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The Monthly Newsletter of St. Markôs Episcopal Church in Basking Ridge, New Jersey 

Dear Friends, 
 
As you may have heard in my Ash Wednesday sermon, there was about a thirty to 
forty year gap between Jesusô death and resurrection and his followers calling 
themselves ñChristians.ò For those decades, we simply called ourselves ñThe 
Followers of the Wayò: the Way of Jesus. 
 
In fact, in Markôs Gospelðwhich was written around the time that the term 
ñChristianò started to be used, we find the phrase ñthe wayò sound through the 
chapters like a drumbeat. Everything in Mark happens ñon the way,ò because, quite 
obviously Mark had spent his entire adult life being a leader in this movement that 
called itself ñthe Followers of the Way.ò 
 
Personally, I find this very helpful. The word ñChristianò is perfectly fine, but itôs used 
so often that it can lose its meaning. But, to remember that to BE a Christian, is to 
BE a Follower of Jesusô Way is illuminating and clarifying. 
 
And, it then makes me want to remind myself what Jesusô way is all about: love, 
service, humility, peace, truth, prayer, hope, forgiveness, and faithðfaith in Jesusô 
Way of the Cross which, of course, becomes the Way of Resurrection. This Way 
can be exhilarating and profound, but it is anything but easy. Itôs a challenging Way 
that requires constant attention and course-correcting. 
 
Iôm challenging myself this Lent to explore, and more closely follow, the Way of 
Jesus. And, I hope you might join me in this venture. I mean, giving up chocolate is 
fine, but maybe walking closer to Jesusô Way will take us further and deeper in this 
journey of faith. 
 
Blessed Lent, 
Rick 

March, 2020 

- Come. Grow. Here. - 
St. Mark's is a place to grow. Itôs a place to grow closer in our connection to God. Itôs a place to grow closer 
to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. Itôs a place to grow among and with other  

people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives. 

I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. 

John 14:6 

A CALL TO ACTION:   
Sign up for our Lenten Devotional, called ñThis is the wayò by visiting stmarksbr.org/thisistheway  

http://stmarksbr.org/thisistheway
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS 

The Lion's Roar  

 
March 1 - Jesus was tempted in the wilderness after fasting and praying for 40 days and 40 nights. Even 
after a period of serious spiritual practices, temptation is always just around the corner. 
 
March 8 - Jesusô encounter with Nicodemus is one of the most famous conversations ever held, and one 
where we are reminded that ñGod so loved the world.ò 
 
March 15 - Jesusô encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well is also a world-changer, where we are 
reminded that Jesus provides us a well of water that ñsprings up to eternal life.ò 
 
March 22 - Jesusô encounter with the man who was born blind utterly rocked the religious leaders of the 
day, and it challenges us to ask ourselves, ñwhat are we blind from?ò 
 
March 29 - Just like there were seven days of creation, in the Gospel of John there are seven ñsignsòðbig 
moments where Jesus is revealed for who he is. The raising of Lazarus is the seventh sign 

Outreach News 
 
Did you notice anything new in the Parish Hall?   

 
 

Follow the St. Markôs green to the new 
Outreach table!  On the colorful posters, 
you can see some of the opportunities 
for outreach at St. Marks.   
 
 

If youôre ready to get to work, there are blank 
greeting cards and stamps to make cards for 
those who need a lift from you.  Make a card 
and Rick will be sure it gets to someone who 
really needs it! To learn about any of the out-
reach programs, go to the St. Markôs website or email leaoshea4@gmail.com.  

mailto:leaoshea4@gmail.com
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The youth groups will be meeting on March 1, 8 (forum), 15 and 22 this month. We will work on 
collecting and preparing our Easter baskets for those in need.   

On Shrove Tuesday, we enjoyed lots of fun and pancakes!!! 

As we feed our teens both spiritually and physically on Sunday mornings, we are always in need of bagel 
donors! Please sign up here to contribute:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAD29A1FE3-bagels  

Sunday School Happenings  

�i �� During the Lenten season, the Sunday School will be focusing on Jesusô Parables and learning about his 
teachings.  Come visit a class sometime, all are welcome. 

�i �� March is also a time of planting! Later in the month, the children will be planting the seedlings for the 
Ross Farm garden and will get to enjoy watching them grow! 

�i �� On Sunday the February 9th, we had an amazing yoga session with Christine Marston! The youth and 
Sunday School children enjoyed a time to relax and recharge. 

Youth School Happenings 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAD29A1FE3-bagels
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAD29A1FE3-bagels

