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Warden’s Corner & Rector’s Message
I will be ending my term as Senior Warden next month. Another team of Wardens will take over and I am confident that we
will continue in our missions to do all we can for our church and community. This has been such a rewarding experience and a
pleasure working with our Vestry, congregation, staff and Father Rick. For my last Warden’s Corner, I wanted to get some
perspective from Rick in just 12 questions and share it with our congregation.
JIM: Father Rick, next May will mar k the 7 th year of your time as Rector of St. Mark’s. You have heard of the term “7
Year Itch”. You aren’t feeling any of that are you?
RICK: Well, you mean besides putting my r esume together ? (Ha! That ’s a joke.) Nope. No “7 Year Itch” here. I say this
so often, that I don’t want people to think it’s just “my line,” but really and truly the Morley’s love it here. As a priest, I think I
always need to be open to what God has in store for me, and while someday that will probably mean something else, I am
convinced that I am right where God wants me. I’m having fun. I’m excited for some of the new things we have in the works.
And, I’m excited to keep working with great people – like you Jim!
JIM: Thank you – the feeling is mutual. As you think back to when you and your family first arrived at St. Mark’s, what was
one of your fondest memories at that time?
RICK: We have a pictur e in our dining r oom of our fir st Sunday her e. Geez, Mattie and Zoe ar e so tiny! I love that my
kids get to grow up here, in this parish. Zoe and Mattie are pretty psyched about St. Mark’s, and all they get to do around here,
from smARTS to September Song, and the ownership they are feeling towards this parish family is just wonderful to see. And,
I hope that their friends in youth group and Sunday School grow up with the same enthusiasm.
JIM: Since you have been her e, you have been instr umental in developing our mission, and a long-term plan for St.
Mark’s. How do you think we are doing?
RICK: Ther e was a moment at the chur ch picnic this year , when I tur ned ar ound and saw the gar den —that St. Mark’s
is instrumental in—which produced over a hundred pounds a week of fresh food for the food bank through the summer and
early fall. I know “pride” is one of the seven deadly sins, but I think God forgave me for feeling a little pride. This is a church
that reaches out in the most amazing, creative and meaningful ways—and that invites people of every generation and
background to jump in. Not to mention the fact that we have so much fun ministering to the needs of others! So, I think we’re
doing pretty great.
JIM: I ser ve with you on the Way of St. Paul committee along with other s fr om our par ish. Can you say a few wor ds
about where we are with this program?
RICK: The Way of St. Paul (WSP) is a diocesan pr ogr am that we ar e taking par t in which seeks to help us cur r ent
parishioners grow more spiritually, and then to invite others to join us in this spiritual journey. It’s stretching us to think about
Christian education, formation, and evangelism in new ways—and I think it’s just great. It’s not a “silver bullet,” but I think
we’ll look back on this time in a few years and say that it was a turning point.
JIM: As you know, we ar e in the planning stages for a capital campaign to r educe mor tgage debt and make capital
improvements to our church. For those who may feel this is outside of our spiritual mission, what would you say to them?
RICK: You know the one topic that J esus talked the most about? Money. Money is a spir itual thing. Our for efather s
and foremothers at St. Mark’s saw to it that a church was built, that a rectory was purchased, that spaces were made for
fellowship and education, etc. And, now, it’s up to us to make sure that St. Mark’s is on a sure foundation for the next
Continued on Page 7
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Fellowship News

The Progressive Dinner was SUCH a great event!

Progressive Dinner: Thank You! Thank You!
A very appreciative thanks to all who helped make the
Progressive Dinner (Autumn in the Hills) a great success.
Publicity-Ann Millan & Lorri Layton; Logistics-Betsy Spindler,
Anne Post & Carol DeCoste; Food-Sharon DeFeo & Martha
Winter; Appetizers-Elizabeth & Bill Ross; Dessert-Sean &
Sandy Gogerty and our Dinner Hosts: Patti & Rob Pierson,
Martha & Web Winter, Martha & Jeff Heiner, Marilyn &John
Lyga, and Tim & Nancy Opremcak.
A lot of great food, drink and fun was had by all. A special
thanks to Martha Winter, who when I had unexpected guests for
a week, managed with ease the final leg of this event.
Carol DeCoste, Dinner Chair
Advent Brunch:
If you were not able to attend the Progressive Dinner, you’ll
have another opportunity to join in a group meal event - the
Advent Brunch! This season the brunch will be on Sunday,
December 13 following the 10:00 service. The hall will need to
be set up with chairs and tables etc. on Saturday, December 12

at 9:00 am. It would be so helpful if some of the men and teens
could help with this set up.
Please let me know if you can help with the set up, or as a
“chef” on Sunday morning, or with clean up. As always, it
takes many hands but the clean up goes very fast if you can
help. There will be a paper sign up sheet for the brunch, but if
you’d like to email me a message, please sign up that way.

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS

annesandrapost@gmail.com
Please bring something to share: a
breakfast type dish, or a salad (greens or
fruit), or muffins/bagels to serve 8-10
people. You can bring your food items up
to the kitchen before the service at 10:00.
If you have children, make something
they’ll like. Typically, chicken nuggets,
mac & cheese, and hot dogs go over well.
We look forward to these “all church” get
-togethers. Bring a friend to share with us.
Coffee Hour Update:
We have moved the coffee hour sign-up
board up to the Parish Hall, so look on the
bulletin board and sign up. I’ll be happy
to partner with any “tea drinkers”, or noncoffee drinkers who are intimidated by
the coffee pots. No worries, I’ll be happy
to give you a kitchen tour and I’ll help
you. Our after-church fellowship is
popular, so please give it a try as a
“fellowship host” and I think you’ll be
surprised at how easy it really is.
Thank you to everyone who has hosted or
served something at a St. Mark’s event all
through the year. It’s been really fun and
we couldn’t do it without you.
Anne Post, Fellowship Chair
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Stewardship
A huge thank you to those who have already sent in their
pledge cards. We so appreciate your generosity and kindness to St.
Mark’s and our communities near and far. It is because of you that
we have St. Mark’s and together are able to accomplish all that we
do. We are hoping to have everyone participate in a pledge. As I
write this we have 77 pledge cards in so far. If you are still
considering your pledge, it is not too late! Our Vestry meeting is
coming up in mid-December and the budget will be set for next
year. Our pledges help us to keep our current programs and without
them cuts may need to be made. Keep those pledges coming!
Pledge cards are available in the Link and office. I’d love to hear
from you if you have any questions.
Why green shoots some of you have asked? Green shoots
embody the hope, faith, loving kindness and resilience of Jesus in us
to be strong and spread his word by deeds and actions. They
epitomize a community who are loving and kind and help in
response to the stubble – the brown, broken thatch of this world. All
of us at St. Mark’s represent the green shoots. Together by sharing
our time, talents and treasure we all make a difference, spreading the
word of Jesus.
(The green shoot theme was inspired by a lovely book
written by our rector in England, Dawson Price.)
“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be
arrogant, nor to put their hope in wealth which is so uncertain but
to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for
our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.” 1 Timothy 6:17-18
Wishing you a very Merry and Peaceful Christmas, as we
celebrate the birth of our Lord,
Jenny Phillips

Parish Prayer List for 2016
This January we’d like to start a fresh year with a fresh prayer list!
Please contact the office with the name(s) you wish to have on the
list. The office will record the name of the person, the name of the
person who has put them on the prayer list, the date they were put on
the list, and their needs.
The list will be published in The Little Weekly Roar for your
personal prayer time, and in the Sunday bulletins. Also, at the 10AM
service we have our healing prayer team ready to pray for you, or
anyone who you love who is struggling for any reason.
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2014 Vestry
Rector
The Rev. Richard M. C. Morley
Senior Warden
Jim Martucci 604-2256
Junior Warden
Bruce Walker 340-4634
Grounds
Kevin Larner 766-1218
Buildings
Martha Winter 953-2009
Outreach
Jan Williams 690-8480
Finance
Martha Heiner 973-224-7045
Stewardship
Jenny Phillips 630-0807
Christian Education/Youth Ministry
Ashley Balavoine 973-549-2327
Communications/Evangelisim
Dan Spindler 973-267-6127
Fellowship
Anne Post 766-6621
Membership
Chris Marshall 350-3371
Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus
Teri Passarello 696-0375
Treasurer
Buck Kirch 647-3566
Recording Treasurer
Doug Post 766-6621
Sunday School Director
John Lyga 766-5880
J2A Activities Coordinator
Jackie Taylor 221-0378
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Handel’s Messiah

Amahl & The Snowman

Do not miss the opportunity to see the
Acclaimed “Trinity Wall Street Choir and Baroque
Orchestra” sing Handel’s Messiah
at St. Mary’s Abbey, Delbarton School, Morristown
on Tuesday, December 15th, 7:30 p.m.

Join us for the perfect performance to start off your
holiday season! Light Opera of New Jersey is proud to
present Gian Carlo Menotti’s Amahl and the Night
Visitors with a special opening presentation of Howard
Blake’s The Snowman.
The Snowman is the charming musical adaption of

Please email or call Jenny Phillips to be included for a
group rate for general admission. Jrpw26@gmail.com or
908-451-9638

Raymond Briggs’ treasured story that will delight all
ages. Amahl and the Night Visitors has become a part of
many families’ holiday tradition. A poor young boy is
awakened in the middle of the night by a knock on the
door, and who should he find but three kings following a
star. This one act opera emphasizes generosity and the
importance of family.

Tickets are: $31.50 (Regular price is $35) check payable to
“Music in the Somerset Hills”.
If you would prefer other seating the following is
available:
VIP: $75
Reserved: $50
Senior(65+): $30
Student: $20

Tickets are: $25 adults & $10 children12 and under.
Contact LONJ for Group and Student Rush rates.

Tickets (at the regular rates) are also available online at
www.MusicSH.org/concerts
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December
Birthdays
Dec 1
Dec 3
Dec 4
Dec 5
Dec 6
Dec 12
Dec 13
Dec 14
Dec 17
Dec 19
Dec 20
Dec 22
Dec 24
Dec 26
Dec 27
Dec 29
Dec 30
Dec 31

Bill Hubert
Peter Gilbert
Kathy Seabrook
Ernie Peterson
Julia West
Jacob Giordano
Nicholas Giordano
Noyoze Eweka
Wilson Kochek
Joanne Woolford
Rich Thoma
Caroline Coffin
Christy Denechaud
John Mooney
Lisa Lehlehicioglu
Sean Gogerty
Lynn Tipson
Trevor Tuthill
Olivier Balavoine
Tim Marston
John Snyder
Christine Trucco
Mattie Morley
Bryan Knill
Theresa Nishimura
Liam Pierson
Phillip Saccone
Rob Brangaccio
Meg Jewson

St. Mark's Women's Group
Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
All women of St. Mark's are invited to a Christmas Gathering
Thursday, December 3 at 6:30pm
Christmas Museum home of Sharon and Tom DeFeo.
Sign up in the link or call/email Carol DeCoste,
908.766.0408 or g.decoste@yahoo.com.

Please bring a hearty appetizer, sandwiches, or dessert.
A good way to start the Christmas season. Enjoy great food,
drink and fellowship with old and new friends.
I'll be looking for you all!
Carol
ASP Thanksgiving Pie Sale
Thank you to all who so kindly supported our pie sale, we sold 43
pies this year! You are helping our adults and youth to go to
Appalachia next summer to make low-income homes warmer, safer
and drier.
Getting apples ready for the pies!

Anniversaries
Dec 7
Dec 28
Dec 29

Tim & Nancy Opremcak
Bill & Lauran Corson
David & Janet Day

Crumb toppings, here we

come
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ST. MARK’S FINANCE COMMISSION
Represented below is a summary of St. Mark’s operating income statement
October 31, 2015, Year-to-Date
Actual

Budget

Variance

225,734

232,000

(6,266)

86,026

77,796

8,230

Operating Income

311,760

309,796

1,964

Operating Expenses

314,069

316,350

2,281

Net Operating Income

($ 2,309)

($ 6,554)

($ 4,245)

Pledges
All Other Donations

Operating income for October has remained above our budget projection. Steady Building Use Donations and Other
Donations have helped Total Operating Income to be 101% of our budget goal for October.
Operating expenses for year-to date 2015 are now under our budget by $ 2,281.
Net operating income for October 2015 is slightly ahead of our budget expectation at ($4,245).
As we approach the end of 2015, I’d like to thank you for your pledge to St. Mark’s, and for your commitment to fulfilling
that pledge. Both are so vitally important to our ability to set a budget and to responsibly adhere to it. I look forward to
a wonderful Advent and Christmas season with you.
Martha Heiner
Finance Commission

The Good Old Days
by Jeremy Richardson
Sometimes I remember,
the Good Old Days
Arriving with our camping chairs,
everyone is starring through the air
Candle light is burning,
burning through our hearts,
The Sermon is over,
the picnic is served.
The food is here,
thanks be to God.
I still can't imagine,
anything better than that.

Jeremy Richardson
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generation. We have real needs in our physical plant. Our
parking lot is a mess. Our church boiler is on its 9 th life. The
carpet in the church is fraying and stained. And, we have a large
mortgage which hangs on us like a millstone. I think that a
successful capital campaign would go a long way to shoring St.
Mark’s up for the long haul.

God at work. Listen for where God wants you to be.
JIM: You will be going on Sabbatical over the summer next
year. Please tell us why this is important and a little about what
you will be doing?

RICK: Cler gy have some of the highest bur nout r ates of any
profession. Some of the highest rates of diseases linked to stress
too. Pretty sad, right? You’d think we’d be the most “zen”
people out there! The word “sabbatical” comes from the root
word “Sabbath,” which means “seventh,” and usually refers to
the seventh day of the week when God told us to rest. For all
RICK: Inter estingly, the aver age Episcopal Chur ch has
Episcopal clergy, a sabbatical is offered in the “seventh” year of
around 60 people on a Sunday morning. So, we’re not a “small their tenure. I’m going to be taking the prescribed three months
parish” in comparison to Episcopal Churches across the country. for reading, writing, praying, and creativity. I’m hoping that I’ll
However, I think your point is correct—in terms of activity and return energized and ready to go for another seven years. I’ll be
mission, we over-perform for our size. We do a lot, and we do a communicating more about this in the coming months.
lot of good. And, that’s one of the reasons why I just love this
place.
JIM: Please give us your vision for our next thr ee year s,
which will take us to a decade with you as our Rector?
JIM: Let’s talk stewardship (or not). I know you are a generous
person in so many ways. Hypothetically, if you were not our
RICK: So, I believe that the vision doesn’t just come from
Rector, but only a parishioner, would your opinion on
me, but from the whole parish—and especially in concert with
stewardship be different in any way?
the vestry. We’re a year and a half into the “Nourish” triennial
vision, and in the next six to nine months we’ll start talking
RICK: I don’t know. It’s hard to separate myself and my role. about the next three years. But, since you’re asking ME… I’d
Probably. I probably wouldn’t wake up in cold sweats at night
have to say that I see the Way of St. Paul process giving us a
worrying about the budget! Perhaps I’d have a more joyful
great framework for really enabling people to deepen their sense
perspective on stewardship, instead of the constant concern
of connection with God, AND giving us all the tools to invite
about whether we’re making it or not. Giving is supposed to be others to deepen that sense too. I see us growing from the
as spiritual a practice as praying and worshipping. Someday I’d inside—out. That’s what has me so excited about the coming
like to just give, and not worry about shortfalls and red budgets! years!
JIM: I consider us to be a r elatively small par ish, if you
judge us by our average church attendance on Sundays, but look
at if differently when I think of all the things we do. Do you
agree?

JIM: Tell us something about your self that few people might JIM: Any closing thoughts you would like to shar e with your
know about you?
congregation?
RICK: I’m a raging introvert. People always seem surprised
when I say that, because when they see me on a Sunday
morning or at a parish event I come across as far more
extroverted. To compensate I get up way before the rooster
crows on Sunday morning so I can spend time by myself,
thinking and praying through the morning. Then, after everyone
goes home, I like to spend some more time by myself to wind
down…though sometimes my family has other plans…! But, in
order for me to function properly, I need down time.

RICK: Chr istmas is coming! This is a gr eat time to invite
others to church. Of course, Christmas Eve services are great,
but you can also invite people to the Crèche Service, to go
caroling with us, to Walk to Bethlehem, and to join in on the
Advent email devotional. Most people join a church community
because someone asked them to, and it’s always a great time to
invite someone—but Christmastime is an especially timely
season of the year for that.
God’s Peace,
Jim Martucci, Senior Warden &
Father Rick Morley, Rector, St. Mark’s

JIM: I know for myself, I tr y to come to chur ch ever y
Sunday, but then during the week I find myself so busy with
work, family and other things that take up my time. It seems like
there is little cohesion with the rest of the week for our spiritual
lives. What advice do you have for us if others possibly feel the
same way sometimes?
RICK: This is one of the pr oblems that we all have these
days: the bifurcation of our lives. As if we have a “spiritual
life,” and a “work life,” and a “family life”… No. God is with
us through it all. God’s here at church when we come, but God
is also with us at work, and in our home. Everything has the
potential to be spiritual if we let it be. Don’t be dismayed, I
struggle with this too. But, remember, God wants us to be a
good person at work. And, God has work for us to do at home.
Take sometime wherever you are to see God’s Presence, and
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Vestry Nominations
The St. Mark's nominating committee comprised of Jim Lunny, Martin Hale and Ashley Balavoine are pleased to offer
the following Vestry candidates to be approved at the St. Mark's Annual meeting January 17th, 2016. We think this is a
wonderful group of individuals offering excellent leadership for our Vestry Committee. Please contact one of us with
any questions or concerns.
Mary Urbas, Senior Warden
Marty and I joined St Marks in 1997 and have been very
active at St. Marks thru-out the years. I have served on St.
Mark’s vestry as the Outreach Commission head, upon
completion, I became the recording secretary for several
years, until I was called as Junior Warden/Senior Warden.
I had a very rewarding two years on our Journey to
Adulthood program working with our young adults. These
past several years I have been an active member of our
Bell Choir and have been on the Curbing Hunger Board
for 10+ years. I am the proud parent of 3 adults… Carrie,
who resides in Summit with her husband and our three
granddaughters, Kiyomi, who resides in Sydney Australia
with her husband, and Miyako, our youngest, who lives in
Basking Ridge and works in Newark, NJ. I have held
various IT roles thru out my 38+ year career, currently
with Johnson & Johnson.

decades-long foundation of being a warm, welcoming, and
family-friendly church, and I am honored to be considered
for a leadership role at this pivotal moment.
Norm Graff, Grounds Commission
My wife Joan and I, along with my 3 children, have lived
in Basking Ridge for 30 years and have been members of
St Marks for about 25 years. I have previously served on
the vestry for the Grounds Commission and Building
Commission, participated on the Personnel Committee,
was a member of the Discernment Committee that selected
Father Rick and have been an Usher for many years. I
have also participated with St Mark’s Outreach programs
in the Soup Kitchen, Food Bank and Habitat for
Humanity.
I have spent the last 30 years in software development in
both technical and management roles.
I am very happy to be able to serve on the vestry again.

I am very honored to have been called to serve as St
Mark’s Senior Warden. Working with our St. Mark’s
commissions and Junior Warden and our Rector, Rev.
Rick Morley, and the energetic St. Mark’s parishioners,
we are well positioned to continue our missions and meet
new challenges that the future will bring. God Bless,
Mary

Alisa Larner, Christian Education Commission
I have been a member of St. Mark’s since 2010. My
husband Kevin and I live in Basking Ridge with our 3
children Ben (9), Abby (6) and Caleb (3). We feel very
fortunate to live in this wonderful community that includes
St. Mark’s. It has been our privilege and pleasure to work,
worship and socialize with all of its wonderful
parishioners.

Chip Hughes, Junior Warden
My wife Claudia and I first joined St. Mark’s upon
moving to Warren Township in 1992. I previously served
on the Vestry for the Finance Commission. Claudia and I
taught Sunday School for many years, and we currently
serve as part of the Healing Prayer Ministry and on the
Bell Choir. We have two children—Joe, 26, who is in the
fourth year of a Math PhD program at UCLA (and still
sings with the choir on his visits home!), and Liz, 24, who
is working in Human Resources in Nashville. I have
worked in various business roles for the last 35 years.

I grew up in Southborough, Massachusetts and attended
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst where I
graduated with a Masters in Cell and Molecular Biology.
After working in research at several pharmaceutical
companies in Boston and New Jersey, I left the industry
when I had children. Currently, I am on the Board and
serve as treasurer for St. James Moms & Tots. Gardening
and hiking are my favorite pastimes!

I believe that St. Mark’s is at an important point in our
history—we are part of a global Anglican Communion
with a new and growth-oriented Archbishop of
Canterbury, we are part of an Episcopal Church with a
brand-new Presiding Bishop who believes in spiritual
outreach and reconciliation, we have a Diocesan Bishop
who has started the “Way of St. Paul” program to build
church communities, and we have a wonderful and
energetic Rector. We have an opportunity to build on a

I feel blessed to serve the members of St. Mark’s on the
Vestry and am thankful for your consideration.
Patti Pierson, Membership Commission
My family and I joined St. Mark’s Church in September of
2011. We were looking for a new Episcopal church to call
home and found our way to the little A-framed church on
Finley Avenue. Aesthetically, it was not the grand Gothicstyle church we were accustomed to attending, but when
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we quietly walked through the narthex doors into the
sanctuary and sat through our first Sunday morning
service, we knew we found something special here.

Thank you for your consideration in allowing me to serve
on the Vestry as our next Membership Commission chair.

Raising a family with my husband, Rob, and two teen-age
sons, Liam & Brandon, meant there needed to be
something for all of us and we each have found countless
opportunities to practice our Christian faith here at St.
Mark’s.

Dan Spindler, Communications Commission
My family has been attending St. Mark's since 2012. My
wife Betsy and I, along with our two girls Sydney and
Abby, live in Parsippany. We came to St. Mark's after
being members of St. Peter's in Morristown for over 15
For me, I immediately joined the Flower Guild & with this years. We feel so lucky to have found a home at St.
Mark's.
group of talented ladies, arrange the altar with beautiful
flowers as well as to keep the outdoor containers alive
I was raised in East Hanover and attended the University
with seasonal offerings.
of Scranton receiving a Bachelor's degree in Political
Science as well as earning my Executive MBA in
Less than 6 months into being a new parishioner, I was
Marketing from Rutgers University. My professional
asked to co-chair a fundraising event & come up with a
theme, which became the Olympic-inspired, wonderfully experience is focused in the areas product management,
fun & successful, “Go For The Gold”. I have also offered marketing and business operations. Outside of work I
a hand with many church-held functions where decorating enjoy woodworking and playing ice hockey.
has been involved.
I feel very humbled that I have been asked to be a part of
the St. Mark's Vestry and look forward to working our
For the past two years, I served our youth as one of the
J2A teachers. What I received back was tenfold to what I members and the community.
gave, I am sure.
I am a regular at the 10:00 a.m. service, Adult Forum,
Women’s Gatherings & Community Soup Kitchen of
Morristown volunteer. I routinely help out with the
Rummage Sale & donate items to support the Somerset
County Food Bank, Keansburg & our local Veterans. My
family & I have also supported the two recent Eagle Scout
projects, the first of which was run by our eldest son,
Liam. Recently, I’ve joined the Restoration Committee
and Hand Bell Choir.
Outside of St. Mark’s, I am the owner of Pierson Design
Associates, an interior decorating firm. I am an active
member with the Ridge High School PTO, board member
with the Garden Club of Morristown & sustaining member
of the Junior League of Morristown. I spent 8 years as a
Den Leader & 4 years as the Committee Chair of our local
Cub Scout pack. I also served on the BSA District
Nominating Committee.

The Sunday school class is busy making angels, paper
chains and decorating ornaments for Christmas!
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The Way of St. Paul
“To help us all deepen our Christian faith and to grow our church by inviting others to join us”
This is our stated purpose in the St. Paul’s Way
committee. Our committee is part of a diocesan-wide
effort to evangelize and increase our church membership.

However, if we are to succeed in this, we need God’s
support. We wish to ask God’s help in prayer each
Sunday together as a parish. We need wisdom, clarity of
direction, parish support, inspiration, energy, boldness.
I want to briefly cover what we mean by this because even Please pray with us each Sunday for these things.
though it is a short, simple statement; there is actually a lot
going on in it.
You will notice I haven’t listed a big event or a fundraiser.
We deliberately are choosing a quieter path. We want to
Firstly, we wish to deepen our Christian faith practices.
be quite intentional in our steps towards growing our
That means we want to focus on ourselves and on our
church and strengthening our current parishioners. We
current parishioners. How can we help? How do we
want to achieve long lasting change and build a strong
strengthen our faith and what do we mean by faith
foundation for the future.
practices anyway?
We thank you for any and all ideas you may have on this
Here are a few that come to mind: Prayer, worship,
topic. We will continue to reach out and discuss ideas
knowledge of God through study of scripture, books,
with various parish members. Please let us know if you
forum and other opportunities, Christian community,
have some thoughts,
sharing our faith with one another, encouragement in
words and actions to other parishioners
Claudia Hughes
We will be offering thoughts, videos, podcasts on all these
in the next year.
We are choosing, in particular, to focus on our family
relationships at first. How do we offer support to our
families with children, to our grandparents and empty
nesters? We welcome all ideas. Here are some plans for
the spring as we begin with a focus on our younger
families:
 Parent Sharing of Wisdom groups
 Video on Lord’s Prayer to be
viewed at home
 Lenten Scavenger Hunt
 Daily Lenten Scripture emails

Our Way of St Paul group meeting in Perth Amboy

Secondly, we need to grow as a church.
Did you know that most of our members
came due to an invitation from another
parishioner? This is true today and was true
twenty years ago. It is scary to visit
another church for some people.
Extending a hand of invitation to a
neighbor or friend is a good place to start.
And, it is helpful to remember that people
need the church. Even if they are not
actively aware of this, we offer blessings,
support, a chance to connect with God, and
most of all, salvation.
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Ed Babbott and his daughter Markie Babbott wrote a book
called Into the Great Swamp. They gave a great presentation of
their work in the Heritage Room.

Jim’s interview that Rick

Father Rick represented St. Mark's at the rededication of Felmouth
hall at Ridge Oak this past month. St. Mark's was one of the founding
churches of Ridge Oak, and our ministry there continues.

smARTS finished up for the fall session with three classes on
pastels.
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December 2015
The Lion's Roar

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
Holly Manor
Service,
10:45am

6 Advent II 7
8am Rite I
10am Rite II

8

Wed

2

III
Advent
Brunch
8am Rite I
10am Rite II
Dinner
Church

20

9

Chapel @ 9am

8am Rite I
Lessons &
Carols 10am

Fri

Sat

4

5

Amahl and the
Night Visitors
5pm and
7:30pm shows

Amahl and the
Night Visitors
5pm and
7:30pm shows

11

12

17

18

19

25

26

10
Fellowship
Village Service, 11am

14

15
Vestry Mtg

16

Chapel @ 9am
Keansburg Soup
Kitchen

Warden &
Finance Mtg

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

Chapel @ 9am

Advent IV
8am Rite I
Creche Service, 10am

27

3

Ridge Oak
Service,
Keansburg Soup
10am
Kitchen
Chapel @ 9am

Dinner
Church

13 Advent

Thu

Chapel @ 9am
Morristown
Soup Kitchen

13

1pm, Hills
Service
5pm Service
11pm Service

