for the church. It’s no longer a 
given that people will have a faith community. Sunday mornings 
are no longer “sacred time” in which other organizations will 
respect by not scheduling anything else. And, we can no longer just 
expect to open our doors and wait for the people to come in.

We have to go out.

There’s a metaphor that’s going around The Episcopal Church 
these days that says we’re like a beautiful fish tank perched by the 
ocean, just waiting for the fish to jump in. 

We have to go out. And, the good news is—we are. We’ve had 
several dinner+churches in The Hills. We had our 4th Annual 
Christmas Eve service in Harry Dunham Park, which again was 
standing room only. We’ve been advertising our offerings around 
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town with signs. We have an active online presence, and we’ve been 
live streaming our services for over a year now.

This fall I attended the farm-to-table event at 
The Ross Farm, and I was so proud every time 
someone came up to me to thank me, on 
behalf of St. Mark’s, for all the word our 
volunteers do at the garden. Our people, led 
by Jan Williams, do an AMAZING job there
—bringing over a ton of food to the food bank
—and people in town are noticing.

This is good news indeed. But, we need to do 
more. My goal for 2017 is to find new ways for 
the good things we’re already doing here at St. 
Mark’s to find a wider audience. My goal for 
2017 is to follow Abby out the back doors of 
the church, and onto the streets to bring good 
news, peace, joy, hope, service, and love to 

those who need it, and to those who might like to jump into our 
fish tank and take a swim.

… I want to say that I am indebted to those who serve in our 
leadership, and those who serve on our staff. This is the second 
time Mary Urbas has been by Senior Warden, and I can’t think of a 
better person to have helped me through this last year. I can’t say 
enough about Martha Winter, and the ways that she consistently 
goes above and beyond in so many ways, but especially as the 
Buildings chair on the Vestry. Martha Heiner did an absolutely  
outstanding job as Finance Chair in some years where we had some 
real challenges, and where we made great strides in becoming even 
more transparent. And, Anne Post, is the quintessential happy 
warrior, always looking for ways to foster fellowship.

Fr. Rick Morley

The Outreach Report
Nourish….Feed….sustain….nurture….Outreach 

What joy I feel looking back over 2016 and the many ways that our 
St. Mark’s family has benefitted those in need in our surrounding 
communities!  Through the energy, creativity, dedication and 
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generosity of each of you, we have so many accomplishments to 
look back on with pride.

As we rewind the reel, here are just a few highlights from 2016:

• Our “Giving Gardens” partnerships produced 1000 lbs. of fresh 
vegetables, fruits and herbs again this year for Food Bank 
Network of Somerset County families.

•Jackie Taylor and her amazingly-dedicated small team 
prepared thousands of weekend meals for in-need 
Somerset County kids through our Backpack 
Partnership with the Food Bank.

•The Knills and the Curbing Hunger board spearheaded 
canned and fresh food drives and the creative “recycling 
truck” pick-ups, generating thousands of pounds of food 
for the Food Bank.

•Thanks to Jim Lunny and each of you, we were able to 
donate several hundred Holiday Meals of ribs, hams and 
turkeys.

•Kit McLaughlan and her teams of volunteers served 
more than 1000 meals at the Community Soup Kitchen 
at the Church of the Redeemer in Morristown.

•This summer, we hit the 10,000 “meals served” 
milestone at the Center for Community Renewal at St. 

Mark’s in Keansburg, and have prepared more than 1,000 
meals since.

• Annabelle Wilmer, Kit McLaughlan and Harry Woods led their 
volunteers in biannual Rummage Sales, serving our communities 
through the collection and sale of gently-used items and raising 
close to $20,000 for St. Mark’s.

• Emie Williams has delivered several carloads of food, toiletries 
and clothing to Homeless Veterans of Community Hope at the 
VA through her Memorial and Veteran’s Day collections.

• Lorri and Joe Layton gathered several racks of gently-used and 
new business clothing for those needing to get back on their feet 
and into new jobs during their Dress For Success collection.
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Through weekly donations and Somerville Saturdays in September, 
our support to the Food Bank is ongoing.  We support the elderly 
in our community through special church services, holiday visits 
and visits to housebound parishioners.  Our Sunday School kids 
and teens do many Outreach projects throughout the year.  

We also use our Outreach budget to donate to school programs 
that are designed to keep our children and 
teens safe (Project Graduation and the 
Municipal Alliance), and to those 
protecting our communities (BR and 
Liberty Corner police, fire and first aid 
squads).

I truly feel blessed every day to serve as 
your Outreach Vestry member, 
representing our church and you.  We are 
poised to beat every one of these amazing 
accomplishments in 2017, and I can’t wait 
to get started!  Peace and Blessings,  

Jan Williams

The Membership Report
Simply put, the Membership Commission is the Welcome 
Committee.  We welcome our parishioners & spread the good 
news about St. Mark's within our parish walls & out in the 
community.  We serve as Greeters at the 10am service, run the St. 
Mark's table, aka "the hair spray painting booth", at Charter Day & 
coordinate Newcomer Socials at the Rectory.  Please take a 
moment to get to know us, too!  Our commission members are:  
Nancy Brangaccio, Kit McLaughlin, Addie Sant Foster, Betsy 
Spindler, Jan Williams, Annabelle Wilmer & myself, Patti Pierson.  
Thank you for allowing us to serve you.  God's Peace, 

Patti Pierson

The Stewardship Report
Thank you for your wonderful support for Stewardship for St. 
Mark's.
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With your pledge you make it possible to be able to do Jesus’ work 
for our St. Mark's community, and the larger world.  For 2017 we 
have 97 pledges with a total of $295,685, our average pledge has 
increased to $3,048.

In the spring we had great fun and fellowship with our "Run for 
the Roses", Kentucky Derby event, and we raised $10,000 to help 
support St. Mark's.  We so appreciate you attending, participating 
with all the help involved and making it such a success.  

We had several Stewardship Recognition Dinners at 
the Rectory. It's a wonderful way to show our 
appreciation of all that you do. We'll be having more 
in 2017.  Thank you once again for your kind 
generosity and for making the difference.  Please feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions.  

Jenny Phillips

The Christian Education 
Report
2016 was another busy and fulfilling year downstairs in 
our Sunday School!  A big thank you to our Sunday 
School Director, John Lyga, who uses science and fun 

to teach our bible lessons each week.  Our chapel service would be 
incomplete without Marylin Lyga’s beautiful piano playing. 
Together, John and Marylin fill Post Chapel each week with songs 
and stories captivating the children from pre-K to pre-Teen.  The 
children participate in all other aspects of the chapel service by 
lighting candles, ushering, handing out service programs, singing, 
reading and acting as service leaders.

We have started using a new curriculum this year called Dig In.  
The mission of Dig In is to create experiences that help children 
grow in their relationship with Jesus and each other.  Dig In is a 
web-based curriculum and its online lesson building makes 
planning and teaching for our volunteers easy.  A big thank you to 
John Lyga and Kristen Hauser who helped research multiple 
curriculums and ultimately choose Dig In.
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Last Spring the children were involved in a large planting project 
for the Ross Farm.  In class, the children built grow lights and 
planted a variety of string beans that were planted at the Ross 
Farm in May.  Thank you to Jan Williams and Addie Sant Foster 
who taught the children about the importance of the garden at the 
Ross Farm and allowed them to be involved with the planting!

In November many families and parishioners got together for a 
Fall Hike at the Environmental Education Center.  We enjoyed 
beautiful weather, lunch and a lovely walk through the trails!

During Advent the children were involved in making ornaments to 
decorate a Jesse Tree that we displayed at the 

Environmental Education Center’s annual Festival 
of Trees.  The tree was beautifully decorated with 
apples, arks, burning bushes, crowns, doves and 
stars!

St. Mark’s children and families were once again 
involved in a successful international outreach 
project, Operation Christmas Child.  St. Mark’s has 
participated in this mission for over 10 years.  This 
year we collected 37 shoeboxes.  Thank you to all of 
our parishioners who participated in packing up 
shoeboxes for children around the world!

St. Mark’s 43rd annual crèche service was once 
again a success.  Snow and lack of Saturday 
rehearsal couldn’t keep the lambs, donkeys, angels 
and shepherds from celebrating the birth of baby 
Jesus.  Youth of all ages contributed to the service 
by ushering, reading and carrying crèche figures.  
“Go Tell it on the Mountain” is always a highlight 
of the service and this year was no exception.  
Thank you to Libby West and Kristen Hauser who 

coordinated the service and to Betsy Spindler who 
updated our shepherds with new costumes this year.

We are looking forward to another busy year in St. Mark’s Sunday 
School and we are excited to have many new families with young 
children joining us each week.  Thank you to the parents and to 
our older teens who took time last year to help in our Sunday 
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School.  We are always in need of volunteers so please reach out if 
you would like to be more involved in 2017!

Alisa Larner

The Youth Education Report
The Young Adults of St. Mark’s meet at 9am most Sunday 
mornings, during the school year, for the hour before the 10am 
Service.  Their curriculum includes lessons on “Self ” and “Society” 
as well as “Spirituality.”  These classes, mixed in with some fun 
events, foster a mini community within the church – one that 
hopefully will remain bonded as the group goes through their teen 
years and beyond.

With the Leadership of Anju Ittycheria and Gerald Creighton, 
about a dozen J2A teens began to prepare for Confirmation which 
will be held at St. Mark’s on May 7th, 2017.  Vestry members visited 
classes during the Spring to talk about their roles at St. Mark’s.  
Each teen was asked to assist two different Vestry members with 

their commissions during the 
months before Confirmation.  In 
November, 9 teens headed to 
Baltimore for their Urban 
Adventure, along with Ann 
Urinoski, Gerald Creighton, Dev 
Ittycheria, and Fr. Rick as 
chaperones.  They spent two 
nights at St. Mark’s on the Hill in 
Pikesville, did a bit of service for 
the host church, toured the 
National Aquarium, and had a 
scavenger hunt through the Inner 
Harbor.   

The Rite 13 class, led by Kristin 
Hauser, with assistance from 
Laura Taylor, continues to tackle 

the curriculum lessons while mixing in some fun.  This group of 
about 8 “tweens/teens” hosted a successful winter Pancake Supper 
for the church and partnered with local Veterans (MTI) to sell 
mums in the fall.  They are looking forward to their first lock-in 
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this January, organizing another 
Pancake Supper February 28, and 
their Rite 13 Ceremony on June 11.

The YACs were led by Ann Urinoski 
for most of the year.  In June, eleven 
YACs graduated high school and 
went on to start their next phase of 
life.  The remaining group of nine 
will hopefully keep in touch by 
attending Fr. Rick’s monthly Forums 
and maybe a coffee or two over the 
coming months. 

Other activities involving the youth 
groups: they made blankets for 
hospitalized children in support of 
Bryan’s Dream Foundation; 

packaged food for the Foodbank during Saturdays in September; 
served at the Morristown Soup Kitchen and worked at Ross Farm 
during the summer.  Some participated on the ASP trip. They 
continue to serve St. Mark’s as Acolytes, Ushers, Readers, Sunday 
School assistants, and during Fellowship events.  The teens learned 
Self Defense from Jenny Phillips and competed in a couple rounds 
of Laser Tag at the end of spring.  We’re looking forward to more 
fun events next year. 

Thank you to all the Parishioners who supported the Youth 
Groups and their projects this past year!

Jackie Taylor

The Fellowship Report
Fellowship is a “given” at St. Mark’s.  We like to get to know each 
other, we like to have fun at social gatherings, and we also 
incorporate the feelings of fellowship at every meeting, work party, 
rummage sale and church activity. We had a full year of scheduled 
Fellowship events. There was a Lenten brunch (72 attended) and an 
Advent brunch (90 attended), as well as the annual picnic at the 
Ross Farm in Basking Ridge.  The picnic (95 attended) was a joint 
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affair this year, with the parish of St. John on the Mountain joining 
us for the outdoor service and delicious food. That was followed by 
the largest water balloon sling shot I have ever seen- the kids loved 
it. (thank you, John Lyga). I’d like to give a special thank you to 
Carol DeCoste for coordinating three Women’s Gatherings and 
thank you to our hosts, Ann Millan, Lisa Keenan and Sharon 
DeFeo. Fellowship wouldn’t be complete without coffee hour 
following the 10:00 service – each week a host greeted us in the 
Community Hall with smiles and a cup of coffee or tea. Thank you 
to Gretchen DeCoste for keeping the coffee hour sign up sheet up 
to date for us. The folks who attend the 8:00 Sunday service have 
developed their own fellowship time following that service by 
having coffee (thank you, Jeff Hooper) and attending the Forum 

presentations with Fr. Rick. Many 
times the “8:00’ers” go out to 
breakfast together following the 
service and Forum, thus keeping 
their fellowship going a little 
longer. To all of you who have 
helped host a coffee hour, assisted 
at a brunch or the picnic, or made 
an effort to make someone feel at 
home at St. Mark’s, Thank You!! 

I’ve had a busy 3 years on the 
Vestry, and I can honestly say it’s 
been wonderful to get to know so 
many of you. Even though I’m 
going off the Vestry, I plan to keep 
active with the Fellowship 
Commission, as I know it’s the 

“many hands make light work” adage in action. Please join me in 
continuing to support Fellowship at St. Mark’s. Sign up to host a 
coffee hour and volunteer where you see your help is needed. Your 
terrific new Fellowship Chairperson, Betsy Coffin, will need your 
help, your enthusiasm and your knowledge. Please reach out to her 
as you have done for me.

Anne Post
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The Buildings Report
As I end another term on the vestry leading our Buildings 
Commission, I cannot help to but be amazed with the numerous 
volunteers that readily lend a helping hand around all our various 
facilities or provide monetary contributions to enable us to keep 
our buildings in tip-top shape.

2016 saw the commission working 
closely with the Capital Campaign 
Committee to build a list of 
systems that need to be replaced 
and major repair items that our 
annual operating budget just can’t 
cover.  In the meantime, the 
committee, working closely with 
Ann in the office, continued to 
address repairs as they arose.  
Sometimes they were easily 
corrected with the handyman skills 
of the committee members, 
sometimes professionals were 
needed. 

Income from the rental of our 
facilities continue to provide a strong contribution to our 
operating budget.  We have been able to nurture new businesses – 
Wushu-Kung Fu classes – as well as on-going renters like yoga, 
violin lessons, the Swedish School, LONJ and Wee Little Arts to 
name a few.  In the kitchen we continue to rent to Matt Steffens, a 
food chemist, but had to terminate our relationship with the Jams 
& Jelly makers.  The good news is that with the reduced kitchen 
use, our electric bills are lower.  We have had several inquiries and 
chances are, we’ll have a new tenant in the kitchen at some point 
in 2017.

This was also a year of ups and downs with our contracted services.  
K&M Cleaning does a good job overall, but on occasion specific 
areas need extra attention.  Our HVAC maintenance contract 
(with Hughes Environmental) has significantly increased in price 
due to the age of our equipment.  Hughes has provided a 
replacement estimate which will be part of the Capital Campaign 
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when it eventually gets underway.  In the meantime, we’ll continue 
to patch, repair and replace to the best of our financial ability.

It was an honor to serve St. Mark’s as a part of the Vestry for the 
past three years.  As I transition off the Vestry, I know that the 
Buildings Commission is in good hands.  I would like to provide a 
sincere Thank You to my commission, our numerous volunteers 
and those that contributed with donations, for helping keep our 
facilities in working order.   I am deeply grateful to each of you for 
all you do.

Martha Winter

The Grounds Report
Grounds had an exciting year. The big accomplishment for 2016 

was re-paving the parking lot. A 
Special Thank You to John Wojnar 
and Ann Millan! John provided 
invaluable guidance on the items 
that should be considered for 
paving along with the location of 
all the underground piping and 
wiring. Ann was the onsite project 
manager who really did a great job 
monitoring and tracking the daily 
progress of the paving company. 

Other grounds projects were:

•Scott and Ryan Layton cleaned 
out and organized the shed on the 
parking lot. They got rid of many 
items, installed different types of 

brackets to hang things on, and made it look great. Thanks Scott 
and Ryan!

• Replacing many light bulbs and repairing some of the lights. 
With approximately 50 outside lights there are always a couple 
that need attention. Thanks to Mike Millan for his help in fixing 
electrical timers!
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• A snow blower was purchased for Father Rick and Karen to give 
them some flexibility when our snow plowing contractor gets a 
little delayed as they did in the big snow fall of 2016. Thanks to 
Fr. Rick, Jim Lunny and Tom DeFeo for their help in shoveling 
this past winter! 

• Mulching, weeding, pruning, cleanups, lawn cutting and lawn 
treatments. Thanks to Martin Hale for all his help to keep St 
Mark’s grounds looking great!

• Startup and shutdown maintenance for our lawn irrigation 
system. Thanks to Paul Wittig who has taken care of this for 
many years! 

Norm Graff
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The Finance Report
2016 Actual 2016 Budget 2017 Budget

Pledges $292,064 $299,378 $295,685

Other Donations $114,197 $109,318 $ 86,550

Operating Income $406,261 $408,696 $382,235

Operating Expenses $414,425 $408,696 $381,725

Net Operating Income ($ 8,163)    0 $      510

Sabbatical Funds $10,000        

Year-End Result $1,837

2016 was a noteworthy year in the area of Finance.   Early on, we 
began to plan for the repaving of the parking lot.  In July, Hillcrest 
Paving completed the task at a cost of $56,369.  The funds were 
provided by the Vicky Miller Memorial Fund ($9,958) 
Undesignated Donations ($4,103) and Accrued Healthcare 
Holdback monies from 7 months of 2016 ($8,308).  The balance of 
$34,000 was withdrawn from our Diocesan Investment Trust.  

In 2016, along with a Diocesan Grant, we helped to support the 
second half of Rev. Ann Urinoski’s 
Wisdom Year as a Seminary 
Student, and were privileged to hire 
her as Substitute Clergy when Fr. 
Rick was on Sabbatical.  

2016 Financial Results 

The 2016 Operating Income was 
$406,261 with the yearly budget of 
$408,696, a difference of ($2,435). A 
grant from the diocese of $15,000 
to help defray the cost of a 
Seminarian Wisdom Year 

participant is included in this amount.   
Pledges fell short of expectation by ($7,314) due to some pledging 
families who have moved away.  Plate Donations, Holiday 
Offerings, and Other Donations also fell short of budget 
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expectations.  Our Building Use Donations were $7,033 higher than 
we expected, and our Fundraising Events raised $6,831 more than 

we have projected.   In addition to 
Operating Income, this year we also 
used $10,000 from a Sabbatical 
Fund that we had saved in 
preparation for paying a substitute 
Rector during Fr. Morley’s 
Sabbatical.  Since it is not Income, 
it is not reflected in this Operating 
Budget, but must be considered.

The 2016 Operating Expenses were 
$414,425 against a budget of 
$408,697.  The difference of ($5,728) 
is explained by the fact that the 
$10,000 Sabbatical money is not 
included in the Income area, and 
the payment of salary, pension, and 
taxes to our Substitute Rector are 

included here in the expense lines.    

Net Operating Income looks like it fell short of our budget by 
($8,163) but when you factor in the $10,000 of Sabbatical Funds, 
we ended the year on a positive side +$1,837.  

In the Healthcare portion of our budget, we have a placeholder in 
the budget in the event we need to add the Morley's to the 
Diocesan Healthcare Plan.  As we did not have to do that in 2016, 
we had a sum of $14,241.84 to be used in other areas.  The Vestry 
decided to use the funds to pave the parking lot ($8,307.74), place 
funds aside in the Maintenance Fund to save for HVAC upgrades 
($4,626.72), and provide bonuses for staff members ($1307.38).  As 
the year ended in a positive amount, an additional bonus was paid 
to Fr. Rick ($1500).  

2017 Budget 

The Total Operating Income Budget is $382,235 for 2017.  With 
much gratitude, we have committed pledges of $295,685.  Other 
changes from 2016 include the removal of a fundraiser, and the 
removal of a monetary expectation from September Song.  While 
the Vestry may decide to hold these events, the budget is built 
without an expectation of them.  
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The Total Operating Expense Budget is $381,725 which contains 
personnel costs of $202,639, administrative expenses of $18,329, 
buildings and grounds expenses of $119,927 (which includes $34,207 
in mortgage costs), a worship expense of $5,480, Christian 
Education expense of $4,975, and Outreach expenses of $5,650, as 
well as our Diocesan Fair Share payment of $22,000.  

The Net Operating Income for the year is currently $510.

Thank you. 

As I prepare to step aside from my Vestry Finance position, I must 
say I have enjoyed the tasks set before me, and the discussions and 
decisions made with the Finance Commission and the Vestry.   
Your Vestry is a very talented and thoughtful group who always 
puts the good of the church at the forefront.   It is amazing to me 
to witness the process, led by Father Rick and the Wardens, and 
attended by the Vestry persons and of course, the Holy Spirit.  
Thank you to the Finance Commission, who faithfully listen to the 
nuts and bolts questions – Fr. Rick, Mary Urbas, Chip Hughes, 
Sean Gogerty, and  Ann Millan.  Lastly,  many thanks to the 
Treasurer Teri Passarello and Recording Treasurer Doug Post.   

Martha Heiner

�17


