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RECTORôS MESSAGE: 
 

I grew up in a church that treated music, not as something that you tagged onto 
the service, but as a foundational way to pray and experience God. I have vivid 
memories of being a very young child and bringing my grandmotherôs wooden 
spoon to church so that I could ñconductò the choir from the back pew. I 
remember singing some of the great hymns of the church and finding myself 
getting so choked up that I couldnôt keep singing. I remember singing in the 
many choirs that the church offered, and feeling a sense that I was valued for 
leading the congregation in its sung-prayer. 
 
Really and truly, were it not for the way that I experienced God in the music of 
the church, I may not have become a priest. 
 
Some years ago now, when I arrived here at St. Markôs, I felt like the luckiest 
rector in the whole world to have Bill & Lauran Corson and Lois Buesser here at 
the helm. I was beyond excited to have such a wonderful and dedicated choir, 
and an amazing bell choir to boot. I was also blown away that part of the 
longstanding tradition of St. Markôs was to be a place where the performing arts 
was valued, and a place where the community gathered for operas and 
musicals. 
 
And, besides the wonderful music made, Iôve come to treasure my friendships 
with the Corsons and the Buessers. They are great artists. But, they are also 
great people - great families. 
 
As Bill prepares to step down as music director, and as Lois does the same as 
organist, Iôm looking forward to celebrating their long and fruitful ministries here 
at St. Markôs. They have each been integral to the life and ministry of St. Markôs 
for so long, and have shaped our community as a parish at prayer and song. 
 
In the coming weeks I, in consultation with the wardens and vestry, will be 
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- Vision - 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the hungry, 
care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts, learning,  

fellowship, and to worship and pray at God's Altar in the Eucharist. 

 
 

Psalm 96:1-2 
 

Sing to the Lord a 
new song; 

   sing to the Lord, 
all the earth. 

Sing to the Lord, 
praise his name; 

   proclaim his 
salvation day after 
day 

A CALL TO ACTION: 
 
Itôs Lent! Find a lenten discipline that will help you grow in your relationship with God. If you need some 
good ideas, see stmarksbr.org/lent 
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ABOUT THE SEASON 

From the Ash Wednesday Liturgy, BCP 264-265: 
 
Dear People of God: The first Christians observed 
with great devotion the days of our Lord's passion 
and resurrection, and it became the custom of the 
Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence 
and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in 
which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy 
Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because 
of notorious sins, had been separated from the body 
of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and for-
giveness, and restored to the fellowship of the 
Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in 
mind of the message of pardon and absolution set 
forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need 
which all Christians continually have to renew their 
repentance and faith. 
 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to 
the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination 
and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; 
and by reading and meditating on God's holy Word. 
And, to make a right beginning of repentance, and as 
a mark of our mortal nature, let us now kneel before 
the Lord, our maker and redeemer. 

SERMONS & READINGS 

RECTORôS  MESSAGE (CONôT) 

 
March 5:  
Adam and Eve are tempted by the snake in the Gar-
den and Jesus is tempted by Satan in the wilder-
ness. 
 
March 12:  
A Pharisee, named Nicodemus, approaches Jesus 
at night, and Jesus blows his mind. 
 
March 19:  
A Samaritan woman, with a colorful past, meets  
Jesus at a well. She offers him water, and he offers 
her ñliving water.ò 
 
March 26:  
Jesus heals a man who had been born blind, and 
everyone is confused. Everyone else had always 
had their sight, but they canôt see to ñseeò anything. 

setting up a search committee to accomplish 
several tasks. First, the committee will set the tone 
and direction of the music program under the 
direction of an interim organist. Second, the 
committee will conduct a suitable canvas of the 
parish to seek input on our music ministries and 
what we think weôre looking for in a new music 
director. And, third, they will solicit applications, 
conduct interviews, and assist me in calling a new 
Director of Music. 
 
We will never be able to ñreplaceò musicians - or 
friends - like Bill and Lois, but we will lean heavily 
on the amazing work theyôve done, and seek and 
build off of that solid foundation. 
 
Iôm grateful to God for Bill Corson, Lauran Corson, 
and Lois Buesser, and their families. May God 
continue to bless them, as we continue to lift our 
voices in prayer and praise. 
 
Godôs Peace, 
 
Rick+ 
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The Lion's Roar  

SAVE THE DATE! 
CHARTER DAY is scheduled for Saturday, May 20th. 
Families & Teens are needed to help spray paint hair, make & sell baked goods, and spread good cheer! 
Look for sign-up's in April  

HOW TO GET INVOLVED: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
HAPPENINGS: 

 
In February the Sunday School 
children learned about baptism in 
many different ways including 
óbaptizingô their own special ob-
jects from home.  After weeks of 
practice the children sang beauti-
fully at the family service on Feb 
12th.   
 
There are great things planned 
for the spring, so please join us 
every week downstairs! 

 

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS: 
 

Confirmation Retreat  
Eleven members of the J2A class had an overnight retreat at Kirkridge in PA.  Special thanks to the chaper-
ones: Fr. Rick, Jan Laird-Kendall, and Gerald Creighton! Catching up with the teens the morning after they 
had these things to say: Fr. Rick taught them about the church and its history with engaging meaningful les-
sons, They used adjectives such as: ñthough-provokingò, òinformationò, ñinterestingò, ñhelpfulò. Also, there 
was apparently an intense stand-off with ladybugs? Overall, they said this retreat allowed them to be better 
prepared and ready to take their Confirmation vows this spring. 
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This time of year, everyone is thinking about ñMarch Madness.ò  Well, here at St. Markôs weôre not thinking of 
college basketballé..weôre talking Rummage Sale!  Really, itôs just as much fun to be a part of!  Youôve 
probably heard that our twice yearly rummage sales are the largest fundraisers here at St. Markôs.  But, there 
is a wonderful community service and outreach component to these sales, too.  First, we provide an easy 
way for people living in our community and surrounding towns to donate new and gently-used items that are 
no longer of use to them.  Second, our neighbors and those in need may purchase these goods at amazingly 
low costs.  Finally, many of the things that are not sold go to charities to benefit those less fortunate.  We 
deliver the rest to the Visiting Nurses Association rummage sales to benefit this fabulous group.  A win for 
all!  So, please check the sign-ups, mark your calendars, spread the word and join in! 
 

Notes: 
¶ With this lovely warm weather, activities will be starting 
up at our Ross Farm Giving Garden very soon.  Watch 
for notices and send me word if youôd like to volunteer. 

 
¶ We will NOT be serving at the Morristown Soup Kitchen 
this month. 

 
Many thanks! 

STEWARDSHIP FELLOWSHIP 

The Lenten season gives us time to pause, reflect, 
and really think about the important things in our 
lives: our relationship with God, with each other, and 
how we serve our world to our communities, near 
and far. 
 
It gives us time to count our blessings and 
appreciate all the good things we have.  Lent is an 
excellent  time to consider how we can make a 
difference.   
 
Thank you all so very, very much for all you do for 
St. Mark's.  We have such a special place to 
worship God, learn about Jesus, give to St. Mark's 
and our ministries, and come together at all 
moments of our lives, the tough times and the 
joyful.  Your support, through your pledge, makes all 
this possible.  We are so blessed to have each and 
every one of you.  Thank you, you truly make a 
difference!  

The mid-Lent brunch is fast approaching! The date 
is March 12th ( the same as daylight savings) so 
donôt be late! There will be a sign up sheet in the 
Narthex, please bring your favorite brunch item with 
enough to share, and if you forget something please 
come anywayðwe are good sharers! I will be look-
ing for volunteers to help with set up the day before, 
clean up afterward and kitchen volunteers to help 
warm up food and serve.  Nothing too difficult or a 
big time commitment, just an opportunity to be part 
of a long tradition here at St. Markôs. 
 

The fellowship committee will be meeting again, and 
we are always anxious for new ideas, so please 
think about participating and let me know your 
thoughts. See you at brunch. 


