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The Monthly Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Basking Ridge, New Jersey 

There are two themes this October at St Mark’s, and I think they dovetail together 
nicely: Recovery and Gratitude. 
 
For the past several years, we have dedicated one Sunday of the fall to Recovery 
from addictions and substances. It’s no secret that drugs—both prescription and 
nonprescription—are a major problem in our communities, our families... and 
therefore we know that it also effects our church. When people are mired in 
addiction it effects them and everyone around them—sometimes to great detriment. 
 
So, one Sunday a year we gather to pray with and for those who are in recovery, 
those who need to be in recovery, and those who minister and help those in 
recovery. If there’s a bold prayer we need to be praying right now, it’s about just 
this. 
 
Recovery Sunday is October 13. 
 
We are also in a Season of Gratitude, leading up to our great national celebration of 
Thanksgiving. We truly have so much to be grateful for, and we are sometimes blind 
to all that we have. Part of gratitude is recognizing all that we have been given, the 
other part is figuring out how to respond in gratitude. 
 
Sometimes we respond by saying “thank you.” Sometimes we respond with a 
prayer, sometimes we write that prayer on a ribbon and hang it outside the churc(!), 
sometimes we feel compelled to give back with all that we are and all that we have. 
 
The people who I know who live in recovery are among the most grateful people I 
know. They seem to know that each day is a gift. That life is a gift. That those 
around them who support them are a gift. 
 
This October, let us give thanks. Let us look around and see all that we have been 
given. And, let us give thanks for those in recovery, and those who minister to them. 
 
Fr Rick 

October 2019 

- Come. Grow. Here. - 
St. Mark's is a place to grow. It’s a place to grow closer in our connection to God. It’s a place to grow 
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. It’s a place to grow among and with 

other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives. 

When the Son 
of Man comes, 
will he find faith 

on earth? 
 

Luke 18:8 

A CALL TO ACTION:   
Watch the 60 second video on recovery that Fr Rick put together—and perhaps share it with someone 
who might want to join us on October 13th. You can find the video on the front page of our website: 
stmarksbr.org  
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The Lion's Roar 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS 

 

Now’s the time!  Invite friends, get your tickets, donate a basket or donate your time for this great 
fellowship event.  The sun will be shining in the Parish Hall. Don’t miss it!  

October 6 

“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed...” What a 
great Sunday to think about the substance of faith. 
What is it? How do we have it? 
 

October 13 

This is Recovery Sunday—a day to celebrate those in 
recovery, encourage those who need recovery, and to 
stand alongside those who minister to those in recov-
ery and their families. 
 

October 20 

“Jesus his disciples a parable about their need to pray 
always and not to lose heart.” How do we “pray al-
ways?” Sounds daunting... 
 

October 27 

“Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in them-
selves that they were righteous and regarded others 
with contempt...” Oh man. Those are the fun people, 
right? Isn’t it fun to be around those who just know 
they are righteous? Don’t you want to hear what Jesus 
has to say to this crowd? 

 

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 
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The Lion's Roar 

Sunday School Happenings   
 

 

 

 

Fun times were had by all launching rockets at 

the church picnic! 

 

Youth Group Happenings   
 
The youth groups will meet this month on October 6th,13th and 20th at 9am before the 10am service. We 
look forward to you joining us for the youth programs and bagels!  
 
Here is a brief description of the groups to know where you or your child may fit in: 
YAC- This is the final group to adulthood and has finished J2A. 
 
J2A- This group has completed Rite 13 and is starting the 2-year cycle leading up to confirmation this year. 
 
Rite 13- This group has completed Sunday School and is about to embark on their journey as a pre-teen to 
adulthood.  
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Anniversaries 
 
10/2  Tom & Sharon Defeo 
10/5  Bernie & Meg Jewson 
10/7  Jeff & Martha Heiner 
10/11   Bill & Adriane Walsh 
10/12   Chip & Claudia Hughes 
         Ben & Winny Hargy 
10/17   Bob & Dottie Dauernheim 
10/21   Gerald & Christina 

Creighton 
10/24   Jim & Carol DeCoste 
         Jim & Eileen Barna 

Birthdays 
 
10/3  Noelle Luongo 
10/4  Kristi Phillips 
 Jason Wiatroski 
10/7  Gerry Acheson 
10/8  Jennifer Solon 
         Libby Denechaud 
         Alexander Sockolof 
10/9  Danielle Gogerty 
10/11 Bill Richardson 
10/12  Eileen Barna 
10/13  Janet Williams 
10/14   Phoebe Menter 
         Anne Post 
10/15  Betsy Coffin 
         Molly Walsh 
         Elizabeth Walsh 
10/17  Justin Lazo 
10/18  Ann Rosenblum 
 Casiana Omick 
10/21   Daniel Ittycheria 
10/22   Ella Hargy 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
10/24   Ally Denechaud 
10/26   James Post 
10/28   Adelaida Conover 
10/30   Karen Morley 
         Paige Salmon 
10/31   Chip Hughes 
            Jason van der Valk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship: 
   8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School 
9am Wednesday in Post Chapel 
5pm Saturday in the Post Chapel  
 
Alpha Program 
Ridge Oak, Thursdays at 1PM 
 
Oct 1  
   Holly Manor, 10am 

Oct 3 

   Ridge Oak, 10am 

   Fellowship Village, 11am 

Oct 21 

   Holly Manor, Bible Study, 10am 

  
 

 
Meetings: 

Oct 14 

Wardens Meeting @ 6pm 

Finance Meeting @ 7pm  
 

Oct 21 

Vestry Meeting, 7pm  

MONTHLY CALENDAR 

 
Congratulations to Nancy Brangaccio who received 
Best of Show from the Pastel Society of NJ for one 
of her paintings. Also, the Pastel Society of America 
chose her painting to be on display at the Butler Art 
Institute of American Art in Youngstown, Ohio. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Aul is at home recuperating from recent 

hospitalization, please remember him in your 

prayers. 

FELLOWSHIP 
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 YTD Operating Net Income is $250K and YTD Operating Expenses are $252K.   We remain on target to 
fully support our 2019 budgeted expenditures.  

 Our monthly mortgage is $2,850 with approximately 12 years left on the mortgage.  We can prepay an 
additional $2,000 annually without incurring any prepayment penalties.  Additionally, in the third quarter 
2022 we can pay down the mortgage prior to the planned interest rate adjustment.  At the request of 
several parishioners, the finance committee and vestry created a mortgage prepayment fund.   Any 
monies collected in this fund will be directed towards the annual limits to prepay the mortgage.  If anyone 
has any questions about our mortgage (or the church finances), I am happy to speak with them and can 
be reached through the church office.  

FINANCE REPORT— August YTD Results 

 
Saturdays in Somerville 
Thanks to all of the volunteers that 
helped distribute food in 
September.  We distributed food to 
about 30 families each week including 
fresh produce from Ross Farms! 
 

God’s Giving Garden 
We’re so excited to be over 2000 lbs of 
fresh produce at  the garden. Thanks to 
so many volunteers. Keep coming - 
we’re not done yet! 
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WARDEN’S CORNER: 
Fall is such a beautiful time of year in the Somerset 
Hills.  The leaves start to turn and the nights are cool 
and dry. There always seems to be a rush to get 
outside work done before winter hits and St. Mark’s is 
no exception.  The Sanctuary exterior is in the 
process of repair and painting this month and with the 
Chapel exterior updates last Spring the exterior of St. 
Mark’s will be in great shape for winter. 
             The Church Picnic was a huge success!  I 
will own up to the fact that in 29 years at St. Mark’s 
this was the first picnic we attended and it will not be 
the last.  It was lovely and inspirational to have the 
worship service outside under the shelter at Dunham 
Park. Thanks to Jeff West and his team for manning 
the grill and thanks to Lauren, Bruce, Emma, Boyd 
and Jim for the wonderful music. Thanks to Ann 
Millan for shopping for all the supplies.   
             It wouldn’t be Fall at St. Mark’s without the 
Rummage Sale.  Another financial success but most 
importantly a mission to the Community and a week 
of great Fellowship.  If you haven’t ever worked at the 
Rummage Sale during the week consider helping out 
in the Spring, it is a wonderful fellowship 
experience.  Thanks to Annabelle, Kit, Harry and the  

 
many others who contributed to making the 
Rummage sale such a success. 
             Hopefully you have had the chance to 
participate in a meeting for Project Insight.  Having 
attended a couple of meetings I found it inspiring to 
hear how well St. Mark’s seems to be serving our 
Parish community spiritually and socially as well as 
the greater community with our Outreach 
Programs.  It was also useful to hear suggestions for 
St. Mark’s activities that should be resurrected as 
well as some areas for improvement and ideas for 
the future of St. Mark’s. I think the process will prove 
to be helpful and look forward to working on 
implementing some of the suggestions. Besides 
acquiring good information it is enjoyable to have the 
opportunity to sit and chat in small groups. 
             If you haven’t signed up for Under the 
Tuscan Sun please call or email the office with your 
response. Basket donations are underway so please 
consider donating.  The committee is working hard to 
solidify the menu and wine list and it will be 
spectacular! 
 
Joan Graff 

2019 VESTRY 
 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Jim Lunny 
Junior Warden: Joan Graff 
Grounds: Pete Kochek  
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Lea O’Shea 
Finance: David Taylor 
Stewardship: Gerald McDonnell 
Christian Educ/Youth Ministry: Laura Mooney  

 
 
Comm. / Evangelism: Eileen Barna 
Membership:  Marcie Hanhart 

Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Jim Nishimura 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Chip Rubendall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Evening Service,  
 October 5th at 5pm  

Harry Dunham Park’s Indoor Pavilion 


