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When the 1979 Book of Common Prayer was compiled and published, it offered many places for options. You could do
"this," or you could do "that." There were two whole rites of the Holy Eucharist - one with traditional language, and
another with a more contemporary flair. In the more contemporary, Rite II, version there are even six options for the
Prayers of the People, with the added instruction that we could write our own as long as we prayed for a similar list of
intentions.
When options were given, however, there was an explicit heirarchy of options. The "first option" is always the default.
So, when it comes to baptism, adult baptism is the norm (Page 301). When it comes to language, traditional still wins the
day. When it comes to the Lord's Prayer, it's "Our Father who are in heaven," above "Our Father in heaven."
But, when it comes to standing and kneeling for the Eucharistic prayer... there's a little confusion. Following the "Holy,
holy, holy" in Rite I, we find "The people kneel or stand." (Page 334) In Rite II we find the exact opposite: "The people
stand or kneel."
It's clear that the editors of the Prayer Book had different intentions for the different rites. For Rite I, the default position
is to kneel. In Rite II, the default position is to stand. Now, either is permitted, and quite frankly I don't really care what
a particular person chooses to do. But, I would like to suggest two things.
The first is to consider why you do what you do. Kneeling in the Christian tradition has always had a sense of penitence
about it. It's why we all kneel during the confession of sins, no matter which rite we're in. And, it's clear that people in the
earliest years of the church had a practice of kneeling. There's just something about falling on your knees in the Presence
of the Almighty. However, the Council of Nicea - the same people who gave us the Nicene Creed - cautioned against
kneeling on Sundays and they absolutely forbade kneeling during the Great 50 Days of Easter. They made the distinction
between a time of penitence and a time of celebration. Standing for them was a physical prayer in "resurrection position,"
where in the wake of Jesus' victory over sin and death we are given the honor of being able to stand before God.
Again, do what feels right for you. Stand or kneel because that particular day you think it will help you connect with
God. Don't do it because the person in front of you did something. Don't even just do it because "we've always done it
that way." Do it because today you need to be in a position of penitence, or today you just have to stand in witness to the
resurrection.
The second thing - and it's just a small thing, really - is to do whatever you're going to do immediately after the "Holy,
holy, holy." Oftentimes I wait to go on with the remainder of the Eucharistic prayer for people who are intending to
kneel, to kneel. And, oftentimes I wait a few "beats" and no one moves, and I assume "well, I guess we're all standing
today!" Then I resume the prayer... and everyone kneels! If you're going to kneel, feel free to do so right after the "Holy,
holy, holy." And, if you're going to stand, boldly remain standing!
Both are options, both have their place in our tradition, and each can help us carve out a space within ourselves to
worship God today, tomorrow, and always.
Rick

1

The Lion's Roar

Finance Report
The Progressive Dinner was SUCH a great event!
Finance Summary

2015 Actual

2015 Budget

Pledges

278,892

290,409

(11,517)

Other Donations

107,786

96,821

10,965

Operating Income

386,678

387,230

(552)

Operating Expenses

393,180

387,230

5,950

Net Operating Income

(6,502)

0

Variance

( 6,502)

2015 Financial Results
The 2015 Operating Income was $386,678 against the yearly budget of $387,230 ($552 short). Pledges fell short of
expectation by ($11,517). We were also behind budget on plate donations ($1211)and September Song fundraiser
income ($3000), but increases in Other donations, Holiday Offerings, Building Use Donations and Rummage Sale
Proceeds helped to close the gap by $10,185. You will also see $5000 of Grant Money arriving from the Diocese
which was used to pay their portion of the Seminarian Salary. Another $5000 arrived but is being held into 2016 to be
consistent with that payroll.
The 2015 Operating Expenses were $393,180 which exceeded the $387,230 budget by 1.54% or ($5,950). Our Electric bills for the Church and Rectory exceeded our budget projection by ($3,534), having not realized the cost savings
we were expecting due to electrical upgrades. Building Maintenance was over budget by ($950) mostly due to a
change in cleaning service during the year. Grounds Maintenance was over budget by ($1218) due to having two summer seasons of lawn care bills fall into the same year. Thankfully it was a quiet year for Maintenance costs and Landscaping costs. We are positioned well for 2016 in these areas.
Net Operating Income fell shor t of our budget expectation by ($6502).
Martha Heiner Vestry, Finance

Warden’s Corner
As I write this, I am into my second week as Warden…and what a first week your vestry had!
1. Winter Storm warning rearranging our vestry retreat into an in house 2-day session
2.

Blizzard warning, cancelling Day 2 of our Vestry retreat

3. Snowfall predictions changing from inches to two feet plus resulting in cancellation of our 8 am service.
The mini retreat went off as scheduled. With a strong sense of mission, we completed Vestry 101 led by Father
Rick. 2016 Calendar was built, from Shrove Tuesday (Feb 9) for pancakes flipped by Rite 13, thru Creche services
on December 18th. I don’t believe there is a week where there is not something exciting happening at St. Mark’s. A
‘Fun’ Fundraiser Committee team is beginning to coalesce – Volunteers needed!!! Reach out to Jenny Phillips and
Martha Winter, our co-chairs.
In February, your Vestry will be kicking off our first official meeting with ‘The Way of St. Paul’ committee. As Rev
Rick stated in December, “It’s stretching us to think about Christian education, formation and evangelism in new
ways….” The Vestry is looking forward to the challenges and opportunities to serving all of you in the pews, at
home, and in our local and great community.
God Bless,
Mary
908.947.8474
murbas@aol.com
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To everyone at St. Mark’s,
How does one begin to say “thank you”? Thank you for the honor
you have bestowed upon me by giving me the honor you have bestowed upon me by giving me the honor of being recipient of the
Lifetime
Stewardship Award. As those of you that were there know I was
speechless, but I want you all to know, from my heat, how much this
means to me.
Everything that I do here, I do because I love you and I love God. He
is the one who guided me here when I needed someplace to go. And
once here, He was the one who was and is by me in everything that I
do – from choir, to layreading, altar, glowers, working at Keansburg
and the soup Kitchen in Morristown, working at rummage sale and
going on ASP. I love it all and I’m so fortunate to be able to do it
all.
I thank you again for all of your support and love over the past 25
years and I will look forward to the rest of my days here with you
continually singing, praying, arranging, sorting and serving both you
and Him.
Always in Christ,
Jeanne Wyatt
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Rector
The Rev. Richard M. C. Morley
Senior Warden
Mary Urbas 630-9012
Junior Warden
Chip Hughes 642-6706
Grounds
Norm Graff 204-0646
Buildings
Martha Winter 953-2009
Outreach
Jan Williams 690-8480
Finance
Martha Heiner 973-224-7045
Stewardship
Jenny Phillips 630-0807
Christian Education/Youth Ministry
Alias Larner 766-1218
Communications/Evangelisim
Dan Spindler 973-267-6127
Fellowship
Anne Post 766-6621
Membership
Patti Pierson 766-7629
Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus
Jim Martucci 604-2256
Recording Treasurer
Doug Post 766-6621
Sunday School Director
John Lyga 766-5880
J2A Activities Coordinator
Jackie Taylor 221-0378
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Strengthening Our Christian Community
One of the goals we have established in our Way of St Paul task force is to strengthen our community ties at
St Marks. We know we have a loving group of people in our church community.
But, it hardly comes as news to you that we all lead busy lives. And, it is easy to fall away and not prioritize
our church attendance or participation.
Thus, we are working on some programs with which we can get involved during the first quarter of 2016.
The first one is a program in which we share our parenting wisdom based on experience with other parents.
I think we all do this naturally in our daily lives as parents. We seek advice and counsel from other parents.
We are inaugurating a slightly more formal setting in which we can share as Christian parents what has
worked and not worked in our experience.
Our first topic is how to develop parenting guidance with the onslaught of social media. We look forward to
seeing you there on January 29th in the parish hall. Bring a friend!
The second program is a Lenten scavenger hunt held over four weeks during Lent. It begins on February
21st and lasts until the Lenten Brunch day of March 13th. Each week, we will have some short questions
pertaining to St Marks. There are 3 levels of difficulty and of course, you can work with your child! Or, you
can do it on your own! Either way, we will have a small prize for participating (pack of gum ,etc.) and a lot of
fun seeing who can answer all the questions correctly!
I have been working with Carole Pasquale and Doug Post developing these question topics. I have learned
a lot about St Marks and developed a new perspective about our church community with renewed respect
for our founding families. Come and share this program with us and see what I mean!
And, lastly, SHARING is a word that comes to my mind when I contemplate Christian community. In the
book of Acts, the early disciples and members of the church all shared their property and their meals. They
lived in harmony together loving each other.
We last spoke of sharing as a part of our stewardship campaign. That subject dealt with sharing your treasure as it comes from God. Another very important part of sharing in the Christian community is sharing our
lives.
Church should not be a place just to drop in and visit. A church is a community of people who support each
other with encouragement and love. We share our ups and downs with each. We hold each other in respect. We understand we are all sinners but we look beyond that. And, most of all, we share our
time........we come regularly, we talk with each other, we catch up on major events and trials and tribulations.
I invite you in 2016 to come and share in our Christian community here in St Marks in a deeper way.
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February
Birthdays
2/1
2/3
2/4
2/6
2/7
2/8
2/9
2/10
2/11
2/12
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/16
2/17
2/18
2/19
2/20
2/21
2/24

Almon Lee
Nancy Brangaccio
Alexander Trucco
Hakan Leblebicioglu
Blanca Ibanez
Jeff Raunec
Christopher Walker
Ryan Gogerty
Jeff Rosenblum
Amy Rosenblum
Christian Luongo
Dorothy Freeman
Caleb Larner
Jacob Sockolof
Kaitlin Solon
Bill Ross
Betsy Spindler
Matthew Trucco
Ron Buesser
Spencer DeFeo
Steve Omick
David Aul
Alice Lapier
Gillian Begg
Jaime Lunny
Paul Saccone
Lorri Layton
Diane Salvatori
Theresa Wojnar
Bernie Jewson
Bill Wilkes

Don Pasquale
Directed by Jaime Baer Peterson, Don Pasquale is the story of a frustrated old bachelor trying to secure an heir for his wealth. Pasquale is
forced to disown his only nephew Ernesto when he refuses to marry the
girl Pasquale has chosen. Ernesto loves a young vivacious Norina, who
is not of the noble class, and Pasquale will not recognize her as an acceptable niece-in-law. Pasquale decides to find a wife for himself, and
asks his doctor to seek a bride for him. Chaos and comedy ensue when
Norina tricks her way into marrying Pasquale.Enjoy this classic opera
with the full, gorgeous sound of Central Jersey Symphony Orchestra led
by Michael Avagliano. Don Pasquale will be presented in English. Starring David Murray as Don Pasquale, Matt Ciuffitelli as Dr. Maletesta,
Samantha Dango as Norina, Alex Corson as Ernesto, Anthony Alberti as
the Notary, and Susanna Su as the Maid.
March 11th & 12th 2016 at 8 PM—St Mark’s Episcopal Church, 140 South
Finley Avenue, Basking Ridge
Tickets $30, $35 and $40 Reserved Seating available at www.LONJ.org

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS

Anniversaries
2/13
2/21

Frank & Doriann Sanchez
Nick & Adelene Sant Foster
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HAPPENINGS AT ST. MARK’S
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TENTH NIGHT OF HOPE & DREAMS

To support Bryan’s Dream Foundation and children with brain tumors
On Friday, March 4, 2016, Bryan’s Dream Foundation will hold its 10th benefit auction, A Night of Hope and Dreams,
at The Forest Lodge in Warren, New Jersey. We hope you will join us to commemorate this benchmark, while helping
children with brain tumors in the process!
Ten years is a special milestone, and we are proud to say that since Bryan’s Dream was established, we have raised
$1.3 million and distributed over $900,000 in support to children and their families through our Financial Assistance
Program, Holiday Giving Program and funding of a camp session at Camp Sunshine for children with brain tumors and
their families. With your help we’ve touched the lives of thousands of children battling brain tumors, and other pediatric
cancers.
We are fortunate to have a very special and inspirational guest speaker this year, Lexie Williams, an 18 year old
Pediatric Brain Tumor Survivor and attendee of the BDF/Teva sponsored camp session at Camp Sunshine.
Tickets are available through our website http://bryansdream.org/ourevents/2016-night-of-hope-dreams-2-2/
If you are able to donate an auction item or volunteer to help us out with the event please contact:
Becca Moussally (becca2875@yahoo.com or 203-209-2835) or
Nancy Opremcak (nancy.c.opremcak@accenture.com or 908-693-0649)
We hope to see you there and that you will join us in making a difference in the lives of these children!
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ST. MARK’S SPRING 2016 RUMMAGE SALE
APRIL 22nd and 23rd, 2016
SAVE THE DATES
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
GIVE OF YOUR TIME
SET UP:
SORT:
DONATIONS:
BAKE SALE:
SALE:
CLEAN UP:

Saturday, April 16th at 9:30 AM
Sunday, April 17th – Thursday, April 21st
Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM - Wednesday, April 20th 6:00PM

Baked good delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM
Friday, April 22nd ( 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
Saturday, April 23rd (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
Saturday, April 23rd – 2:30 PM

This is the first important fund raiser of the year for the church. We need significant
donations of your unwanted and/or un-used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell
your friends and family of the opportunity to donate their unwanted goods to St. Mark’s
Rummage Sale.
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept:
Mattresses or box springs
Electronic equipment over 5 years old.
Baby equipment over 5 years old that are not to safety codes and No cribs
Sporting equipment over 5 years old- No exercise equipment
Analog TV, VHS Tapes or Cassettes
Books – only current novels, historical or children’s books. No text books, travel guides, manual.
Shoes – only in good condition. No worn out sneakers, please.
No gas operated machinery
No entertainment cabinets that were built for the old TVs
A Favor Please:
Toys - bundle parts together
Men’s suits, jackets and Linens – mark size

Please look for the sign up sheet and give of your time generously to make this another
successful fund raiser for the church. We look forward to working with you and sharing
in the fellowship.
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer
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February 2016
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Sun

Mon

1

7

8am Rite I
10am Rite II

8

Tue

2

Holly Manor,
10:45am

9

Shrove Pancake Supper

Wed

Thu

3

4

Keansburg Soup
Kitchen

Ridge Oak,
10am

10

Chapel @ 9am

Ash
Wednesday
Ashes to Go

Fri

Sat

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

Chapel @ 9am
Fellowship
Village @ 11am
Church @7pm

14

8am Rite I
10am Rite II

15

16

17

Chapel @ 9am
Keansburg Soup
Kitchen

21

22

28

29

8am Rite I
10am Rite II

8am Rite I
10am Rite II

23

24

Chapel @ 9am
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