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Our New Director of Music 
 
I am so thrilled to introduce Michael McCormick as our new Director of Music. Our 
Search Committee made up of Martha Heiner, Tom DeFeo, Chip Hughes, Lauren 
Walker, and Robert Phillips did an excellent job surveying the congregation and 
soliciting applicants. We had an incredibly impressive slate of candidates with diverse 
backgrounds and perspectives. 
  
At the end of the day Michael's composure, talent, and energy won me over, and I am 
excited to begin working with him. I hope you all will take a moment to introduce 
yourselves to him and pray for him as he builds on the great foundation of music that 
we have been blessed with. 
  
His first Sunday with us will be September 17th, which is also the church picnic. 
  
A big weekend for St Mark's 
Last Summer, during my sabbatical, I was introduced to the work of Dr. Peter Rollins - 
a philosopher and theologian from Northern Ireland. I read one of his books. It was so 
provocative and full of insight, that I read another book of his. And then another. Pretty 
soon I had read everything he had published, and I was hungry for more. 
  
Pete's theological pursuit brings together a deep knowledge of the great theological 
traditions, the insights of Continental Philosophy (which of late has inspired whole new 
ways to approach the perennial theological questions), and the fascinating perspective 
of psychoanalytic theory. But, don't worry. He's heady, but he's also a delight to listen 
to. He's fond of parables and stories, and he's one of the great storytellers of our age. 
  
He will be leading an all-day seminar at St Mark's on September 23rd entitled "Beyond 
Belief." Pete does this seminar all over the country, and he packs them in every time. 
In the evening he will present his quite popular "Pints and Parables," and then he will 
be giving the sermon on September 24th. 
  
We are incredibly fortunate to have such a nationally known voice come to St Mark's, 
and I really hope you take advantage this opportunity! 
  
Rick 
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- Vision - 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the 
hungry, care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts, 

learning, fellowship, and to worship and pray at God's Altar in the Eucharist. 

 
Let love be 

genuine; hate 
what is evil, hold 

fast to what is 
good; love one 

another with 
mutual affection, 

outdo one 
another in 

showing honor. 
 

Romans 12:9 

 

A CALL TO ACTION: 

 

Register for Beyond Belief and Pints and Parables on September 23rd! (There are scholarships availa-

ble - let Fr. Rick know.) 



2 

Michael McCormick  

 I have been a church musician since the 8th grade, 
starting as a cantor at a Catholic church in my hometown of 
Oneida, NY. Since then I have been an organist and singer at 
churches of all denominations, taking pieces of each parish with 
me to the next. Though I was raised Catholic, and still consider 
myself as such, my faith is transforming and growing every day.  
 After learning more about what St. Mark's is and the 
types of projects it participates in, I know that it is the next place 
for me. This is what my faith and spirit needs right now, and I am 
so thankful to have found it. St. Mark's is not only the next step 
in my spiritual journey, but in my musical one as well. I had 
heard great things about the music at St. Mark's from a 
colleague of mine, and that was only reinforced when I got to 
work with the choir and hear them sing. Their ability and 
willingness to make music with me was both moving and 
uplifting; it is an experience that I look forward to having every 
week.  
 I am honored to be your new Music Director and I hope 
that I can help all of us to share in praising God through our 
music.  

SERMONS & READINGS  

 Upcoming Sundays 
 
September 3 (Labor Day Weekend) - In Romans 12, 
Paul gives us an amazing recipe for Christian living: 
Outdo one another in love and honor. 
  
September 10 - Jesus presupposes conflict within 
the church. It's just going to happen. We're human. 
And, there is a healthy, holy way to deal with this 
conflict that could serve us all. 
  
September 17 (The church picnic, at the home of 
Bruce and Lauren Walker) - Peter asks Jesus how 
many times he needs to forgive someone. "As many 
as seven times?" he asks... Peter was probably 
pretty pleased with his graciousness. Jesus wasn't. 
  
September 24 - Noted author and speaker Peter 

Rollins will be with us. Who knows what he'll say?! 

But, whatever he says, we will go away not just with 

new answers to old questions, but new questions to 

old answers. 

Church Picnic—Sunday, September 17th 
 
Our annual church picnic will take place after the 
10am service on 9/17.   
 
Bruce & Lauren Walker have graciously accepted 
our request to host this year's event in their back-
yard! It will be a quick trip across the street after 
church, no driving required. 
 
Look for a signup sheet in the Link.  
 
St. Mark's will provide drinks, burgers and dogs. 
Please plan to bring a side or dessert to share. And 
don't forget—BYOC (bring your own chair)  
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The Lion's Roar ~ Focus on Outreach 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED: 

Ushers Needed 
 
We are in need of additional ushers for our Sunday services. It is an easy responsibility and we put togeth-
er our monthly schedules based on your availability to avoid any conflicts. Please contact the office or Jim 
Martucci directly if you are interested and can help out. All are welcome to serve. Thank you. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS: 
We hope the kids have been enjoying their summer! It was nice to see many of them at VBS last 
week.  Regular Sunday school will start up again on September 17th. We will have three classes this 
fall,  preschool, K-1, and 2-4. We welcome all children and parents to visit at any time to check out our pro-
gram. This year we are focusing on the Old Testament. Lots of great stories, crafts and songs.  We hope to 
see a lot of familiar faces and hopefully some new ones too.   

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS: 
Families of the new Rite 13 class have been contacted - volunteer leaders needed!  Youth Groups will meet 
for the first time September 17th at 9am. Look for an email with more details soon.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School campers celebrating at Ross Farm 
 

Big thanks to adults who helped make the week a success: Carol Pasquale, John Lyga, Jan Williams, and 

Martha Heiner.   And a special thanks to our VBS volunteers! 
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God’s Giving Garden:  1,100 pounds harvested so far this season and still growing! 
 
Somerville Saturdays in September:  For a number of years now as part of our partnership with the Food 
Bank Network of Somerset County, volunteers from St. Mark’s have passed out food during mornings in 
September to those in need in Somerville at the United Reformed Church, 100 West Main Street.  With just a 
short commitment of time each of 4 Saturday mornings, your children and teens can get great community 
service experience and hours.  We really need volunteers still for this September.  If you can help, please 
contact Jackie Taylor (djjataylor@aol.com) or me (rjwillia16@gmail.com).  Kids can bring along friends and 
make this fun for all! 

Box-Packing Day:  On Sunday morning, October 22, our Sunday School kids and teens will once again 
work together on an Outreach issue.  In April, we held Seed and Feed Day to work on activities focused on 
hunger in our community, followed by Community Hope Day in May, when we highlighted the challenges of 
homelessness in our local veterans community.  With this third joint community service Sunday, we will focus 
on international relief, working together to fill “Christmas for Children” boxes for Samaritan’s Purse.  These 
boxes travel all around the world to benefit kids in great need, so what a great message for our kids to think 
about as the holidays approach.   How can you help?  We would welcome donations of toys (not war-
themed), small pieces of new clothing, hygiene items, and crafts and school supplies, suitable for a girl or 
boy in these age ranges -- 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14 yrs old.  All donations need to fit in shoe-sized boxes.  Please 
do not donate liquids, chocolates or other perishables, breakables, fruits and drink mixes, or medicines and 
vitamins.  We would also appreciate monetary donations to purchase these items, so watch for our basket at 
our picnic and in the Narthex throughout September and early October.  Of course, if you would prefer to fill 
a box yourself, we have them available.  Many thanks, as always, for your support of our kids and outreach 
programs! 

STEWARDSHIP 

 
We hope you’ve had a wonderful summer.  It’s love-
ly to have you back again.  Thank you for your con-
tinued support.  It really allows St. Mark’s to contin-
ue operating for our community, for each other, and, 
most importantly, it’s our gift in thankfulness to God 
for all that we have.  At the end of this month we’ll 
be sending pledge statements so that you can 
check where you stand.  Thank you so much for 
keeping up with your donations – it makes a real 
difference. 
  
We’re excited to let you know that we’ll be starting 
our 2018 Stewardship Pledge Kick-off Campaign on 
October 1 with a “Bring in the Harvest” theme.  We’ll 
be starting our Kick-off with homemade soups at 
coffee hour that day. 
  
Save the date for our Stewardship Celebration Din-

ner on Saturday, November 11.  All are invited, in-

cluding children.  For those who prefer a daytime 

celebration, you are warmly invited on Monday, No-

vember 13 for a Stewardship Celebration Lunch.  

More details coming soon! 

 
This month, our sanctuary is getting a makeover - 
floors, carpet, woodwork refinished, and new heating 
and air conditioning! 
 
Curbing Hunger Race on September 4th - Come out 
to town for the races! 
 
Church Picnic at The Walkers 

Join us on Sunday, 9/10, for a church picnic at the 
Walkers Backyard.  thank you, Bruce & Lauren, for 

hosting! 
Please plan to bring a dish to share - hotdogs and 
hamburgers provided!  In the event of rain, we will 
move the party to the parish hall. 
 
Fall Rummage Sale!  Sept 15th & 16th 
 
Somerville Saturdays 
St. Mark’s volunteers will be distributing food at the 
United Reformed Church in Somerville each Saturday 
morning in September 
 
Keansburg Soup Kitchen 
9/6 & 9/20 we will be serving lunch at St. Mark’s in 
Keansburg 

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS 

mailto:djjataylor@aol.com
mailto:rjwillia16@gmail.com
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Anniversaries: 

 

9/1    Rob & Nancy Brangaccio 

         Christian & Colleen Luongo 

9/7    Ken & Jennifer Solon 

9/8    Martin & Louise Hale 

9/9    Robert & Patricia Pierson 

9/15  Noyoze & Yeta Eweka 

9/16  Tim & Lisa Keenan 

9/17  Bill & Annabelle Wilmer 
9/18  Jim & Michelle Martucci 
9/22  Gerald & Lesley McDonnell 
9/26  Jim & Therese Nishimura  

 

9/1    Rob Pierson 

9/2    Jeffrey Hooper 
9/3    Connie Rose 

9/4    Rachel Post 
9/5    Lauren Walker 
9/6    Yeta Eweka 

         Andrew Walker 
9/7    Doriann Sanchez 

9/8    Marliese Knill 
         Doug Marston 

9/9    Teri Passarello 

9/13  Long Grant 
9/14  Glenn West 
         Spenser Thoma 

9//16 George Helmke 

9/17  Ann Lee 

9/18  Linda Aul 
9/19  Elaine Jones 

9/20  Martha Heiner 
         Anju Ittycheria 

        Caroline Mooney 

9/21 Jason Denechaud 

          Joe Layton 

        Brenda Mandeen 

9/23 Stuart Pasquale 

9/24 Laurie Lupo 

        Jonathan Lupo 

9/28 Lea O’Shea 

          Bridget Nishimura 

9/29 Matthew McDonnell 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE REPORT 

July Results 
 
Operating Net Income through July is $23K; +35K vs Budget.  For the first time in years, St. Mark’s will 

not operate in a deficit during the summer months!   
July pledged income was $13K above budget (offsetting the June drop).  Thank you to all those who 

contributed pledges in July.  Operating Expenses for July were favorable due to timing of personnel 
expenses.   

YTD operating expenses were (+$10k) favorable to budget driven by lower utility costs, and timing of 
maintenance, outreach, and personnel expenses.     
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MONTHLY CALENDAR LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 

Worship: 
 
Sunday 
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite II (June 4th & 11th) 

Moving back to 10am beginning on Sept 10th 
 

9am Wednesday in Post Chapel 
 
Sept 7   
Ridge Oak Service, 10am 
  Fellowship Village service, 11am 
Sept 14 
  Fellowship Village service, 11am 
 
Meetings: 
Sept 11 
  Wardens Meeting 6pm 
  Finance Meeting  7pm 
Sept 18 
  Vestry Meeting 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Join the fun, Ring bells!   

All are welcome. 
 

Our beginning bell choir will be starting to ring 
again this fall and if you think you might like to 
learn to ring bells, we welcome you to join us 
on Tuesday evenings at 7:15.  We ring easy 
music and have had ringers from 8 to 80.  If 
you bring a kid, consider staying and ringing, 
too.  You do not need to be able to read music.   
 

We start on time at 7:15 and end at 8:00 pm  
We ring in church about every 2 months, and I 
think our group will tell you that we have a 
good time.  If you would like to try it, speak to 
me after church or call me.  My email address 
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WARDEN’S CORNER: 
 
This past Saturday Father Rick and I started the job of demolishing the dais that was under the altar to 

prepare for the new flooring being installed in the Sanctuary.  We both walked in thinking it would take about 

an hour.  Jump forward 24 hours later:  I am still eating Advil like they are popcorn, both Rick and I are 

noticeably moving slower and with a lot more pain than when we walked into the church yesterday, and two 

phrases keep popping into both of our heads:  “It must have been the same architect who designed the 

Great Pyramid” and “Sometime in the distant future when the rest of the church is crumbling, this dais will 

still be there” 

 

But in reflecting back, it felt good to do something for the church beyond just giving money.  It felt good to put 

in some good old fashioned “sweat equity”.  It was comforting to see other people in and out of the church 

doing various jobs preparing for the renovation.  People were painting, moving furniture, boxing up items, 

cleaning out spaces and a myriad of other tasks.  People were investing in our future, doing the hard work 

necessary to help restore our Sanctuary.  It made me think about growth at St. Mark’s and what we want to 

accomplish spiritually.  Growth will not come easily.  It will also take hard work.  Chip said it best when he 

said we are here to deepen and broaden our discipleship.  Being a disciple is also not easy.  It reminded me 

of a quote that is now running through my head this beautiful Sunday by JG Holland “God gives every bird 

its food, but He does not throw it into its nest” 

 

As we head into the Fall season and begin Alpha and our Small Groups, let’s start to embrace our 

spirituality, share God’s blessings and invest a little spiritual sweat equity in growing St. Mark’s.  

 
I hope you all enjoyed your summer. 
 
++ Yours in faith 
 
Jim Nishimura, Junior Warden    
james.nishimura@cgi.com  908-625-7103 
 

One of this year’s goals of the Buildings and Grounds 
commissions is to complete many items on our “to 
do” list. If you have not seen it yet, there is a poster 
on the Parish Hall wall near the kitchen that lists all 
the items that we are trying to complete.  
 
To complete these items, we need your help. 
• Each item has a rough estimate of what the cost 

would be to complete the item.   
• Some items need to be done by a contractor, 

some can be done by a work party, and some 
can be done either way. 

• Each item needs an owner to coordinate the parts 
of the item to completion. This could involve get-
ting estimates from contractors and working with 
the contractor to complete the item. It could be 
getting the necessary materials to do the item 
and organizing a work party to complete the item. 

What you can do: 
• You can volunteer to fund part or all an item. 
• You can volunteer to be the owner of an item to 

make sure it gets completed. 
• You can volunteer to help the owner of the item.  
 
So please look at the list and let me know if you can 
help any of the above ways. 
 
Best way to initially contact me is through email 
ngraff011@gmail.com.  Then we can discuss details 
and your thoughts on the project.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Norm Graff  
 

 

St Mark’s Buildings and Grounds 

mailto:james.nishimura@cgi.com
mailto:ngraff011@gmail.com
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2017 VESTRY 
 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Chip Hughes 
Junior Warden: Jim Nishimura 
Grounds: Norm Graff 
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Jan Williams 
Finance: Dave Taylor 
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips 
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner 
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler 

 
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
Membership: Patti Pierson 
 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Mary Urbas 
 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor 

St. MARK’S FALL 2017 RUMMAGE SALE 
SEPT 15

th
 and 16

TH
, 2017 

MARK YOUR CALENDERS – GIVE OF YOUR TIME 
 
SET UP:  Saturday, Sept  9

th
 at 9:30 am 

SORT:   Sunday, Sept 10
th

 – Thursday, Sept 14
th

 
DONATIONS:  Accepted from Sunday 1:00pm-Wed. 6:00pm 
BAKE SALE:  Baked goods delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM 
SALE:  Friday, Sept 15

th
 (9:00am – 2:00pm) 

           Saturday, Sept 16
th

 (9:00AM-2:00PM) 
CLEAN UP:  Saturday, Sept 16

th
 at 2:30PM 

  
This is the first important fund raiser of the year for the church. We need significant donations of your 
unwanted and/or un-used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell your friends and family of the 
opportunity to donate their unwanted goods to St. Mark’s Rummage Sale. 
  
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept: 
• Mattresses or box springs 
• Electronic equipment over 5 years old 
• Baby equipment over 5 years  old that are not to safety codes and No Cribs 
• Sporting equipment over 5 years old – No exercise equipment 
• Analog TV, VHS or Cassettes 
• Books – only novels, historical or children’s books –No text, travel or guide books 
• Shoes – only in good condition. No worn out sneakers, please 
• No gas operated machinery 
• No entertainment cabinets that were built for the old TV’s 
• Rugs – only area rugs 
• A Favor Please: 
• Toys – bundle parts together 
• Men’s suits or jackets – mark size 
• Linens – mark size 
   
Please look for the sign up sheet and give of your time generously to make this another successful fund rais-
er for the church. We look forward to working with you and sharing in the fellowship.  

 
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer 
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Dear St. Mark's Parishioners, 

 

My name is Brandon Pierson and I am an aspiring Eagle Scout from 
Troop 555 in Basking Ridge. Over the past few weeks I have been 
conducting my Eagle Project at the Ross Farm. 

 

For those of you that do not know, the Ross Farm has a community 
garden that donates fresh grown fruit and vegetables to the Somerset 
County Food Bank. This year alone they have donated more than 700 
pounds of food. 

 

After discussing possible projects with some of the board members at 
the farm, we decided that the farm needs a better composting system. 
So, myself along with my volunteers built a new composting system for 
the garden that encompasses three separate compost bins. Each year 
decomposed soil that is nutrient rich will be spread in the garden while 
the two other bins continue to decompose plant material. 

 

We also decided to build a path around the garden itself which 
encompassed 12,000 square feet.  Often times concerts and outdoor 
festivals are held at the farm and the garden attracts visitors. Many 
people often want to take a closer look at the garden and now they can 
by walking around the perimeter instead of walking through the garden 
and possibly damaging the the plants that are currently growing in it. 
We also built and attached a gate at the the perimeter of the garden, for 
easier access in and out. Finally, we moved all of the old compost into 
the new compost bins. 

 

The cost for all of the building materials for the compost bins, garden gate & garden path as 
well as other supplies for the project has amounted to approximately $750 dollars. I am 
looking for donations to help support the cost of these supplies. If you could please donate 
any amount of money, I, along with Ross Farm and its many volunteers, will greatly 
appreciate it. All checks can be made out to Robert Pierson. 

 

Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you in church. 

 

Yours in Scouting, 
Brandon Pierson  


