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The Monthly Newsletter of St. Markôs Episcopal Church in Basking Ridge, New Jersey 

Dear Friends, 
So, as you are all probably aware by now, I had a small stroke the day before 
Thanksgiving. I had another neurological event at the beginning of October that they are 
now saying was also probably a stroke. 
 
As you can probably tell from looking at me, Iôm ñok.ò I have no lingering speech or 
mobility issues at all. I get tired and ñwonkyò (thatôs a precise medical termé) every now 
and then, but even those spells are becoming less and less. 
 
As best as my vast medical team can tell, the strokes were caused by a small hole in 
my heart - a ñPFOò if you want to Google it. Basically, a clot can travel through the hole 
to the wrong ventricle, and make its way directly up into the brain. Thereôs a relatively 
easy surgical fix for this, and Iôm presently scheduling that fix for the near future. Once 
the hole is closed, and I recover from the surgery, I should be ñgood to go.ò 
 
Iôve been trying to convince Karen that this small hole is my only flaw, and that once it is 
fixed Iôll be ñperfect.ò She isnôt buying it. 
 
I am profoundly grateful to all of you - for your cards, notes, texts, DMôs, gifts, meals, 
hugs, and well wishes. Iôm grateful for the bishop for providing some funds to have 
Tammy here on Sundays in December to help take some pressure off of me. And, Iôm 
grateful for the wardens and the vestry for extending Tammyôs time into January. 
 
With my reduced energy level Iôve been having to ask myself two questions over and 
over again: Is this thing that Iôm doing necessary? And, if it IS necessary, is it necessary 
that I do it? 
 
I donôt believe that God gave me a stroke to make me learn this lesson, but I do believe 
that God can use this time to teach me some things. This is one of the things that Iôm 
learning - and perhaps it would be of some use to you too? 
 
Again, thank you for all your care and love, 
Fr Rick 

January 2020 

- Come. Grow. Here. - 
St. Mark's is a place to grow. Itôs a place to grow closer in our connection to God. Itôs a place to grow 
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. Itôs a place to grow among and with 

other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives. 

And he said to 
them, ñCome 
away by 

yourselves to a 
desolate place 
and rest a while.ò 
For many were 
coming and 
going, and they 
had no leisure 
even to eat. 

 
 Mark 6:31  

A CALL TO ACTION:   
 
Call or email the church office to schedule the blessing of your home.  
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS 

The Lion's Roar  

Spotlight Events! 

Alpha is Returning in January 
 
After the bustle of the holidays ï take some time for 
you and try Alpha!  Alpha is a series of conversa-
tions exploring the Christian faith. It is a safe place 
to discuss your own life's biggest questions and 
hear how others experience the same challenges. 

 Itôs kind of a big deal! 
 

We've run Alpha multiple times here at St. Mark's, 
and we are beginning it again Tuesday evenings 
starting January 7, 2020.  If you haven't done Alpha 
yet, please join us. If you have, please invite your 
family members, friends, or co-workers. We hope to 
make Alpha part of St. Mark's outreach to our com-
munity!   
 
This year we are being joined by two other local 
congregations who are doing Alpha on Thursday 
nights (Holy Spirit Church in Lebanon) and Sunday 
nights (St. Luke's in Gladstone). So if Tuesdays 
don't work for you, attend one of those. 
 

For more information, see stmarksbr.org/alpha.  
 

Christmas Eve at Harry Dunham Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gifts ready to go to the Foodbank! 
 
 

January 5 - the Second Sunday after Christmas - the 12th Day of Christmas - One of the characters from 
Jesusô birth story that we so often forget is Herod. Herod is a start reminder that Jesus came into a world 
that was desperately in need of his light and hope. 
 

January 12 - the First Sunday after the Epiphany - Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist, and God proclaims 
Jesus as ñmy Son, the Beloved.ò 
 

January 19 - the Second Sunday after the Epiphany - Jesus calls the disciples to come and follow him. This 
Sunday raises the question, ñHow does God call US?ò 
 

January 26 - the Third Sunday after the Epiphany - Jesus tells Peter that heôs going to make him a ñfisher of 
men.ò Jesus gives him a mission. The thing is, our mission isnôt so different from Peterôs. 

http://stmarksbr.org/alpha
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The Lion's Roar  

May I take this opportunity to wish you all the very best for Christmas and 2020.  I would like to thank each 
and everyone for their support during 2019 for all that we do at St. Markôs including pledging for the year, 
donations to and supporting our social events, contributing to the various collections for hams, turkeys, gift 
boxes, rummage saleséé.the list goes on and your contributions are very much appreciated.  I hope you 
get time to reflect on the year and take a moment to share with yourself (or your family) something that you 
are grateful for during the year. Sometimes gratitude is the best gift we can give to ourselves and others. 

óGerryéé.I forgot to pledge, to contribute to our planning for 2020!  Can I still pledge?ô Absolutely, it is 
never too late.  You can still pledge online (and sign up for Alpha!!) at http://stmarksbr.org/ or drop me an 
email at gerry_lesley@hotmail.com.  I am happy to answer any questions you may have.  

 
Nollag sona (Happy Christmas in Irish) 

Gerry McDonnell, Stewardship 

 

Offering envelopes for 2020 are in the Narthex. Please pick yours up. If you expected envelopes and they are not there, 
please contact Doug Post dougpost140@gmail.com and they will be provided.   Thanks! 

STEWARDSHIP 

Wardenôs Corner 
 
Itôs been a great privilege and pleasure to have worked 
with and supported Father Rick and to have served as one 
of your Wardens for the past two years.  As we wrap up 
2019, let me first thank those who have served with me as 
Vestry members this year.  Iôd like to especially thank 
those three members who have each finished serving 
three-year terms, and who each have contributed im-
mensely to our St. Markôs family. 
 
First Betsy Coffin, who chaired Fellowship, organizing our 
brunches and other fellowship events, helping lead our 
fundraising events and of course recruiting coffee hour 
volunteers.  Betsy and Bill have both made great contribu-
tions to St. Markôs, and they will be missed as they move 
to Dayton, Ohio. 
 
Next Jeff Hooper, who chaired Buildings.  Jeff took on the 
job of tirelessly advocating for necessary repairs and 
maintenance of our facilities.  Under his direction, much of 
our heating and cooling equipment was refurbished and 
replaced, structural repairs were made to our historic 
Chapel and the exterior of our Church, Hall and Chapel 
were all painted.  Jeff finishes his term with our buildings 
much better able to serve us into the future. 
 
And finally David Taylor, who chaired Finance.  David 
worked tirelessly to ensure that St. Markôs remained finan-
cially strong, leading the vestry in the adoption of realistic 
and balanced budgets and providing reporting and guid-
ance to control expenditures within the limits of our in-
come.  He took a lead role in managing a substantial in-
crease in our health care costs.   David finishes his term 
with the finances of St. Markôs in a strong position. 
 

 
As we move into 2020, I see two major challenges ahead 
that I know your vestry will be working on, but that all in the 
St. Markôs family can contribute to.  First, we are fortunate 
to have our wonderful facilities, but they come with signifi-
cant costs to operate and maintain.  We are working to 
better publicize to the community the availability of our 
Parish Hall, Kitchen and other rooms to rent to help offset 
some of these costs.  You can play an import role in this.  
Please let your friends and organizations of which you are 
members know that our facilities are available for use by 
the community. 
 
And second, the continuing renewal of our membership as 
parishioners inevitably leave us due to retirement, reloca-
tion and sadly, health issues and deaths becomes more 
challenging as overall, fewer people are becoming mem-
bers of churches and church attendance declines.  Alpha, 
a multi week structured program to which we invite folks to 
eat a meal and to talk about faith, life and God, is one of 
the things we are doing to counteract these trends here at 
St. Markôs.  I encourage you to attend Alpha, and to bring 
a friend with you.  And please take a role in welcoming 
new members.  Invite newcomers to coffee hour and intro-
duce them to others.  Let them know what a great church 
community we are. 
 
As we move into a new year, let me thank you again and 
ask you to support Joan Graff as your new Senior Warden 
and rest of your vestry. 
 
In Peace, 
Jim Lunny  

http://stmarksbr.org/
mailto:gerry_lesley@hotmail.com
mailto:dougpost140@gmail.com
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Anniversaries: 
 
 

   None this month  
 
 
 
 
 

  Do we have YOUR birthday 
and anniversary?  If not, please 
contact the office so we can 
remember you on your special 
day 

Birthdays 
1/3   Lance Marshall 
1/4   Laura Taylor 
1/6   Ryan Hargy 
         Andrew Hargy 
1/9   Christopher Hale 
1/10 Francis Sanchez 
1/11 Norm Graff 
         Nancy Wojnar 
         Kathleen Kendall 
1/17 Lauren Keenan 
1/19 Webb Winter 
1/20 Katie Lyga 
         Tim OôShea 
1/21 Gordon Ahalt 
1/22 Julie Corson 
1/23 Claire Buesser 
         Dev Ittycheria 
         Alisa Larner 
 
 
 
 

 
1/25 Emma Moussally 
1/26 Jeremy Richardson 
1/27 Libby West 
1/28 Miyako Urbas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship: 

8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School 

9am Wednesday in Post Chapel 

5pm Saturday in the Post Chapel 

 

Alpha Program:   

St. Markôs on Tuesday Evening, beginning on Jan 

7th. If you canôt make a Tuesday evening here, Holy 

Spirit in Lebanon will hold Alpha sessions on Thurs-

day evenings and St Lukeôs in Gladstone on Sunday 

evenings. 

 
Jan  2 
   Ridge Oak, 10am 
   Fellowship Village, 11am 
Jan 7 
   Holly Manor, 10am 
Jan  20 
   Holly Manor, Bible Study, 10am 
 

Meetings: 
Jan  13 
Wardens Meeting @ 6pm 
Finance Meeting @7pm 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 

  

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 


