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On Saturday December 8th our Seminarian, Tammy Young, will be ordained to the 
Sacred Order of Deacons. 
 

So… you might be wondering… “What’s a deacon?” And, “I thought Tammy was going 
to be a priest?” 
 

In the New Testament there are no references whatsoever to Christian “priests.” There 
just weren’t any. The New Testament does refer however to both “bishops” and 
“deacons.” Bishops in the ancient church were the leaders of the church in a particular 
geographic area - oftentimes a bishop in each city. Deacons were, from the days 
immediately following Jesus’ death and resurrection, the people who were called by 
God and the Church to look after the poor and the sick. They took the monies that the 
church would gather on a Sunday, and they would go and distribute them to those who 
were in need - whether they were Christians or not. 
 

In New Testament Greek, the word for “deacon” is the word for “servant.” Deacons 
served those who needed serving, and they empowered others to join them in that 
ministry. 
 

(Eventually, the Church grew to the point where the bishops needed help. They 
couldn’t handle all the administrative and liturgical needs of a city by themselves. So, 
the office of “priest” was invented. Priests could perform some, though not all, of the 
duties of the bishop such as baptize new members and celebrate the Eucharist.) 
 

It has been an ancient tradition of the church that when a priest was to be ordained, 
they were first ordained a deacon - and then later they would be made a priest. This 
accomplished several things, but perhaps most significantly it grounded all priestly 
ministry in that central call to serve those who are in need. 
 

In The Episcopal Church, those who are going to be priests must first be ordained a 
deacon, and be a deacon for a minimum of six months. So, before Tammy is ordained 
to the priesthood, she will be a deacon - and she will be OUR deacon! 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Monthly Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Basking Ridge, New Jersey 

December 2018 

- Come. Grow. Here. - 
St. Mark's is a place to grow. It’s a place to grow closer in our connection to God. It’s a place to grow 
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. It’s a place to grow among and with 

other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives. 

     A CALL TO ACTION: 
 Sign-up to have your house blessed on either January 5th or January 6th.  

Fr. Rick is trying to bless every home in the parish those days!  

And do not forget 
to do good and to 
share with others, 
for with such  
sacrifices God is 
pleased. 
 
 Hebrews 13:16  
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The Lion's Roar 

2018 VESTRY 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Jim Nishimura 
Junior Warden: Jim Lunny 
Grounds: Norm Graff 
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Lea O’Shea 
Finance: Dave Taylor 
Stewardship: Gerald Mcdonnell 
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner 
Comm. / Evangelism: Eileen Barna 
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
 
 

 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Chip Hughes 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Tammy Young 

Warden’s Corner 
After serving as a Warden for the last two years, there is so much for me to reflect back on that I could not 
possibly write it all in this message.  Not sure if I am going to celebrate that my service is over by dancing 
down the aisles, or if I am a little sad that it is coming to an end.  To be honest, it is a mixture of both.    
 
With Thanksgiving over, our season of gratitude under way and Christmas on the near horizon, it is definite-
ly more joy and happiness.  Not necessarily because all those Finance, Vestry and Buildings and Grounds 
meetings are now over, but for all of the goodness and warmth that this season brings.  It’s a time of reflec-
tion for me for all of the good things that have happened to me this year.  A chance for me to really think of 
all of the things I am truly grateful for:  my family, the blessings I received during the year and you, my 
church family.   
 
There is some sadness.  It stems from leaving a great Vestry that has shown a tremendous dedication to St. 
Mark’s and its missions.  I will miss working with all of you.  A special thanks to those Vestry members that 
are also finishing their own Vestry terms.  Norm Graff and Alisa Larner…..it has been a great honor for me 
working with both of you and I commend you on your service to St. Mark’s and friendships that we have fur-
ther developed with each other.   
 
To St. Mark’s, may this Christmas season bring you joy, peace and happiness as we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus.  I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Years.   
 
++ Yours in faith 
 
Jim Nishimura, Senior Warden    
james.nishimura@cgi.com   
908-625-7103 
 
 
 

 

Her ordination will be at 10AM on December 8th at Trinity Cathedral in Trenton. If you can join us for this 
amazing occasion, you are most welcome to attend! 
 

Peace, 
Rick 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Vestry 2019 Bio’s 
 
Laura Mooney, Christian Education Commission 
My husband Tom and I have lived in Basking Ridge for 16 years and we’ve been parishioners of St. Marks 
since 2003.  Both of our children, John (13) and Caroline (10), were baptized at St. Marks.  In fact, we like to 
tell everyone, Caroline was Father Rick’s first baptism when he first came to St. Marks.  We consider our-
selves so fortunate to find such a great community of faith in St. Marks.  It truly is a wonderful place to raise 
a family. 
I was born and raised in Collegeville, Pennsylvania. Tom and I met at Albright College in Reading, PA as 
undergrads, where I majored in Accounting.  As a newly minted CPA, I worked in public accounting and then 
eventually went to work in the private sector in the software and specialty chemicals industries focusing on 
corporate consolidations and SEC filings. I left the industry when we had John. Recently, I went back to 
work part-time for a company in the marine industry.  Most of my “free” time is spent running John and  
 Caroline around to various practices, games, friend’s houses and recitals.  When I’m not working or playing 
chauffeur, I like to run and garden (and have perfected my skills in lasagna gardening to make our rocky 
Basking Ridge soil more suitable for plants).     
I am excited to serve on the vestry in the role of Christian Education and moreover, to serve with some of 
the wonderful people at St. Marks.  John and Caroline have been fortunate recipients of the great Christian 
Education provided by St. Marks (and John Lyga!).  Now it is my turn to give back to our wonderful commu-
nity and children. 
 

Martha (Marcie) Hanhart, Membership Commission  
In 1992, I moved to Basking Ridge with my husband and our son James.  We had been members of Holy 
Trinity Episcopal in NYC (where James was baptized) and by the time we got here, the pastor had already 
called St. Marks with notice that we were arriving.  We became members of St. Marks from the start, partici-
pating actively - I taught Sunday school; joined the choir; we bought lots of paintings; and we loved the  
pageants in which James participated with enthusiasm  
After Jim and I separated, I took a leave of absence.  When I returned, someone (you know who you are) 
said “You were never gone, you just didn’t attend for a while.” Nothing could have made me feel more ac-
cepted and cared for… and that is how I have felt ever since.   I was quite surprised, but truly honored to 
have been asked to be on the vestry.  As an active Episcopalian my entire life, from my christening in Balti-
more through summertime college age events, church has been a formative part of my life.  
Regarding career, I have worked almost always.  From the UN to TV journalism and documentaries, to own-
ing and running 3 small companies – to business consulting and coaching now for over 20 years.  I under-
stand the numbers, teambuilding, and working toward a Vision. I hope this will help in my new much appreci-
ated role on the vestry.  
 

Pete Kochek - Grounds Commission 
My wife Carrie, our boys Wilson (13) and Miles (11) and I have been coming to St Marks since 2015 (ish). I 
grew up in Chatham Township and went to high school in Gladstone. Every day, to and from school, I would 
drive past St Marks and through our downtown and think... what a wonderful place. Now I have the great 
fortune to call it home and raise my family here. I’m a local guy who fortunately found a (very) local church 
with great parishioners and the best Priest a congregation could ask for.  
 
I have worked for a family owned construction materials company in New Jersey since 1998. Up until two 
years ago I had never heard the word narthex before, much less vestry. Now I am humbled and proud to be 
asked to participate. I appreciate the consideration to be included and work with members of our church 
community and our community at large. As of this writing I don’t know exactly what this job entails, but I 
have Faith in my predecessor Norm Graff, Father Rick, all the Parishioners and myself to do the best job 
possible for St Marks. 
Thank you for this opportunity.  
 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Sermons & Readings: 
 
December 2: We begin the season of Advent - which is about the coming of Christ, though in the beginning 
of Advent we aren’t talking about him coming the first time in Bethlehem, but about him coming again. You’ll 
see this theme play out in both the Gospel lesson and the Collect of the Day. 
 

December 9: John the Baptist is often called the forerunner of Jesus. His job was to prepare the way for him. 
We’ll be reintroduced to John today, and how his ministry was foretold centuries before in the Book of Isai-
ah. 
 

December 16: When crowds of people came out to hear John preach and be baptized by him, he challenged 
them to live lives that were worthy of God - and his language was incredibly strong! (Of course, this day is 
also the Crèche service!) 
 

December 23: When the pregnant Mary went off to visit her much older, and also pregnant, cousin Eliza-
beth, Mary burst into song! This song, called The Magnificat is as powerful as they come. 
 

December 30: Christmas is not just a one-day event. It’s a season. With twelve days! On this sixth day of 
Christmas, we’ll ponder the wonder of the Incarnation through the Prologue to the Gospel of John. (This 
Sunday will also be Lessons and Carols.) 

Stewardship  
 

I hope you have had an opportunity to spend some time recently to think intention-
ally on all the things you and we have to be grateful for during St Mark’s season of 
gratitude.  Remember Fr. Rick’s call to action? While I may not have reached my 
goal (yet) to create my list of 100 things, people, blessings for which I have to be 
grateful for, the exercise of reminding myself of these helped keep the stresses of 
life in perspective. 
 

As I write this, we are in the final week of our stewardship drive for 2019.  It has 
been a great pleasure to get to know more of you over the last month and I appre-
ciate all the words of wisdom and advice.  So first, our heartfelt thanks (‘go raibh 
míle maith agaibh’) to all of you who have pledged to St. Mark’s for 2019. If you 
have yet or are still considering to pledge, we really appreciate your commitment 
and please let me know if I can help with this in any way.  At this stage the easiest 

way to pledge will be on our web site at http://stmarksbr.org/pledge/ or feel free to contact me directly.  We 
know that many of you give in so many different ways in your time and donations during the year, but your 
pledges in particular allow us, as a vestry, to plan for your budget in 2019.  Many of our costs, such as wor-
ship, education, personnel, buildings & grounds, and outreach are very much fixed, and we do our best to 
faithfully apply your pledge amounts. More to come at our annual meeting and we look forward to seeing you 
then.   

Gerry 

gerry_lesley@hotmail.com 

http://stmarksbr.org/pledge/
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Thanks to all who donated blood on 
November 25 during the very 
successful American Red Cross 
blood drive.  They were able to 
surpass their goal by 10 pints!! 35 
precious pints were collected which 
equals 105 lives saved! 
 

The holiday food drive will continue 
until December 16th.  Please bring 
turkeys, hams, and roasting chickens 
to church and drop in the cooler 
outside or the freezer in the 
kitchen.  So far, we’ve delivered 49 

turkeys, 13 roasting chickens and 6 large bags of 
sweet potatoes. Let’s make this Christmas special 
for those in need! 

 
 

Laughter In The Pews 

Joan Graff, Junior Warden 
 
My husband Norm and I, along with our 3 children, have lived in Basking Ridge for over 30 years and have 
been members of St Mark’s for about 25 years. Our 3 children were all confirmed at St. Mark’s and have 
many happy memories of Sunday school and Fellowship events.   They all live and work in New York city 
now but St. Mark’s is their home church.   
  
I am a life-long Episcopal and have been active at St. Mark’s since joining the church. I previously served on 
the vestry for the Fellowship Commission, taught Sunday School, coordinated the Crèche service, worked at 
the Rummage Sale, and have helped with many other events around the church. My prior community activi-
ties include President of the Bernard’s Township Library Board, member of the Environmental Commission 
and Treasurer for the Maverick’s Soccer Club. 
  
I have a BA from Colgate University and a J.D from Rutgers University. Although I have a law degree and 
passed the Bar, I have spent my entire career in software development and testing which I really enjoy. 
  
St Mark’s has been a wonderful place to worship, raise our children and make friends. I am honored and ex-
cited to serve as Junior Warden and look forward to giving back to St Mark’s! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Blessing the Whole Parish 
 

The blessing of homes at Epiphany is an ancient Christian tradition. The Feast of the Epiphany, January 
6th, is the day when we remember the visit of the Magi bearing their gifts for the Christ-child. Oftentimes the 
church will bless chalk, which will then be used to mark the entranceway of the home with the initials 
“CMB”—for the traditional names of the three kings: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. It can also be ren-
dered as the Latin “Christus Mansionem Benedictat” which means “May Christ bless this house.” 
 
This Epiphany I want to bless every home in the parish.  
 
Yes. You read that correctly. Every home. 
 
The plan is I’ll be driving around the whole parish all day Saturday January 5th and all day Sunday after 
church on January 6th. These will obviously be “quick stops.” I’ll jump out of the car, greet you, your family, 
and friends, and bless the home. Then I’ll be off to the next person’s home. There won’t be time for coffee 
and goodies—and if I did, my waistline would be in real trouble! (I’m not Santa Claus after all...!) 
 
But, this is a great time to invite people over to join in on the blessing. If you have a friend/neighbor/family 
member who would like their house blessed, I can do that too! Just let me know in advance. 
 
I could also use a couple of drivers who can drive me around from place to place, like Driving Miss Daisy. If 
you’re up for that, let me know!  

Finance Report 
 
 
October YTD Results 
 

Operating Net Income through October is $322K; +$8K vs Budget.  The higher income is driven by the 
success of the rummage sales (+$5K) and Sip and Savor events (+$3K).  A shortfall in pledged in-
come receipts is offset by increased donations.   

YTD operating expenses are slightly below forecast.  Higher building costs are offset by lower expenses 
across other budget categories and timing of personnel expenses.   
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YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS: 
 
In the Kitchen with our Youth Group.  Many 
thanks to all of our Youth Group members who 
came together last Sunday for some 
fellowship, fun and pasta galore (over 15 
pounds to be exact!).  Their service will go a 
long way in helping to bring joy and a hot, 
hearty meal to their peers at St. Mark's Center 
for Community Renewal in Keansburg.  Rumor 
has it culinary skills, like generous hearts, has 
been graced to each and every one of these 
young servants of Christ.  

FELLOWSHIP  
 

Please save Sunday December 9th for the Advent brunch!  There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex, so 
think about what you would like to bring. We always need help with set up and clean up. See you 
then!!  Betsy Coffin  
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Birthdays 

 
Dec 1   Emiliana Omick 

Dec 3   Kathy Seabrook 

Dec 5   Julia West 
Dec 6   Jacob Giordano 

            Nicholas Giordano 

            Noyoze Eweka 

Dec 12 Jim Barna 

Wilson Kochek 

             Joanne Woolford 

Dec 13 Benjamin Seitz 

  Rich Thoma 

Dec 14 Caroline Coffin 

            Christy Denechaud 

             John Mooney 

             Ariana Omick 

Dec 19 Sean Gogerty 

Dec 26 Tim Marston 

Dec 27 Christine Trucco 

 

Dec 29 Mattie Morley 

             Bryan Knill 
             Theresa Nishimura 

Dec 31  Rob Brangaccio 

             Meg Jewson  
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
12 -7 Tim & Nancy Opremcak 

12-28   Bill & Lauran Corson 

 

 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 

Spotlight Events! 
Keansburg Soup Kitchen 
Dec 5th & 19th 
 

Dec 9 
Advent Brunch 
 

Dec 16 
Crèche Service at 10am 
Walk to Bethlehem, 4pm 
 

Blessing of the Parish 
Jan 5-6 

Sunday 

Worship: 
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School 
 

9am Wednesday in Post Chapel 
 

Dec 6 

Ridge Oak, 10am 

Fellowship Village, 11am 

Dec 11 

Holly Manor, 10am 

Fellowship Village, 11am 
 

Christmas Services: 
Monday, December 24th   5pm & 11pm 

Tuesday, December 25th 10am 
 

 

Meetings: 
Dec 10 

Wardens & Finance Meeting 

Dec 17 

Vestry Meeting 

Creche Service, December 16th 
The annual Creche service is coming up on Decem-
ber 16th. Our dress rehearsal for all participants will 
be on the 15th at 9am. We encourage all of the 
youth to participate as readers, ushers, figure carri-
ers, wearing a costume (animals, angels, shep-
herds, stars, kings), or carrying a banner.  
This service is also an opportunity for outreach as 
we welcome the congregation to bring wrapped gifts 
of warm clothing, labeled for boy or girl (and size or 
age), on the 16th to the service. Please email Sa-
mantha Glass at  sammiegg96@gmail.com to let us 
know how your youth would like to participate or you 
can pick up a form in the link at church and return it 
by December 9th.  
If you no longer have a child or youth at home or just 
want to spread holiday cheer, please consider invit-
ing relatives, friends or neighbors to participate — all 
are welcome.   

mailto:sammiegg96@gmail.com

