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As I mentioned in a recent sermon, the Reveal Survey, which has seen 
participation by 500,000 Christians in 2,000 different churches, came up with a 
lot of insights - and some of them quite surprising. One of them is that the #1 
predictor of spiritual growth is engagement with the scriptures. Churches which 
find ways to engage their membership with the Bible tend to be churches which 
help their people grow in spiritual maturity. 
 

So, armed with that data, here are a few things we're going to try! 
 

First, I've put together a one-sheet resource called "Last Things First," which is 
aimed at helping us all engage with one of the lessons assigned for reading in 
church on the last Sunday of the month. It's pretty simple. The front of the sheet 
has the lesson, along with the prompts for a very brief Bible Study. Flip it over, 
and there's a little information about the passage, some background, and some 
questions to ponder. I've asked the vestry to begin every vestry meeting, 
commission meeting, and any other gathering with the simple 10 minute Bible 
Study. 
 

The format for the Bible study is called "Dwelling in the Word," a tried and true 
way for people to jump into a Bible reading even if they don't know anything 
about it. The lesson is read aloud, and then people are asked what words or 
phrases jumped out at them. The lesson is read again, usually by a different 
person, and the group discusses what, if anything, they think this lesson might 
be saying to us. I think the real magic of Dwelling in the Word comes when you 
do it with the same passage multiple timesðbecause I've found that I discover 
new things each time, and you get to hear different people's perspectives on it. 
 
The idea is that when we get to the last Sunday of the month, a whole bunch of 
us will already have engaged with that lessonðit should feel like an old friend 
then. 
 

Second, I've started a weekly podcast called "Scattered and Sown" which looks 
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In the sixth month 
the angel Gabriel 
was sent by God 
to a town in  
Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a  
virgin engaged to 
a man who name 
of Joseph, of the 
house of David.  

 
Luke:1:26-38  

 

A CALL TO ACTION: 
 

Engage with the scriptures! Find someone to Dwell in the Word with, or listen to the  
podcast before coming to church on a Sunday.  

Continued on page 2 
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at one of the lessons assigned to Sunday morning. It's a way to 
prayerfully engage with the lesson through using various meditative 
techniques. The beauty of a podcast like this is that you don't need 
anything but a few moments alone, and a device to play the 
podcast. You can subscribe to the podcast from the top of the 
website: stmarksbr.org, or from iTunes. 
 
Third, the new worship commission has an idea, which may seem 
counterintuitive, but we're going to give it a try. Some have said that 
we read so much scripture on Sunday mornings, that they have a 
hard time not zoning out. So, we're going to bring some focus to the 
10AM service, and omit either the Old Testament or Epistle lesson. 
We'll take a brief moment of silence following the scripture lesson 
before singing the Psalm and then hearing the Gospel. 
 
I'm excited to see what this engagement with the scriptures might 
bring. After experiencing one or more of the above, let me know 
what you think! 
 
Fr. Rick 

SERMONS & READINGS 

December 3rd - The First Sunday of Advent - The 
Gospel of Mark was written at a time of great 
tribulation, uncertainty, and suffering. Todayôs 
Gospel lesson speaks directly to that situation, and 
asks the People of God to have faith even though 
we donôt know all the answers. 
 

December 10th - The Second Sunday of Advent - 
Weôve just begun a year long journey into the 
Gospel of Mark, and this Sunday weôll hear from the 
first few verses of the book. 
 

December 17th - The Third Sunday of Advent - The 
Advent season is a time of preparation. The rest of 
the world is already decked for Christmas, and 
weôve been hearing Christmas music since late 
October. But, in the church, weôre taking our time 
getting ready for the coming of Christ. Today weôll 
hear about the one whose job it was to prepare the 
world for Jesus: John the Baptist. 
 

December 24th - The Fourth Sunday of Advent - In 
the morning of the 24th, weôll hear from Mary, who is 
expecting her first-born child with great joy and 
anticipation. 
 

December 31st - The First Sunday after Christmas - 
Weôll be digging into the Prologue of the Gospel of 
John, with all its talk of the ñWordò and the ñlight.ò 

 

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 
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The Lion's Roar ~ Focus on Outreach  

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS: 
 
During the month of November the Sunday school classes have been learning 
about the Israelite's' Escape from Egypt and the Ten Commandments. Thanks to 
those of you who have volunteered to help during class time.  Please mark your 
calendars for the creche service on Sunday December 17th at 10am.  Children of 
all ages are encouraged to participate by dressing up or carrying a figure. A 
rehearsal will be held on Saturday December 16th. 

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS: 
St. Markôs J2A class would like to send extended thanks and blessings to Alisa and David who helped get 
our students ready for their Confirmation Vestry service projects!  Their lectures were tremendously helpful 
to all our youthful discerners (and teachers too!).   While our Rite 13 class learned all the many ways to give 
God thanks through prayer.  What a tremendous lifelong blessing to share in this holiday season.  Our 
thanks to all who shared their time, talent and treasures this monthé which includes a special shout-out to 
our official class photographer, Bella, who always knows how to capture memories! 


