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The last several years we’ve not only gathered with our friends at St. John on 
the Mountain for Holy Week, but we’ve also chosen a piece of art to serve as an 
icon for the week. This year we chose another gorgeous painting from Fr. 
Dennis McNally, SJ, a Jesuit priest and artist from Saint Joseph’s University in 
Philadelphia who has been a friend of mine for years and year. 

On the Tuesday of Holy Week, Mother Susan (the Rector of St John’s) and I 
travelled to Philadelphia to meet with Fr Dennis about our Holy Week plans, and 
to pick up the painting from him. I took my minivan, so that I was sure it would fit 
the painting, and when we arrived Dennis was waiting for us with cups of coffee 
and a smile. We went to the building on the St Joe’s campus where the painting 
was hung, and both Susan and I gasped at its beauty. It just glows with a golden 
hue. 

Dennis plucked the painting off the wall, and we walked it out to my van. I 
opened the back hatch of the van, and as we lifted the painting into the van… it 
was immediately apparent that it wouldn’t fit. It’s too big! 

I was crushed, and a little upset with myself that I had just assumed it would fit. I 
was embarrassed that we had driven all that way only to have to leave empty 
handed. And, I was touched at Dennis’ offer to drive it up to Basking Ridge on 
Holy Thursday in time for our service that night. 

I was, I’m sure, visibly distressed, and Susan said, “Well, it’s a perfect metaphor 
for Holy Week. No matter how hard you try, you can never fit it all in!” 

That sentiment is so true for Holy Week. And Easter. Capturing the fullness of 
the depth of the passion and the glory of the resurrection is impossible. You just 
can’t fit it all in. It’s also true about the whole of the spiritual life. No matter how 
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- Vision - 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the hungry, 

care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts, learning,  
fellowship, and to worship and pray at God's Altar in the Eucharist. 

 

“Who will roll 
away the 
stone for us 
from the  
entrance to 
the tomb?” 
When they 
looked up, 
they saw that 
the stone, 
which was 
very large, 
had already 
been rolled 
back.  
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RECTORS MESSAGE CONTINUED 

hard you try, there’s never a moment where you can 
breathe easily and exclaim to the world “I make it!” 

There’s always further to go. There’s always deeper to 
go. There’s always higher to go. And that’s part of the 
beauty. We just scratch the surface of this Thing that 
is so deep and broad. 

And… from now on I’ll be measuring the back of my 
car before I drive two hours to pick up something… 

Happy Easter, 

Rick 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

SERMONS & READINGS 

 
April 1st - Easter Day! We’ll be talking about, 
singing about, and pondering the resurrection! 
 
April 8th - The Sunday after Easter Day is always 
the day when we ponder St. Thomas’ doubt, and 
then his incredible statement of faith. 
 
April 15th - Jesus stands in the Upper Room and 
ask the disciples why they are so afraid. 
 
April 22nd - Jesus proclaim himself as the Good 
Shepherd, and contrasts his love for the sheep with 
the hired hand and the thief who comes to steal. 
 
April 29th - In the first lesson from the Book of Acts, 
St. Philip meets a strange foreigner: a eunuch from 
Ethiopia. The Eunuch asks what would prevent him 
from being baptized, and Philip not thinking of any 
good reason baptized him on the spot. 

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 
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The Lion's Roar ~ Focus on Outreach 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS: 
 
The Sunday school children have been 
working very hard on the Easter Skit. We 
hope to see them all there on Easter Sunday! 
If you would like your child involved in First 
Communion on May 6th please email 
alisalarner@gmail.com.  

 

Youth Group 
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Thanks to all who donated to our Easter ham collection for the food bank.  In all we delivered 47 hams with 6 
bags of sweet potatoes. SWEET! 
 
 

May 20th will be a fun-filled day!   
 

• Hope for the Homeless Veterans through Community Hope at the VA 
collection - We will collect food, toiletries and clothing for men and women 
who have given so much to keep our country safe and free.  Look for further 
details in the Little Roar. 

•  

• Ross Farm Blessing and Planting day - children will be preparing seeds 
for the garden.  Join us after church at noon for planting and blessing of the 
beautiful garden. 

 
 
 
 

In an effort to reach out to families that have recently moved to Basking Ridge, we 
have created a family-friendly invitation to come visit St. Mark’s that will be going out in the mail each month 
to a list of these new residents. Also, we are getting the word out through many social media outlets about 
our upcoming Rummage Sale on April 14th and 15th.      

St. Mark’s Music Series 
 
The next recital in the St. Mark's Music Series in benefit of the Chittick Memorial Fund has been scheduled 
for Sunday, April 22nd, 2:00pm. This recital will feature Jerrick Cavagnaro, senior at Westminster Choir  
College in Organ Performance and Sacred Music. Jerrick is currently Organ Scholar at St. Peter's Episcopal 
Church in Morristown. His senior recital was given recently at Westminster and was filled with both passion 
and skill, performing a wide variety of repertoire, ranging from composers like Bach to Demessieux. Jerrick's 
playing has gotten him acceptances for Masters degrees at both University of Notre Dame and the Yale  
University School of Music, two schools at the top of both Sacred Music and Organ education.  
The recital will be held in the sanctuary, followed by a reception in the parish hall.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a patron of the St. Mark's Music Series, you may contact Director of Music, 
Michael McCormick, at musicdir@stmarksbr.org for more information.  
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Birthdays 
April 1          Cynthia Matthews 

April 3          Scott Layton 

                    Ryan Layton 

April 5          Kit McLaughlan 

                    Connie Smythe 

April 8          Nicholas Coffin 

April 10        John Wojnar 
April 11        Katy Denechaud 

April 14        Molly Gilbert 
                    River Luongo 

                    Ripley Luongo 

April 16        Bonnie Omick 

April 17        Dawn Knill 
April 19        Andrew Rose 

April 20        Tyler Winter 
April 22        Andrea Hooper 
April 24        Ginny Best 
                    Nancy Opremcak 

                    Blake Fletcher 
April 25        Jeanne Wyatt 
April 26        Madison Sinofsky 

 
 
April 28        Abby Larner 
April 30        Bob Dauernheim 

                    Patty Lunny  
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Anniversaries 
 
Don & Daphne Kress 

April 16        
Bucky & Phoebe Menter 
April 23        
Brian & Christine Marston 

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS 
 
Stout Tasting Event 
4/11 
 

Keansburg Soup Kitchen 

4/4 & 4/18 
 

Rummage Sale 

Friday & Saturday, 4/13 & 4/14 
 

St. Mark’s Music Series, Jerrick Cavagnaro, 
Organ 

Sunday, 4/22, 2:00pm 
 

Alpha Program 

4/8 & 4/15 at the Rectory, 5:30pm 

4/29 in the Parish Hall, 5:30pm 
 

 
 
Sunday 
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II &  
    Sunday School 
9am Wednesday in Post Chapel 
 

 
   Sunday, April 1st 

Easter Sunday Services at 8am & 10am 
Easter Egg Hunt following the 10am Service 
 
4/3 
Holly Manor, 10am 
4/5 
Ridge Oak, 10am 
Fellowship Village, 11am 
4/12 
Fellowship Village, 11am 
 

 
Meetings: 
 
4/9   Wardens’ & Finance Meetings 
4/23 Vestry meeting 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 
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Diocese of New Jersey – 2018 convention highlights – Marks of Mission 
 
The 234th Diocesan Convention was held March 2-3, 2018 at the Crowne Plaza in Cherry Hill, NJ. Rep-
resentatives from all the parishes and missions of the Diocese were there, as well as two of our retired 
Bishops and other non-parochial clergy. Representing St. Mark’s were Fr. Morley and Anne and Doug 
Post.  
 
After the opening Eucharist and lunch, the business of convention took place. Elections were held for 
the various posts and committees that require elections and actions were taken on various reports – a 
number of which were non-controversial and combined into one voice vote of approval. 
 
But the principal business was conducted throughout the remainder of Friday and into Saturday – a dis-
cussion of each of the Five Marks of Mission led by the Bishop as his Address to Convention. Briefly, 
the Five Marks of Mission, developed by the Anglican Consultative Council between 1984 and 1990, 
have won wide acceptance among Anglicans, and have given parishes and dioceses around the world 
a practical and memorable way of considering missional activities. They were adopted by General Con-
vention in 2009. Each portion of the Address was accompanied by a video presentation referencing the 
particular Mark under discussion. Link to the videos:  http://dioceseofnj.org/marksofmission/ . Also the 
link to the Bishop’s address to the special convention held last October: http://dioceseofnj.org/diocesan-
news/2017/10/09/bishops-address-to-october-7-special-convention/  
 
The 5 Marks of Mission 
1. Tell: proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
2. Teach: nurture, baptize new believers 
3. Tend: respond to human need by loving service 
4. Transform: by transforming unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and to 
pursue peace and reconciliation 
Treasure: strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew life on earth 

After each address, discussions were held among the delegates in small groups formed by where you 
were sitting. At the end of each group discussion, a ‘scribe’ from each area provided single words or 
phrases that came to the fore within the discussion. These were projected to the convention (and are 
part of the video report.) 
 
And finally, on Saturday the Convention passed the 2018 budget (we have been operating on a 
‘continuing resolution’ since the Special Convention last October) and the 2019 budget. The diocese is 
projecting income (and expenses) of $3.9M for 2018 and approximately $40K less for 2019. There have 
been a few staff reductions, the full effect of which won’t be felt until 2019 due to severance, etc. The 
budget also calls for reduced income from the Diocesan Trust to reduce eating into the principal. 
 
 
 
Anne noted a number of programs/opportunities that we as a parish could consider, learning from the 
success of other parishes in implementing them. Some types of joint activities are already in place – the 
community garden for example. Other outreach programs are also underway – Keansburg, Soup Kitch-
en, County Food Bank support including hams and turkeys, and the like. But there could be others: 
 
1. Look for ways to reach out into the surrounding community to join with and assist in activities/
projects already going on (be a presence in the community, participate in community-wide activities, 
along with other churches). 
2. Continue to communicate broadly, to the community, St. Mark’s activities and offerings (especially 
program offerings to young families) 
3. Look regularly at the Diocese of NJ website for anything that could apply to St. Mark’s programs, 
useful links, and for things that we may wish to participate in, especially anything diocesan-wide that 
would tie into our Journey to Adulthood groups. (Soles4Souls shoe collections; Cross Roads Camp and 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://dioceseofnj.org/marksofmission/
http://dioceseofnj.org/diocesan-news/2017/10/09/bishops-address-to-october-7-special-convention/
http://dioceseofnj.org/diocesan-news/2017/10/09/bishops-address-to-october-7-special-convention/
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Retreat Center in Port Murray, NJ. CrossRoadsRetreat.com) 
Be generous in supporting parishes in need of financial aid (Marks of Mission Giving), while looking continu-
ously at how we can suggest adaptations or changes for the system to work most efficiently for the benefit of 
everyone. 

St. Mark’s – and others – received a ‘shout-out’ for initiating the Way of St. Paul and the Alpha program. And 
also of interest: the Diocesan Youth Officer position has been eliminated. Each Convocation will be given a 
block grant of $5000 to use for youth programming. The next Convocation meeting will be April 4. Anne & I 
and one of the Wardens are delegates to Convocation as well as Convention. I imagine this meeting will, 
among other topics, discuss the use of this money and suggestions will be floated 

And finally, links to convention documents: 
 
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Doc-34-2018-Treasurers-
Report-to-Convention-clean-copy.pdf  
 
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Exhibit-I-2017-BvA-2018-2019
-Budgets.pdf  
 
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Exhibit-III-2018-2019-MoMG-
Alpha-Sort.pdf  
 
http://dioceseofnj.org/constitution-and-canons/ [not updated with 2018 changes] 
 
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Doc-4-ConCan-Report-final-
2018.pdf  [Part III has revised canon presented to convention] 

(Continued from page 6) 

Finance Report 
 

April Lion’s Roar (February YTD Results) 
Operating Net Income through February is -$5.2K; -$7.6K vs Budget. 
YTD operating income shortfall driven by timing of pledged income and building use deposits. 
YTD operating expenses were (+$2k) favorable to timing of outreach programs. 

  

http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Doc-34-2018-Treasurers-Report-to-Convention-clean-copy.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Doc-34-2018-Treasurers-Report-to-Convention-clean-copy.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Exhibit-I-2017-BvA-2018-2019-Budgets.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Exhibit-I-2017-BvA-2018-2019-Budgets.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Exhibit-III-2018-2019-MoMG-Alpha-Sort.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Exhibit-III-2018-2019-MoMG-Alpha-Sort.pdf
http://dioceseofnj.org/constitution-and-canons/
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Doc-4-ConCan-Report-final-2018.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/dioceseofnj/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Doc-4-ConCan-Report-final-2018.pdf
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WARDEN’S CORNER: 
 

Most of us know that St. Mark’s is a member of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey.  But relatively few of 
us know a lot about the many resources the Diocese offers or have gotten very involved with Diocesan activ-
ities.  That includes me.  Trenton, after all, is an hour away.  In past years, at times we did not have a great 
relationship with the Diocese.  We tended to want to go our own way, often forgetting the fact that St. Mark’s 
is part of a larger diocesan family and depriving ourselves of the support that can come from that family.   
Fortunately, I think this has changed, and under Father Rick’s leadership, our ties with the Diocese and its 
mission have been greatly strengthened.   And this has been a mutually beneficial relationship.  Father Rick 
is Dean of the Watchung Convocation, one of the eight regions of the Diocese, and he and others are now 
involved in several Diocesan committees and activities.  I invite you to check out what is happening in the 
Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey and to get involved. 
 
At our last vestry meeting on March 19th, we heard a comprehensive report from Anne and Doug Post, our 
delegates to the Diocesan Convention, which had been held earlier in March.  Anne and Doug spoke of the 
Five Marks of Mission which provide an outline for the missional activities of the Diocese and by extension 
for St. Mark’s.  The wonderful things the St. Mark’s family does, in proclaiming the Good News, serving the 
community and being good stewards of creation, are all entirely consistent with these Five Marks of Mission. 
Anne and Doug also reported on Diocesan finances.  Much as St. Mark’s is funded by its members, the Dio-
cese is funded by its member congregations.  The funding process provides for the Diocese to ask each con-
gregation to pledge a certain percentage of its income to the Diocese.  In recent years, the congregations 
who have been able to meet their target ask amount have been outnumbered by those who are unable.  As 
a result, the Diocese has been forced to spend down its endowment funds and to cut its staff and activities.  
Although some cuts in staff and bureaucracy have probably been helpful, we would certainly like to see the 
financial picture improve. 
 
In recent years, St. Mark’s has been among the congregations that have been unable to fully meet the target 
pledge amount requested by the Diocese.  Each year, the vestry prayerfully and seriously has considered 
the Diocese’s request,  and has adopted a budget that includes a prudent contribution amount.  We will do 
the same this year, and as St. Mark’s continues to pursue our mission and to grow,  we will continue to be a 
strong contributing member of the Diocesan family. 
Jim Lunny 

STEWARDSHIP 
 
All is well, I am glad to say, in the world of stewardship in St. Mark’s!  I particularly wanted to thank all of you 
that donated recently to our ham collection for the food bank, as well as the Lenten backpack food 
drive.  These donations go straight to the needy within our community; they are gratefully received and will 
be faithfully applied. 
 

Did you know that over 75% of our income comes from annual pledges from our church congregation?  If 
you are interested in a breakdown of the income and expenditure I would be happy to discuss this with you. 
Some of you may have seen this information at annual meetings in the past, but others may be interested to 
understand these further.  For me, it has been important to understand how important individual pledges are 
to our church community, and how every pledge helps to cover our costs. Thank you for considering St. 
Mark’s in any way you can…it all helps to maintain and grow our community.  But also, at least 7% of in-
come can come from fundraisers and it would be remiss of me not to mention one of our more successful 
fundraisers that will be happening in April: the St. Mark’s Spring Rummage Sale, to be held on April 13-14th, 
2018!  Spring-cleaning is in the air, so we appreciate your donations and will even help pick them up if you 
need….let us know. 
 

All the best and looking forward to a warmer month, 
 

Gerry McDonnell 
908-255-7747, gerry_lesley@hotmail.com 
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2018 VESTRY 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Jim Nishimura 
Junior Warden: Jim Lunny 
Grounds: Norm Graff 
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Lea O’Shea 
Finance: Dave Taylor 
Stewardship: Gerald Mcdonnell 
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner 
Comm. / Evangelism:  Eileen Barna 
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
 

 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Mary Urbas 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Tammy Young 

ST. MARK’S SPRING 2018 RUMMAGE SALE 
FRIDAY, APRIL 13

TH
 AND SATURDAY, APRIL 14

TH
 

MARK YOUR CALENDERS – GIVE OF YOUR TIME 
SET UP:  Saturday, April 7

th
 at 9:30 AM 

SORT:      Sunday, April 8
th
 – Thursday, April 12

th
 

DONATIONS:  Accepted Sunday 1:00PM – Wednesday 6:00PM 
BAKE SALE:  Baked goods delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM 
SALE:  Friday, April 13

th
 (9:00AM – 2:00PM 

   Saturday, April 14
th
 (9:00AM-2:00PM) 

CLEAN UP: Saturday, April 14
th
 at 2:30 PM 

 
 
This is an important fund raiser for the church. We need significant donations of your unwanted and un-
used items to make this sale the best ever. So get started on your spring cleaning early. Tell your family 
and friends of the opportunity to donate their unwanted goods to St. Mark’s Rummage Sale. 
 
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept: 
Mattresses or box springs 
Electronic equipment over 5 years old 
Baby equipment over 5 years old or not to safety code. 
No Cribs or Car Seats 
No Analog TV, VHS or Cassettes 
Books – only novels, historical, cook books and children’s – no text, travel guides 
Shoes – only in good condition  
No gas operated machinery 
No entertainment cabinets  
Rugs – only area rugs 
 
A favor please: 
Toys – bundle part and pieces together 
Men’s suits and jackets – mark the size 
Linens – mark the size 
Please look for the sign you sheet in the Link and give of your time generously to make this another  
successful fund raiser for the church. We look forward to working with you and sharing in the fellowship. 
 
Harry Woods, Kit  McLaughlan and Annabelle Wilmer  


