The Lion's Roar

September, 2015

Friends,
Oh, vacation was going so well... Two glorious days in and I was feeling relaxed, rejuvenated, and the
sun was starting to show on my face from the two days spent on the beach. And then the third day
came round. Not a cloud in the sky. Just a glorious day. I got up early, went to the Ocean City Boardwalk, and began my morning run. The boardwalk was teaming with runners, walkers, and bicyclers.
I was well into my morning run, and feeling good - when WHAM - I landed on a soft board. Before I
knew it I was falling face-first onto the boardwalk, surrounded by hundreds of people who were trying
to mind their own business. There was a huge gasp from the crowd. People ran over to help me. I wanted to climb UNDER the boardwalk in shame... And, by the next morning I was fine.
Except when I moved. Moving hurt. Breathing hurt.
Every time we went back to the boardwalk I tried to find "the board" I tripped on. I wanted to locate
the culprit. But, here's the thing: I didn't find one possible culprit. I found dozens. Dozens just near the
spot I spectacularly fell.
Here was this boardwalk where thousands and thousands of people went every day, and every few
feet there were boards that were sticking up, boards that were depressed, boards that had been
chewed away by years of weather and wear. AND every morning there were workers out repairing
boards, replacing boards, and nailing down wayward boards. There were entire sections that were
brand new and solid.
And so here's the thing: maintaining the boardwalk in Ocean City isn't the kind of thing you can do
once and be done with it. It takes constant work. Constant repair and replace. Constant attention.
And even then, someone is going to catch their foot on a soft board and bite it.
Similarly, the church needs constant attention. Yes, its buildings, and walkways, and doors, and carpet...
But, also as an organization. As a Christian community we need to give attention to our worship life,
our prayer life, our fellowship, how we are forming new Christians, and how we're deepening the faith
of mature Christians.
AND we do this in a world that is constantly changing and moving - where the spiritual landscape of
our society is shifting at seismic levels year by year. We can't "do" church the way we did it 10 or 20
years ago, because the needs of our people, and the demands on our families have changed.
Cont. on pg 3)
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STEWARDSHIP
When Jenny asks what Stewardship means to me, I can only say that it provides a concrete means for me to
express my love for this parish and all that it does.
As that love has grown over the years, so has my wonder at all the Good Works done by the parishioners
around me. I marvel at the time and energy put in by so many people for others - Keansburg, Curbing Hunger,
the Food Bank, the Soup Kitchen, ASP, the Boudinot Gardens, the Rummage Sale – and what they do for our
own family of believers – the choirs, the altar and flower guilds, the church school teachers, the buildings and
grounds crews – it all seems to be done so selflessly! So, in comparison, how difficult is it for me to give one
small mite from what I have?

Along with the Deeds, of course, is the Word – so beautifully translated by Father Rick, Sunday after Sunday,
from dry scripture to reflective enlightenment that I can follow as I travel along The Way.
Somehow I have found that, as my love for St. Mark’s has increased, so too has my ability and willingness to
give. What a small payment for all that St. Mark’s adds to my life!
Roger Conover

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS

Service In The Park And Church
Picnic! September 20th
10:00 service at the park amphitheater (bring a lawn chair) followed by picnic in the
covered picnic area. fun and games
No cost for picnic, but donations welcome.
Families should bring: salad or dessert to
share. We provide: beverages, hot dogs
and hamburgers, relish, catsup, mustard,
pickles
Helpers needed: set up, grilling, clean up

Let us know if your family will attend and
how many: contact
annesandrapost@gmail.com
or 908-7666621
Anne Post
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(Continued from page 1)

So, right now we are doing the hard and necessary work we need to do to see where we're at, and where
the soft boards are. Our vestry approved, at my urging, that we join in on a new diocesan initiative called
the "Way of St. Paul," which is seeking to help us, and other parishes like ours, be as healthy as we can and
grow as best we can. It's a program that seeks to listen first, give some things a try, see what was a success,
what was a failure, and where we should go next.
It does NOT mean that we're changing everything. And it does not mean that we're going to stay the same.
And, it does not mean that we're in trouble. We're not beginning this process as a reaction to bad news, but
rather we're choosing to be proactive.

There’s a small committee composed of Claudia Hughes (the chair), Martha Winter, Bev Moore, Jim
Martucci, Ann Millan, and myself who are meeting together, meeting with all of the other churches in the
diocese who are going through this process, and who are beginning to talk with some of our parishioners in
directed conversations. We're just beginning this thing. And we're still trying to figure it out! But, I'm pretty
excited about our initial conversations and learnings. Already we're finding some soft boards - some things
that need attention.
And, while we'll never be "finished" crafting this beautiful community of St. Mark's, with prayer, perseverance, and loving attention to each other I believe that we can be the healthy growing congregation that
God wants us to be.
God's Peace,
Rick
Please pray with us:
O Gracious God, even in the days which seem so uncertain, we know that you are our sure foundation. As a
parish family we pray for wisdom, for discernment, and to live without fear of the future or unnecessary
attachments to the past. We pray that we might be a beacon of your light for people searching for You and
your love. We pray that you would help us welcome in those who are hurting and longing for something
more, and that all of us would grow in our faith and commitment to you. And, we pray that this parish of St.
Mark's would more and more become the church you want us to be. All this we pray in the Holy Name of
Jesus. Amen.

Harry Woods and the gang at the
Morristown Soup Kitchen
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Warden’s Report
It’s hard to believe, but summer is coming to an end. Where did
it go? I hope everyone enjoyed their vacations and time away ,
but now it’s time to get back to our September schedule, school
starting, work, etc… Before I discuss September at
St. Mark’s, I wanted to mention some exciting projects that took
place while most were away this summer. Under the guidance of
Kevin Larner and members of the Ground’s Committee we were
able to complete two large projects. A beautiful new
patio was built at the Rectory with funds donated by generous
parishioners. The patio is a wonderful and necessary addition to
the Rectory and will surely be enjoyed by The Morley's and I’m
sure by the St. Mark’s community! The patio was built on the
middle slope of the side yard which has always been a
difficult area to maintain. While the patio was being built all the
back yard retaining walls, which were in desperate need of
repair, were rebuilt! Thanks to Kevin, Karen Morley, and
Carol Pasquale for all their time and effort getting this project
completed. Also, while the patio was being built we had the
bluestone walkways at the rear of the church repaired. All the
broken stones were removed and replaced with new stone.
What a difference! Thanks again Kevin for all your work on
these projects.
September means going back to our regular church service
schedule, 8:00 am and 10:00 am. We will welcome back
everyone with our regular service schedule and Sunday School
on September 13th.. September also means it’s time for our main
fund raisers for the year, the Rummage Sale and
September Song. The Rummage Sale will be held September 18th
and 19th . Annabelle Wilmer, Kit Mclaughlin, and Harry Woods
will be reaching out to parishioners for donations and help. It
takes many hands to set-up, sort, etc… so please
consider helping with this great church event. Our other fund
raiser is September Song. The funds raised by September Song
support the St. Mark’s music program for the coming year. This
event, like the Rummage Sale, can only be
successful with your help. Please consider participating as a Patron and as a volunteer.
Finally, September means football and the end of baseball
season! I have my season tickets for Rutgers football, our
second season in the Big 10! Ohio State is actually coming to
Piscataway this fall!! Also, as I write this report the Giants and
Jets are undefeated and the Mets and Yankees are in first place!
Peace
Bruce Walker
Junior Warden
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2015 Vestry
Rector
The Rev. Richard M. C. Morley
Senior Warden
Jim Martucci 604-2256
Junior Warden Select
Bruce Walker 340-4634
Grounds
Kevin Larner 766-1218
Buildings
Martha Winter 953-2009
Outreach
Jan Williams 696-8480
Finance
Martha Heiner 973-224-7045
Stewardship
Jenny Phillips 630-0807
Christian Education/Youth Ministry
Ashley Balavoine 973-543-2327
Communications/Evangelisim
Bev Moore 732-809-1215
Fellowship
Anne Post 766-6621
Membership
Chris Marshall 350-3371
Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus
Teri Passarello 696-0375
Treasurer
Buck Kirch 350-7129
Recording Treasurer
Doug Post 766-6621
Sunday School Director
John Lyga 766-5880
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September
Birthdays
9/1
9/2
9/3
9/4
9/5
9/6
9/7
9/8
9/9
9/14
9//16
9/17
9/18
9/19
9/20
9/21
9/23
9/24
9/26
9/28

Melissa Fletcher
Rob Pierson
Jeffrey Hooper
Connie Rose
Rachel Post
Lauren Walker
Yeta Eweka
Andrew Walker
Doriann Sanchez
Marliese Knill
Doug Marston
Teri Passarello
Glenn West
Spenser Thoma
George Helmke
Ann Lee
Mary Pasquale
Linda Aul
Elaine Jones
Martha Heiner
Anju Ittycheria
Caroline Mooney
Jason Denechaud
Joe Layton
Brenda Mandeen
Stuart Pasquale
Laurie Lupo
Jonathan Lupo
Paul Wittig
Karen Burgerhoff
Spencer Krell
Bridget Nishimura

Anniversaries
9/1
9/7
9/8
9/9
9/12
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/18
9/20
9/22
9/26

Rob & Nancy Brangaccio
Ken & Jennifer Solon
Martin & Louise Hale
Douglas & Laura Hubert
Robert & Patricia Pierson
Bob & Tizzie Benthien
Noyoze & Yeta Eweka
Tim & Lisa Keenan
Bill & Annabelle Wilmer
Jim & Michelle Martucci
Bill & Marylea Schmidt
Bob & Pam Les
Jim & Therese Nishimura

Save the Date!
Saturday, November 14th, St. Mark’s “Autumn in the Hills”
progressive dinner. Think about hosting hors d’ oeuvre or
dessert for the group or becoming a host for 8-10 guests in
your home. More information will follow. You may call or
email Carol Decoste with questions, 908-766-0408 or
g.decoste@yahoo.com

BELLS 101
Fall is coming and so is another introduction to bells. Do
you like music? Would you like to be part of a fun group
making music learning to ring bells? If so, please email me,
carolepasquale@gmail.com and we will include you. Last
year we rang in 3 sessions; September to Christmas, January
until
Easter and Easter until the end of the year. We will try to
find a time that suits the most people, and last year that was
on
Wednesday evening from 7:00 until 7:45 pm.
If you join the fall group, we will learn one piece to ring on
Nov. 1st., All Saints Day and we will take our bells to the
Chelsea in Bridgewater for a ring and sing on either Saturday, December 12th. or Sunday, Dec. 27th.
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ST. MARK’S FALL 2015 RUMMAGE SALE
SEPTEMBER 18TH AND 19th , 2015
SAVE THE DATES
GIVE OF YOUR TIME
SUPPORT ST. MARK’S 2ST FUND RAISER
SET UP: Saturday, September 12th at 9:30 am
SORT: Sunday, September 13th – Thursday, September 17th, 2015
DONATIONS: Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM until Wednesday, Sept 16th
BAKE SALE: Baked good delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM
SALE: Friday, September 18th ( 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
Saturday, September 19th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
CLEAN UP: Saturday, September 19th – 2:30 PM
This is the second important fund raiser for St. Mark’s in 2015. We need significant
donations of your unwanted and un-used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell
you friends and family of the opportunity to donate their unwanted good to the St.
Mark’s Rummage Sale.
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept:
Mattresses or box springs
Electronic equipment over 5 years old. No computer without hard drive, with chips older than Pentium or non-color
monitors. No dot matrix printers.
Baby equipment over 5 years old that are not to safety codes
Sporting equipment over 5 years old
Exercise equipment
Christmas tree stands
Suitcases without wheels
Analog TV, VHS Tapes or Cassettes
Books – only current novels, historical or children’s books. No text books, travel guides, manuals, magazines, encyclopedias.
Shoes – only in good condition. No worn out sneakers, please.
Toys - please bundle parts together
Men’s suits, men’s jackets and linens – please mark the size.

Please look for the sign up sheet and give of your time generously to make this another successful fund raiser for the church. We look forward to working with you
and sharing in the fellowship.
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer
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St. Mark’s Solar Panels Part 3:
Recent Advances in Solar Technology
In the July and August 2015 issues of The Lion’s Roar we provided first a brief “Overview and History” and then
a
summary of the “Energy, Financial, and Environmental Performance” of our St Mark’s Solar Panels.
In this third article of our solar panel series, we focus on Recent Advances in Solar Technology.
Photovoltaics (PV) is the name of the method used in solar cells to convert solar energy into direct current
electricity using semiconducting materials (typically silicon) that exhibit the photovoltaic effect , a physical and
chemical phenomenon. Solar cells are the building blocks of solar panels, which are the packaged and connected assemblies of solar cells (typically a 6 x 10 matrix of solar cells).
Current research in solar technology is focused in three primary areas:


Boosting solar cell conversion efficiencies, which is the amount of sun’s energy which is converted into electrical energy. Today’s typical production silicon solar cells have conversion efficiencies in the 15% to 20%
range, but the latest solar research has achieved conversion efficiencies of over 44%, with the goal of
achieving 50% in the next several years, promising much more powerful solar panels at greatly reduced
costs.



Lowering the cost of solar cells, panels, and systems. In the last decade, the cost to produce and install solar panels and systems has decreased by approximately 66%. The goal of the US Department of Energy’s
“SunShot Initiative” is to make large scale solar energy systems cost competitive with other energy sources,
including fossil fuels, by the year 2020.



Improving the reliability of solar cell components and systems. The degradation rate of solar cell conversion efficiencies has decreased to less than .4 percent per year, and the reliability of solar inverters, which
convert the direct current produced by solar cells into the alternating current required by our electrical
appliances and electrical grid, has greatly increased.

Since our solar panels were installed in early 2006, the advances in solar technology have been tremendous.
The
installed cost of our 22.77 kilowatt solar panels (which, as explained in Part 1 of our solar panel series of articles, was not paid for by St Mark’s) was $176,467.50 in 2006, or $7.75 per watt installed. Current installations
the size of ours cost approximately $2.50 per watt installed, or 32% of the 2006 installed cost, a price reduction
of approximately 68% in 9 years. Today solar panels with a peak electrical power of 45.54 kilowatts, twice the
peak electrical power of our current solar panels, would cost approximately $113,850 installed, 65% of the installed cost of our current solar panels. The current “SunShot” target is to achieve an installed cost of $1.00/
watt by 2020 for utility-scale solar systems.
Each of our 198 solar panels produces 115 watts of electrical power. Today comparable size solar panels produce
between 250 watts to 300 watts of electrical power. So an array of new solar panels with the same footprint as
our solar panels would produce 2.2 to 2.6 times the electrical power at 70% to 84% of the installed cost.
Other recent advances in solar technology include transparent solar panels for windows, solar road panels for
paving highways and parking lots, and solar shingles for roofs. While these technology advances are still in their
early stages, they promise a steady stream of solar innovations in the coming decades.
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The middle school art project at VBS was a 10x10 foot painting of Christ in Majesty

Fr. Rick celebrating the Eucharist at Fellowship
Village. In addition to regularly offering services
there, Fr. Rick was also recently elected to the
board of directors of Fellowship Senior Living.
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Ridge Oak
Service,
Keansburg Soup
10am
Kitchen
Chapel @ 9am

Food Bank
Distribution
in Somerville

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

8am Rite I
9:15am Rite
II

8am Rite I
10:00am Rite
II Healing
Service
Finance
Meeting after
10am Service

20

8am Rite I
10:00am Rite
II Service in
the Park &
Church Picnic

27

8am Rite I
10:00am Rite
II Healing
Service

Holly Manor
Service,
10:45am

Warden’s
Meeting

21

Chapel @ 9am

Chapel @ 9am
Keansburg Soup
Kitchen

22

23

Chapel @ 9am

Vestry Meeting, 7:30pm

28

29

30

Chapel @ 9am

10

Rummage
Sale

Food Bank
Distribution
in Somerville

Rummage
Sale
Food Bank
Distribution
in Somerville

24

25

26

Food Bank
Distribution
in Somerville
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September
Lay readers

Date
9/6/2015
8:00 a.m. (HC)

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
L&Ch Jackie Kahle

9:15 a.m. (HC)

L&Ch Marylea Schmidt
P&Ch Bill Schmidt
LR2 Lauran Corson

Acolytes

Ushers
J. Wojnar

Mattie Morley

B. Walker
M. Hale

9/13/2015
8:00 a.m. (HC)

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Healing
Service
L&Ch Jeff Hooper

10:00 a.m. (HC)

L&Ch Christian Luongo

Martin Hale

J. Martucci

Ch Christina Creighton

Julia West

J. Layton

P Chuck Knill
LR 2 Libby West

Katie Williams
Ben Larner

9/20/2015
8:00 a.m. (HC)
10:00 a.m. (HC)

09/27/15
8:00 a.m. (HC)
10:00 a.m. (HC)

T. Defeo

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost - Worship
& Picnic in the Park
L&Ch Mary Urbas

B. McKoane

L&Ch Chuck Knill
P&Ch Dawn Knill
LR 2 Nancy Opremcak

T. Opremcak
K. Williams

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Healing
Service
L&Ch Doug Post
L&Ch Lea O'Shea
P&Ch Roger Conover
LR2 Tom Mooney

H. Woods
Sean Gogerty
John Mooney
Jeremy Richardson
Hugo Balavoine
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N. Graff
L. Rose

