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You may have noticed a new piece of furniture in the church these past few weeks. It's a small, bronze, wall-mounted
holy water font. It was given as a gift from the Knill family in memory of Charles and Dot Knill, and it will always
greet you with a small amount of holy water when you enter or leave the church.
I've been asked by several people... "So, what do you do? How does it work?" Great questions! It's a visible reminder
of our baptism, of our indelible union with Christ. With it just sitting there on the wall, every time you walk by it, it's
a visual cue to remember who we are, and Whose we are. If you'd like to get a little closer though, there's a great
opportunity for a new ritual... Reach out your hand, and touch the water. Feel it. And, if you'd like, you can make the
sign of the cross with your fingers still wet from the water.
It's a way to center yourself as you enter and exit church. A way to ground us all in the Presence of God and the
reminder that we are all God's Children.
It's also a great way to prompt children to
do the same, that they might "remember"
their baptism, knowing on the outside and
and the inside that we are each claimed
by a God who loves us.
And, with that grounding, and that
reminder, we can go out into the world in
peace to love and serve the Lord.
Fr. Rick Morley

Summer Sunday Services

Father Rick will be away the first
two weeks of August

Rite I 8:00am
Rite II 9:15am
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God's Giving Gardens in Bernardsville and at the Boudinot Estate
Thanks to the efforts of more than a dozen St. Mark's volunteers, along with our friends at the other
Conover Churches and Boudinot, we have already made more than a half dozen deliveries of fresh produce
to the Bernardsville Food Pantry and the Somerset County Food Bank.
Our upcoming work weeks are:
Saturday, August 15 to Friday, August 21
Saturday, September 12 to Friday, September 18

LAUGHTER
IN THE PEWS
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Women’s Group in August
The St. Mark’s Women’s Group will meet on
Tuesday, August 18th, at the DeCoste Garden at
6:30pm.
There is a sign up sheet
in the Link—please sign
up to bring an appetizer,
salad, sandwiches or
dessert.

Community Soup Kitchen at
Morristown

Christine Thoma training her son Liam
as the new youngest member of the Altar

Kitchen volunteer training date
announced:
September 15th 9am-12noon
Please email Kit McLaughlan,
kit.mclstmk@gmail.com, if you would
like to attend the training. We only have
five “black-shirt volunteers” here at St.
Mark’s and we could use a few more!

Father Rick at the monthly
Ridge Oak ecumenical service
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St. Marks’s Solar Panels Part 2:
Energy, Financial and Environmental Performance
In the July 2015 issue of The Lion’s Roar we provided a brief “Overview and History” as the first in a multi-part series
of articles on St Mark’s solar panels.
In this second article in our solar panel series, we focus on the energy, financial, and environmental performance of
our solar panels.
Our 198 115-watt Evergreen solar panels are connected in 9 strings of 22 panels per string, producing a maximum
power output of 22.77 kilowatts (KW). These panels were designed to generate roughly 23,000 kilowatt hours
(KWHRs) per year of electrical energy averaging approximately 1900 KWHRs per month. Since our solar panels went
live in April of 2006 they have generated 160,854 KWHRs of electrical energy in spite of significant downtime caused
by a faulty inverter which was recently replaced at no cost to St Mark’s as part of our 20-year maintenance agreement. Since our inverter was replaced our solar panels have produced an average of over 2000 KWHRs per month.
The electrical energy generated by our solar panels is first used to meet St Mark’s electrical energy needs. When St
Mark’s is consuming more electrical energy than is being produced by our solar panels we purchase only the
additional electrical energy we need from JCP&L, thereby reducing the amount of electrical energy we purchase from
JCP&L. When St Mark’s is consuming less electrical energy than is being produced by our solar panels, we sell the
extra electrical energy to JCP&L at full retail rates through a process called net-metering, which gives St Mark’s a
credit against future electrical energy purchases from JCP&L.
The performance of solar panels degrades slowly over time at an average rate of .4% to .5% per year, but the
steepness of our roof reduces this degradation. Even after 20 years our solar panels should retain over 90% of their
initial efficiency, which is consistent with the recent performance of our solar panels.
Since our solar panels were sized to produce approximately 50% of the electrical energy needs of our 3-phase
electrical panel which powers all our heavy refrigeration equipment, and we purchase the energy produced by our
solar panels at a 10% discount to the rate we would pay JCP&L for the same energy, we expect to save approximately
5% on our electric bills. Since our solar panels went live we have saved $2,678 on our electric bills, and after 20 years
or when we have purchased $54,047 worth of electrical energy from Sun Farm Network (to date we have purchased
$24,100 worth of energy from Sun Farm Network), St Mark’s will own our solar infrastructure and receive 100% of
the benefit which will be approximately $300 to $400 per month.
While the energy and financial performance of our solar panels are important, the environmental performance of our
solar panels is perhaps of even greater importance, helping St Mark’s be a role model in caring for creation through
environmental stewardship and sustainable development, and doing our part to limit the impact of climate change.
By using the electrical energy produced by our solar panels, to date we have avoided 297,881 pounds of CO2
pollution, 269,475 pounds of coal consumption, or 475 barrels of oil consumption. And over 20 years, we expect to
avoid 493,198 pounds of CO2 pollution.
Should you have additional questions about the performance of our Solar Panels, please feel free to reach out to Jeff
Hooper, Teri Passarello, Carole Pasquale, Ann Millan or Martha Winter. Look for up-coming articles on our Solar
Panels in future editions of The Lion’s Roar.
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Finance Report as of June 30, 2015

Represented below is a summary of St. Mark’s operating income statement

June 2015 Year-to-Date

Actual

Budget

Variance

Pledges

149,977

147,435

2,542

All Other Donations

51,035

45,910

5,125

Operating Income

201,012

193,345

7,667

Operating Expenses

198,843

194,581

4,262

($ 1,236)

$ 3,405

Net Operating Income

$ 2,169

Operating income for June has returned us to a healthy position. Pledge donations experienced
a great catch-up, so we are now ahead of budget expectations by $2,542. Steady Building Use
Donations, Plate and other Donations have helped Total Operating Income to be 103.97% of our
budget goal for June.
Operating expenses for year-to date 2015 exceeded our budget by $ 4,262 which is an improvement over the earlier months of the year.
Net operating income for June 2015 is above our budget expectation by $3,405.

Altar Guild luncheon in July
celebrating Margaret Murphy’s
retirement after 40 years!
Thank you for your many years
of service, Margaret!
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Stewardship
"Measure twice, cut once", this was our stewardship instruction on
our Appalachian Service Project. We didn't want to waste anything, we needed to optimize our scarce resources. It took a little
longer to make sure that we had done things right, but the end
goal resulted in saving both time and money. We were able to
achieve more with what we had to make our families' homes
warmer, safer and drier.
I see a similar thoughtfulness within our vestry; that all expenditure is carefully considered and wisely agreed upon before it is
spent. We wish to do God's work in the best way possible to nourish our church, parishioners and community.
Thank you for your ongoing pledge commitments, I'm happy to tell
you that more parishioners are signing up online, or through their
bank account, or giving in advance before going on vacation.
Thanks to your consideration the church did not experience a dip in
contributions for June. You're making a real difference, and it is
very much appreciated.
Look out for some interesting articles for stewardship in the next
couple of months. We'll be having some guest writers to tell us
about how they view stewardship in their lives and at St. Marks.
We're looking forward to seeing everyone again in September and,
of course if you are back in August.
Blessings,
Jenny Phillips
Stewardship

2015 Vestry
Rector
The Rev. Richard M. C. Morley
Senior Warden
Jim Martucci 604-2256
Junior Warden Select
Bruce Walker 340-4634
Grounds
Kevin Larner 766-1218
Buildings
Martha Winter 953-2009
Outreach
Jan Williams 696-8480
Finance
Martha Heiner 973-224-7045
Stewardship
Jenny Phillips 630-0807
Christian Education/Youth Ministry
Ashley Balavoine 973-543-2327
Communications/Evangelisim
Bev Moore 732-809-1215
Fellowship
Anne Post 766-6621
Membership
Chris Marshall 350-3371
Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus
Teri Passarello 696-0375
Treasurer
Buck Kirch 350-7129
Recording Treasurer
Doug Post 766-6621
Sunday School Director
John Lyga 766-5880
J2A Activities Coordinator
Jackie Taylor 221-0378
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August Birthdays
8-1
8-2
8-3
8-4
8-6
8-7
8-9
8-11
8-12
8-13
8-14
9-15
8-17
8-18

8-20
8-21
8-22
8-23
8-25
8-26
8-27
8-28

Adelene Sant Foster
Carole Pasquale
David Aguanno
Danielle Lupo
Bill Coffin
Samantha Glass
Lia Knill
Morgan Defeo
Samantha Lunny
Lucia Anderson
Susan Sefchick
Bill Walsh
Lisa Keenan
Laura Mooney
Sarah Post
Jean Kendall
Kevin Larner
Ed Kirch
Emma Hale
Peter Phillips
Robert Buesser
Jeffery Heiner
Kristen Lunny
Kiyomi Urbas
Emie Williams
Miles Kochek
David Taylor
Sophia Donelan
Tom Mooney
Omosefe Akpata
Mary Lea Schmidt
Bruce Walker
Tosan Eweka
Jessica Solon
Nicholas Gubitosi
Hannah Richardson
Kevin Lazo

Anniversaries
8-6

8-9
8-10
8-27
8-28

Haken & Lisa Lebliebiciouglu
Mike & Ann Millan
Robert & Jennifer Phillips
Joe & Lorri Layton
Bill & Betsy Coffin
John & Theresa Wojnar

Warden’s Corner
Summer will be over soon and we will be approaching the season for our largest fundraiser, September Song. The 2015 September Song committee has been formed and the kickoff meeting, led by our music director Bill Corson was held last month.
We will start planning this month for the event, which will be in
October again this year. The details will be communicated in the
near future. Bill and Lauran will be responsible for the artic direction of the shows. The committee will handle the patrons, ads,
programs, ticket sales, set, strike and other event logistics and
support. Like last year, many St. Mark’s parishioners will need
to be involved to make the show and fundraiser a success.
I have supported September Song for as long as I have been
here. As a result, the committee members and patrons have supported our music program, which is the primary beneficiary of
the net proceeds from the event. This year, I plan to volunteer as
the committee chair for patrons. I went back and took a look at
the patron level from the 2014 show. 29 individuals/families
supported the event, which equated to $9,000 in patron proceeds
last year. Pretty good, but my goal this year is much higher. I
would like to see 100% support. Yes, I said it – 100%. Again,
we will have tiered levels for patron donations, but everyone will
get a chance to donate at any level they feel comfortable with. I
am not just talking about writing a tax-deductible donation. I am
also talking about taking on a sub-committee or
serving on a sub-committee. As the committee chairs reach out
to you to help them, please consider what time you can afford.
Better, yet please volunteer. Saying yes after being asked is
great, but approaching a volunteer with a specific interest is even
better and will give you a chance to help in the specific area you
would like most.
One more thing. The additional patron support we will achieve
this year will really help our bottom line. Since 100% of net proceeds go to St. Mark’s, the additional income will help our operating budget. You may have noticed that
several doors have recently been fixed and replaced. Other repair
needs have been identified by our buildings and grounds commissions who meet regularly. Unfortunately, repairs cannot always be predicted and will sometimes incur unbudgeted expense. The Vestry is responsible for the determination of how
our financial resources are managed and we can assure you that
we will make the most from the proceeds of this benefit. Thank
you for those of you who have continually supported September
Song over the years, and for those of you where this will be the
first time - a big
welcome and much appreciation!
God’s Blessings,
Jim Martucci
Senior Warden
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ST. MARK’S FALL 2015 RUMMAGE SALE
SEPTEMBER 18TH AND 19th , 2015
SAVE THE DATES
GIVE OF YOUR TIME
SUPPORT ST. MARK’S 2ST FUND RAISER
SET UP: Saturday, September 12th at 9:30 am
SORT: Sunday, September 13th – Thursday, September 17th, 2015
DONATIONS: Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM until Wednesday, Sept 16th
BAKE SALE: Baked good delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM
SALE: Friday, September 18th ( 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
Saturday, September 19th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
CLEAN UP: Saturday, September 19th – 2:30 PM
This is the second important fund raiser for St. Mark’s in 2015. We need significant
donations of your unwanted and un-used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell
you friends and family of the opportunity to donate their unwanted good to the St.
Mark’s Rummage Sale.
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept:
Mattresses or box springs
Electronic equipment over 5 years old. No computer without hard drive, with chips older than Pentium or non-color
monitors. No dot matrix printers.
Baby equipment over 5 years old that are not to safety codes
Sporting equipment over 5 years old
Exercise equipment
Christmas tree stands
Suitcases without wheels
Analog TV, VHS Tapes or Cassettes
Books – only current novels, historical or children’s books. No text books, travel guides, manuals, magazines, encyclopedias.
Shoes – only in good condition. No worn out sneakers, please.
Toys - please bundle parts together
Men’s suits, men’s jackets and linens – please mark the size.

Please look for the sign up sheet and give of your time generously to make this another successful fund raiser for the church. We look forward to working with you
and sharing in the fellowship.
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8am Rite I
9:15am Rite
II

3

4

5

Chapel @ 9am

6

7

8

Keansburg Soup
Kitchen

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

29

8am Rite I
9:15am Rite
II
Healing Sunday

8am Rite I
9:15am Rite
II

Holly Manor
Service,
10:45am

Chapel @ 9am

Chapel @ 9am
Keansburg Soup
Kitchen

Ridge Oak,
10am
Caffeinated
Theology @

Bernardsville
Starbucks, 7pm

23

8am Rite I
9:15am Rite
II
Healing Sunday

30

8am Rite I
9:15am Rite
II

24

25

26

27

28

VBS

VBS

VBS

VBS

VBS

Chapel @ 9am

31
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August
Date

Lay readers

8/2/2015
8:00 a.m. (HC)

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
L&Ch Jeff Hooper

9:15 a.m. (HC)

L&Ch Bill Schmidt
PL&Ch MaryLea Schmidt
LR 2 Jan Williams

8/9/2015
8:00 a.m. (HC)

LR 1 Dawn Knill
P&Ch Chuck Knill
LR2 Lauren Corson

8/16/2015
8:00 a.m. (HC)

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
L&Ch Boyd McKoane

9:15 a.m. (HC)

L&Ch Roger Conover
P&Ch Lea O'Shea
LR 2 Christine Thoma

Jeremy Richardson

L&Ch Christian Luongo
P&Ch Jeanne Wyatt
LR 2 Libby West

08/30/15
8:00 a.m. (HC)

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
L&Ch Mary Urbas

9:15 a.m. (HC)

L&Ch Jeanne Wyatt
P&Ch Roger Conover
LR 2 Lauren Corson

Tim Opremcak

Boyd McKoane
Ben Larner

Rich Thoma

John Wojnar
Robert Phillips
Liam Thoma
Spencer Thoma

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Healing
Service
L & Ch Jackie Kahle

9:15 a.m. (HC)

Ushers
Harry Woods

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost – Healing
Service
L&Ch Mary Urbas

9:15 a.m. (HC)

08/23/15
8:00 a.m. (HC)

Acolytes

Norm Graff

Harry Woods
Robert Phillips
Jenny Phillips

Bruce Walker

Boyd McKoane
Mattie Morley
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