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RECTOR’S MESSAGE: 
 

I grew up in a church that treated music, not as something that you tagged onto 
the service, but as a foundational way to pray and experience God. I have vivid 
memories of being a very young child and bringing my grandmother’s wooden 
spoon to church so that I could “conduct” the choir from the back pew. I 
remember singing some of the great hymns of the church and finding myself 
getting so choked up that I couldn’t keep singing. I remember singing in the 
many choirs that the church offered, and feeling a sense that I was valued for 
leading the congregation in its sung-prayer. 
 
Really and truly, were it not for the way that I experienced God in the music of 
the church, I may not have become a priest. 
 
Some years ago now, when I arrived here at St. Mark’s, I felt like the luckiest 
rector in the whole world to have Bill & Lauran Corson and Lois Buesser here at 
the helm. I was beyond excited to have such a wonderful and dedicated choir, 
and an amazing bell choir to boot. I was also blown away that part of the 
longstanding tradition of St. Mark’s was to be a place where the performing arts 
was valued, and a place where the community gathered for operas and 
musicals. 
 
And, besides the wonderful music made, I’ve come to treasure my friendships 
with the Corsons and the Buessers. They are great artists. But, they are also 
great people - great families. 
 
As Bill prepares to step down as music director, and as Lois does the same as 
organist, I’m looking forward to celebrating their long and fruitful ministries here 
at St. Mark’s. They have each been integral to the life and ministry of St. Mark’s 
for so long, and have shaped our community as a parish at prayer and song. 
 
In the coming weeks I, in consultation with the wardens and vestry, will be 
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- Vision - 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the hungry, 

care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts, learning,  
fellowship, and to worship and pray at God's Altar in the Eucharist. 

 
 

Psalm 96:1-2 
 

Sing to the Lord a 
new song; 
   sing to the Lord, 
all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, 
praise his name; 
   proclaim his 
salvation day after 
day 

A CALL TO ACTION: 
 
It’s Lent! Find a lenten discipline that will help you grow in your relationship with God. If you need some 
good ideas, see stmarksbr.org/lent 
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ABOUT THE SEASON 

From the Ash Wednesday Liturgy, BCP 264-265: 
 
Dear People of God: The first Christians observed 
with great devotion the days of our Lord's passion 
and resurrection, and it became the custom of the 
Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence 
and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in 
which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy 
Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because 
of notorious sins, had been separated from the body 
of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and for-
giveness, and restored to the fellowship of the 
Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in 
mind of the message of pardon and absolution set 
forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need 
which all Christians continually have to renew their 
repentance and faith. 
 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to 
the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination 
and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; 
and by reading and meditating on God's holy Word. 
And, to make a right beginning of repentance, and as 
a mark of our mortal nature, let us now kneel before 
the Lord, our maker and redeemer. 

SERMONS & READINGS 

RECTOR’S  MESSAGE (CON’T) 

 
March 5:  
Adam and Eve are tempted by the snake in the Gar-
den and Jesus is tempted by Satan in the wilder-
ness. 
 
March 12:  
A Pharisee, named Nicodemus, approaches Jesus 
at night, and Jesus blows his mind. 
 
March 19:  
A Samaritan woman, with a colorful past, meets  
Jesus at a well. She offers him water, and he offers 
her “living water.” 
 
March 26:  
Jesus heals a man who had been born blind, and 
everyone is confused. Everyone else had always 
had their sight, but they can’t see to “see” anything. 

setting up a search committee to accomplish 
several tasks. First, the committee will set the tone 
and direction of the music program under the 
direction of an interim organist. Second, the 
committee will conduct a suitable canvas of the 
parish to seek input on our music ministries and 
what we think we’re looking for in a new music 
director. And, third, they will solicit applications, 
conduct interviews, and assist me in calling a new 
Director of Music. 
 
We will never be able to “replace” musicians - or 
friends - like Bill and Lois, but we will lean heavily 
on the amazing work they’ve done, and seek and 
build off of that solid foundation. 
 
I’m grateful to God for Bill Corson, Lauran Corson, 
and Lois Buesser, and their families. May God 
continue to bless them, as we continue to lift our 
voices in prayer and praise. 
 
God’s Peace, 
 
Rick+ 
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The Lion's Roar 

SAVE THE DATE! 
CHARTER DAY is scheduled for Saturday, May 20th. 
Families & Teens are needed to help spray paint hair, make & sell baked goods, and spread good cheer! 
Look for sign-up's in April  

HOW TO GET INVOLVED: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
HAPPENINGS: 

 
In February the Sunday School 
children learned about baptism in 
many different ways including 
‘baptizing’ their own special ob-
jects from home.  After weeks of 
practice the children sang beauti-
fully at the family service on Feb 
12th.   
 
There are great things planned 
for the spring, so please join us 
every week downstairs! 

 

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS: 
 

Confirmation Retreat  
Eleven members of the J2A class had an overnight retreat at Kirkridge in PA.  Special thanks to the chaper-
ones: Fr. Rick, Jan Laird-Kendall, and Gerald Creighton! Catching up with the teens the morning after they 
had these things to say: Fr. Rick taught them about the church and its history with engaging meaningful les-
sons, They used adjectives such as: “though-provoking”, ”information”, “interesting”, “helpful”. Also, there 
was apparently an intense stand-off with ladybugs? Overall, they said this retreat allowed them to be better 
prepared and ready to take their Confirmation vows this spring. 
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This time of year, everyone is thinking about “March Madness.”  Well, here at St. Mark’s we’re not thinking of 
college basketball…..we’re talking Rummage Sale!  Really, it’s just as much fun to be a part of!  You’ve 
probably heard that our twice yearly rummage sales are the largest fundraisers here at St. Mark’s.  But, there 
is a wonderful community service and outreach component to these sales, too.  First, we provide an easy 
way for people living in our community and surrounding towns to donate new and gently-used items that are 
no longer of use to them.  Second, our neighbors and those in need may purchase these goods at amazingly 
low costs.  Finally, many of the things that are not sold go to charities to benefit those less fortunate.  We 
deliver the rest to the Visiting Nurses Association rummage sales to benefit this fabulous group.  A win for 
all!  So, please check the sign-ups, mark your calendars, spread the word and join in! 
 

Notes: 
 With this lovely warm weather, activities will be starting 

up at our Ross Farm Giving Garden very soon.  Watch 
for notices and send me word if you’d like to volunteer. 

 
 We will NOT be serving at the Morristown Soup Kitchen 

this month. 
 
Many thanks! 

STEWARDSHIP FELLOWSHIP 

The Lenten season gives us time to pause, reflect, 
and really think about the important things in our 
lives: our relationship with God, with each other, and 
how we serve our world to our communities, near 
and far. 
 
It gives us time to count our blessings and 
appreciate all the good things we have.  Lent is an 
excellent  time to consider how we can make a 
difference.   
 
Thank you all so very, very much for all you do for 
St. Mark's.  We have such a special place to 
worship God, learn about Jesus, give to St. Mark's 
and our ministries, and come together at all 
moments of our lives, the tough times and the 
joyful.  Your support, through your pledge, makes all 
this possible.  We are so blessed to have each and 
every one of you.  Thank you, you truly make a 
difference!  

The mid-Lent brunch is fast approaching! The date 
is March 12th ( the same as daylight savings) so 
don’t be late! There will be a sign up sheet in the 
Narthex, please bring your favorite brunch item with 
enough to share, and if you forget something please 
come anyway—we are good sharers! I will be look-
ing for volunteers to help with set up the day before, 
clean up afterward and kitchen volunteers to help 
warm up food and serve.  Nothing too difficult or a 
big time commitment, just an opportunity to be part 
of a long tradition here at St. Mark’s. 
 

The fellowship committee will be meeting again, and 
we are always anxious for new ideas, so please 
think about participating and let me know your 
thoughts. See you at brunch. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 
 

3/5  Matthew & Elizabeth Seitz 

3/7 Jeff & Libby West 
3/21 Doug & Anne Post 
3/23 Martin & Jean Kendall 
 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

 

3/1 Nicholas Hale 

3/3  Eli Seitz 

3/5 Marcie Hanhart 

 Kaitlynn Iantosca 

3/6 Christopher Richardson 

3/8 Louise Hale 

 Abigail Spindler 

3/11  Caroline Graff 

 Caroline Gilbert 

3/13 Lois Buesser 

 Jim DeCoste 

 Sharon Defeo 

 Jim Lunny 

3/14 Pat Hall 

  Nathaniel Pasquale 

3/18 Robert Phillips 

3/19 Kristen Glass 

 Julia Sanchez 

3/20 Lauran Corson 

3/21 Daphne Kress 

3/23 Layston Badham 

3/26 Gregory Heiner 

  James Heiner 

3/27 Carol DeCoste 

  Martin Kendall 

 Ann Millan 

3/28 Marilyn Lyga 

3/29 Don Jones 

3/30 Hannah Solon 
 
 
 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS 
 
Keansburg Soup Kitchen 

We will be going down to Keansburg 
on March 1st and 15th. Look for our 
“needs” list in our Little Weekly for an 
opportunity to donate food for this 
important mission. 
 

March 3-4: Diocesan Convention 
 
March 5: Confirmation Trip to 
 Trenton 
 
March 12: Early Lenten Brunch 
 
March 19: Skyzone Outing 
 
March 31 & April 1: Rummage Sale 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 

Worship 

Wednesday, March 1 – Ash Wednesday Services 

 9am, Post Chapel 
 7pm, Sanctuary 
 

Sunday 

8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

9am Wednesdays in the Chapel 
 

Mar 2 Ridge Oak Service, 10am 

 Fellowship Village, 11am 

Mar 7 Holly Manor Service, 10:45am 

Mar 9 Fellowship Village 11am 
 

Meetings: 
Mar13  Wardens & Finance Meetings 

Mar 20  Vestry Meeting 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ST. MARK’S SPRING 2017 RUMMAGE SALE: MARCH 31
ST

  & APRIL 1
ST

  
 

Take notice: The sale is a little earlier than usual, so do your spring cleaning ahead of time. 
 

SET UP: Saturday,  March 25th  at 9:30 AM 
SORT: Sunday, March 26th  – Thursday, March 30th  
DONATIONS: Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM - Wednesday 6:00PM 
BAKE SALE: Baked good delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM 
SALE: Friday, March 31st    ( 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 
 Saturday, April 1st   (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 
CLEAN UP: Saturday, April 1st – 2:30 PM 
 
This is the first important fund raiser of the year for the 
church. We need significant donations of your unwanted 
and/or un-used items to make this sale the best ever. 
Tell your friends and family of the opportunity to donate 
their unwanted goods to St. Mark’s Rummage Sale.  
 

Please look for the sign up sheet in the Link and give of 
your time generously to make this another successful 
fund raiser for the church. We look forward to working 
with you and sharing in the incredible fellowship. 
 
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlan and Annabelle Wilmer. 
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WARDEN’S CORNER: 
 
The last time I wrote a Warden’s Corner message was many years ago and under much different 
circumstances as Rick was just starting as our rector and we were exiting what I termed the “dark times”.  
Back then, I tended to write with a significantly more ecclesiastical and sacerdotal bias.  For this message, I 
wanted to reflect upon why I decided to become a warden again. 
 
I talked to Chip and Rick and found that their vision for St. Mark’s was something I could completely 
embrace.  Chip’s vision and willingness to try new things to encourage growth was refreshing and 
compelling.  When a Rector and two Wardens are aligned and working together to accomplish a goal, 
anything can be accomplished.  We will try new things, we will challenge old ways and we will challenge you.  
But we can not do this alone.   
 
(Okay small foray into the ecclesiastical) As a lifelong Episcopalian, a lot of my faith is based upon the 
Anglican Communion.  While Episcopalians and Anglicans across the world share a common set of beliefs, 
traditions and aspects of worship.  We are inherently different.  Different cultures, different languages, 
different customs and different missions.  No church is the same.  But what makes us (Anglicans) unique is 
the actual strength in that diversity.  Even at the church level, we have a diverse congregation, each of us 
finding a different ministry or reason why we love St. Mark’s.  My belief is that in growing St. Mark’s, and 
through that diversity, we are each called to appeal to a different potential member.  There is no one 
message.  The message we each have is unique and it is our mission to carry our message to others. 
 
As Chip mentioned in his message to you all last month, we had our Vestry retreat last month and a major 
focus was on church growth and keeping the aspects of St. Mark’s that makes us so special.  We used 
Mathew 4:12-23 as a focus passage.  We talked about what it meant to each of us and reflected on it.  I 
highlight a section Mathew 4:19  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.”  
As Jesus started his ministry there at Capernaum so we are starting our ministry here at St. Mark’s. 
 
++ Yours in faith 
 
Jim Nishimura, Junior Warden   james.nishimura@cgi.com; 908-625-7103 

 
January Operating Income was higher than budgeted due to the number of pledges received.  Thank you to 
all the families that contributed.   
 
Operating Expenses were slightly favorable due to timing. For January, Net Operating Income was nearly at 
break even, significantly better than forecasted.   

FINANCE REPORT 

2016 VESTRY 
 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Chip Hughes 
Junior Warden: Jim Nishimura 
Grounds: Norm Graff 
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Jan Williams 
Finance: David Taylor 
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips 
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner 
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler 

 
 
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
Membership: Patti Pierson 
 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Mary Urbas 
 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor 

mailto:james.nishimura@cgi.com
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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
  
My joy and love of music is endless. It pervades my life much like the Holy Spirit sinks deep into our 
hearts and in the world around us. But although my joy of singing will never stop, I feel it is time for me 
to retire from my current position as your Director of Music. Although my love for St. Mark’s remains 
strong, the changes in my personal and family life require more of my attention and it is likely time for 
the church to have a new face in music here regardless. 
  
During my almost 15 years at the musical “helm” I have enjoyed working with so many singers and 
musicians who are as passionate at celebrating worship through music as I am. We have weekly 
shared a common bond and have always had a special community together. I thank them all in 
superlatives too many to say. I have also had the privilege of working with four different Rectors who 
have allowed me to freely express my art and passion unhindered by formality; especially our wonderful 
current Rector, Rick Morley. 
  
The message to God through music is supreme in many ways. This poem by hymn writer Robert Lowry 
states it well: 
  

“My life flows on in endless song 
Above earth’s lamentation 

I hear the sweet though distant hymn 
That hails a new creation 

No storm can shake my inmost calm 
While to that rock I’m clinging 

Since Christ is Lord of heav’n and earth, 
How can I keep from singing?” 

  
My deepest expressions of thanks, love and peace to you all! 
 
 
Bill 
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