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There I was, sitting at the town pool, with my girls splashing around with their 
friends, and I was plunged again and again into memories both sweet and sour. 
 

I remembered sitting on our bed, holding my wife, as we cried through our first 
miscarriage. A few days later, we gathered with our priest around the baptismal 
font in which we had hoped that that child would have been baptized in, and we 
prayed the Psalms of Lament. 
 

I remembered the surge of love and ecstasy of wonder when I held my first child 
in my arms. The nurse bundled her up like a little burrito, handed her to me, and 
left the room. There I was all alone with this new little miracle, still covered in 
gray goo. 
 

I remembered getting in over my head at work, and a dear colleague pulling me 
aside to ask if there was a picture of me above my children's beds. I said, "... 
Uh, no..." He then proceeded to say that I should consider that so my children 
would remember what their father looked like. 
 

Ouch. 
 

I was at the pool reading Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg's book Nurture the Wow: 
Finding Spirituality in the Frustration, Boredom, Tears, Poop, Desperation, 
Wonder, and Radical Amazement of Parenting, which caused me to examine 
my parenting—both in the past and in the present—and to remember that 
parenting is a spiritual practice. It's not something that I try to fit my spiritual life 
around. It is the bulk of my spiritual life. 
 

In this sense, the book was like the Examen of St. Ignatius of Loyola, a pregnant 
pause to reflect back on the father I've been, and reflect forward on the kind of 
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Exodus 34:29 
 
Moses came down 
from Mount Sinai. 
As he came down 
from the mountain 
with the two 
tablets of the 
covenant in his 
hand, Moses did 
not know that the 
skin of his face 
shone because he 
had been talking 
with God 
 

Church Office Closed for Part of August 
The long-awaited HVAC work for the sanctuary will begin soon. We are being told that 
the work should begin on 8/9 and go for two weeks. During that time, we will have lim-
ited access to the office and Ann will be working from other locations in the build-
ing.  She will be checking phone and email messages throughout the day remotely. 
We will communicate with you throughout the process so you know when it is safe to 
once again pop into the office.  Thank you! 
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Verger’s Shtick 

And now for something completely different…  
 
I’m going to let you know monthly what it is to be a 
verger.  
 
A verger is a person within the Church who assists 
the clergy in the conduct of worship. It is said that the 
verger serves the church in a ministry of welcome 
and the duties of the verger vary, they can be paid or 
volunteer (this is a totally volunteer position). They 
may serve in other capacities throughout the church; 
such as Sacristan, Acolyte Master, Chalice Bearer, 
Lay Reader, Usher, Protector of the Procession, 
Doorkeeper or anything else that the parish requires.  
 
The Office of Verger dates back to the Middle Ages 
when the Verger was the "Protector of the 
Procession." He led the procession into the church or 
cathedral, clearing the way for the procession and 
protecting it from vagabonds and animals that tried to 
attack it. Today, you see me ceremonially leading the 
procession. I wear verger vestment and carry a verge 
(Staff of Office) to help clear the way, and point the 
way for the procession.  
 
There are also many other things that come along 
with this ministry, but we’ll save the hair burning and 
cross dropping for the future.   
 
Yours in Christ, 
Chuck 
 
 

Rector’s Message Cont’d.. 

father I want to be, and that God wants me to be. 
Yes, I've been called by God to be a priest, but God 
has also called me to shape the lives, minds, and 
spirits of my (not so) little ones—and to be shaped 
and formed by them too. 
 

My family is getting ready to head off on an RV trip 
across the country. We'll all be living in extremely 
tight corners while taking in new cities and 
landscapes and cuisines and experiences together. 
Nurture the Wow has reframed this family vacation 
for me as a sacred time to be with my family, and to 
see all the wonders and disappointments, the times 
we get lost and the times we lose our minds as 
opportunities to be shaped by each other, and by 
the One who always journeys alongside us. 
 

One of my favorite lines of the book is: 
 

Parenthood is supposed to magically transform us. 
I mean, it transforms us. Just not magically. The 
transformation is damn hard work. [Page 71] 
 

So true. And, isn't transformation the work of God? 
Isn't that what it's ALL about? Isn't that the very 
essence of the spiritual life? 
 

And, isn't it just sometimes incredibly hard work? 
Daunting? Scary? Exhausting? Infuriating? 
 

But, in the end, isn't that what makes it so good? 
 

Peace, 
Rick 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
August 6 - Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up a mountain and is transfigured before their eyes. 
 

August 13 - Jesus send the disciples across the Sea of Galilee by themselves, and they are confronted by a 
huge storm. Jesus walks out to them, and calms the sea, and compels them to have faith. 
 

August 20 - Jesus has an incredibly awkward interaction with a woman who is in great need. He appears to 
want to send her away, but she ends up being a woman of great faith. 
 

August 27 - Jesus takes his disciples to Caesarea Philippi, a strange and evil place. And here, in this place 
of darkness, Peter is able to see who Jesus really is. 

Upcoming Sundays 
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The Lion's Roar 

St. MARK’S FALL 2017 RUMMAGE SALE 
SEPT 15

th
 and 16

TH
, 2017 

MARK YOUR CALENDERS – GIVE OF YOUR TIME 
 
SET UP: Saturday, Sept  9th at 9:30 am 
SORT:  Sunday, Sept 10th – Thursday, Sept 14th 
DONATIONS: Accepted from Sunday 1:00pm-Wed. 6:00pm 
BAKE SALE: Baked goods delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM 
SALE: Friday, Sept 15th (9:00am – 2:00pm) 
          Saturday, Sept 16th (9:00AM-2:00PM) 
CLEAN UP: Saturday, Sept 16th at 2:30PM 
 

 
This is the first important fund raiser of the year for the church. We need significant donations of your  
unwanted and/or un-used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell your friends and family of the  
opportunity to donate their unwanted goods to St. Mark’s Rummage Sale. 
 
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept: 
 
Mattresses or box springs 
Electronic equipment over 5 years old 
Baby equipment over 5 years  old that are not to safety codes and No Cribs 
Sporting equipment over 5 years old – No exercise equipment 
Analog TV, VHS or Cassettes 
Books – only novels, historical or children’s books –No text, travel or guide books 
Shoes – only in good condition. No worn out sneakers, please 
No gas operated machinery 
No entertainment cabinets that were built for the old TV’s 
Rugs – only area rugs 
A Favor Please: 
Toys – bundle parts together 
Men’s suits or jackets – mark size 
Linens – mark size 
 
Please look for the sign up sheet and give of your time generously to make this another successful fund 
raiser for the church. We look forward to working with you and sharing in the fellowship. 
 
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer  
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FINANCE REPORT 

Youth Group Happenings... 

 

Stay tuned - the first classes will begin Sept. 17th at 
9am.  If you have a middle or high school aged young 
adult who has not yet participated in a youth group at 
St. Mark’s, please reach out to Jackie:                  
djjataylor@aol.com so that they can be added to the 
distribution lists.  Emails will be sent shortly to youth 
group families with more information.  

 

 
Operating Net Income through June was (+$18k) above budget.   
 
June pledged income was below prior months and budget.  However, YTD pledged income is $8k  
above budget.  Operating Expenses for the month were in line with budget.  YTD operating expenses  
were (+$10k) favorable to budget driven by lower utility costs, and timing of maintenance and outreach  
expenses.     

  

 
Join the smARTS team as we begin our new season 
on Wednesday, September 26th through November 
15th. This fall we'll be working on making art that 
helps others strengthen their faith. It's going to be a 
super-cool project! 
 
Join us as we diligently work to create art full of faith 
and love for all to enjoy! No special skills are needed 
we will help you find your creative niche! 
 
See you there, 4:00 - 5:30 Wednesdays ! 

 

smARTS 

mailto:djjataylor@aol.com
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 God has truly blessed our Giving Gardens at the Ross Farm this year -- they are thriving!  We have 
already harvested over 500 lbs. of fresh produce for the Food Bank of Somerset County and the Food 
Pantry Co-op in Bernardsville. Come join us as we harvest each week! 
 

 
 

Please come and help Kit McLaughlan (kit.mclaughlan@gmail.com)  prepare and serve food for those in 
need at the Community Soup Kitchen at the Church of the Redeemer in Morristown on Wednesday, 
August 30. 

 

Looking for a rewarding community service project for you and your children?  Come join us again to 
distribute food in Somerville for the Food Bank Network of Somerset County!   
 
Each Saturday morning during September, Jackie Taylor heads up a small team of volunteers at the 
United Reformed Church, 100 West Main Street in Somerville, to prep and hand out non perishables and 
fresh produce to local families in need who don't make it to the Food Bank during weekdays.  This is a super 
opportunity for teen  community service, and your kids are welcome to bring along friends to help out and 
make it fun!  Please contact Jackie Taylor (djjataylor@aol.com) or Jan Williams (rjwillia16@gmail.com).  

STEWARDSHIP 

  
There's a buzz in the air that things are happening 
at St. Mark's this month.  Our sanctuary and narthex 
will be updated with new flooring and cleaning the 
pews - it's going to look fantastic!  A huge thank you 
to all who have contributed and to Lauran Corson 
and Patti Pierson who spent so much time 
researching and finding the best flooring possible for 
our needs.  Stewardship is about sharing our time 
and talent as well as our treasure.  We so 
appreciate and need the gifts of your pledges but 
also your invaluable time and talent.  There's a 
poster in the parish hall with a list of needs for 
further work in the church.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to work as a community together 
to help improve St. Mark's.  Thanks to all who have 
already signed up - you're making a big difference 
for us all.  If you have a chance please see if you 
can help - it will certainly be appreciated!  

FELLOWSHIP 

 
On July 9th we had a wonderful service to honor and 
acknowledge our community of firefighters and 
EMT’s in Basking Ridge, over 40 volunteers and their 
families came to our 9:15 service for the blessing of 
the fire trucks. It was St. Mark’s chance to thank 
them for all they do in service to our communi-
ty.  Afterward there a reception for all in the parish 
hall.  It  was a great time of fellowship honoring our 
neighbors who give so much of their time and tal-
ents.  Much thanks to Carol  DeCoste and Anne 
Post, who were an incredible help in keeping things 
moving in the kitchen (sharing with me their time and 
talents!) 
Please also remember there are still some openings 
for summer coffee hour--super easy….. A cold bever-
age and simple snacks are all you need to host!! 
Look for open dates and sign up in the parish hall. 

mailto:kit.mclaughlan@gmail.com
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ANNIVERSARIES 
 

8-6  Mike & Ann Millan 

8-9       Robert & Jennifer Phillips 

8-10     Joe & Lorri Layton 

8-27     Bill & Betsy Coffin 

8-28     John & Theresa Wojnar 
 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 
8-1  Adelene Sant Foster 
8-2  Carole Pasquale 

8-3  Danielle Lupo 

8-4 Bill Coffin 

8-6  Samantha Glass 

         Lia Knill 
8-7  Morgan Defeo 

         Samantha Lunny 

8-11   Bill Walsh 

8-12   Lisa Keenan 

Laura Mooney 

8-13    Sarah Post 
8-14    Jean Kendall 

Kevin Larner 
8-15     Ed Kirch 

8-17   Emma Hale 

Peter Phillips 

8-18 Robert Buesser 
Jeffery Heiner 
Kristen Lunny 

Kiyomi Urbas 

8-20     Emie Williams 

Miles Kochek 

8-21     David Taylor 
8-22     Sophia Donelan 

Tom Mooney 

8-23     Colleen Luongo 

8-25     Bruce Walker 
Tosan Eweka 

Matthew Seitz 

8-26 Jessica Solon 

8-27     Hannah Richardson 

8-28     Kevin Lazo 

A Thank you from Outreach 
 
Blood Drive   
In partnership with Congregation B’nai Israel and led by Basking Ridge resident Regan Asay, we hosted a 
successful Blood Drive for the American Red Cross on July 23rd. 
 

There has been a severe blood shortage this summer.  The Red Cross had reached out to us to see if we 
would host a summer blood drive, and we offered the use of our Parish Hall and our support with publicity. 
And a number of our members made blood donations. 
 

The Red Cross set a goal of 25 units of blood.  28 units were donated, potentially saving 84 lives. 
 

Stay tuned for our next Blood Drive in November. 

 

The Altar Guild Needs You! 
The St. Marks  Altar Guild is looking for volunteers.  
Please contact Jeanne Wyatt, jbw451@yahoo.com, 
for more information and to learn about the mission of 
the Altar Guild. 
 
 

Announcements          LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 
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WARDEN’S CORNER: 
 
As I write this month’s Warden’s Corner, I am almost exactly three-quarters of the way through my two-year 
stint as one of your Wardens.  So, I thought this might be a good time to step back and reflect on what we’re 
trying to accomplish, and where we are in actually accomplishing it. 
As you know, our theme is growth—both spiritual growth for those already part of St. Mark’s, and growth of 
the parish as we attract new families into our church community. 
 
I see the path toward this growth as having two parts—addressing negative elements that could serve as 
stumbling-blocks to our progress, and creating positive experiences that go beyond what we’ve traditionally 
done to support growth. 
 
On the negative side is the condition of our facilities.  To me, risking the sanctuary HVAC system going out 
for months is a stumbling-block.  Having a parking lot pockmarked with potholes is a stumbling-
block.  Greeting parishioners and visitors with a dilapidated sanctuary carpet is a stumbling-block.  Having a 
wall of flaking paint on the outside of the chapel is a stumbling-block. 
 
So, we’ve raised the money and, just as importantly, organized the energy to deal with these and other 
facilities issues.  The parking lot has been re-done (thanks, Norm!).  The sanctuary HVAC system will be 
replaced this month (thanks, Jeff!).  I hope the sanctuary flooring will soon follow (thanks, Lauran and Patti!), 
with the added bonus of refinished altar area furniture and pews.  We have begun to assess the chapel 
situation.  And, many parishioners have stepped up and put their names against the remaining list of projects 
that is posted in the Parish hall (thanks to all!). 
 
These material things aren’t what we’re about—Jesus didn’t have a building at all!—but in today’s world they 
can get in the way, so getting these issues behind us will free us up to put our energy on growth. 
 
Now we can move on to what we are really here for—deepening and broadening our discipleship.  This fall 
we are embarking on two new journeys in this regard.  Father Rick will be leading two new small groups, with 
the goal of expanding this approach in the future.  And, we will be dedicating this fall’s Rector’s Forum 
sessions to Alpha, a path to both deepen our faith and invite others to share it.  These are well-established 
approaches to creating and growing disciples of Jesus Christ.  I am hopeful that each and every one of you 
will see one or both as the most important place to put your time and energy—I am confident you will be glad 
you did! 
 
Best regards, and best wishes for the remainder of your summer! 
Chip Hughes 
Senior Warden, 908-642-6706; chiphughes1031@gmail.com 

2016 VESTRY 
 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Chip Hughes 
Junior Warden: Jim Nishimura 
Grounds: Norm Graff 
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Jan Williams 
Finance: David Taylor 
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips 
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner 
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler 

 
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
Membership: Patti Pierson 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Mary Urbas 
 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor 


