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Then I saw "a
new heaven and
a new earth," for
the first heaven
and the first
earth had passed
away.
Revelation 21:1

There was this fellow named John who had a vision. His vision was that the
resurrection was like a ripple that went out from the center, and where
everything that this ripple touched became not just “alive again,” but “new.” His
vision of resurrection was that it began in one tomb, with one guy, until
eventually he saw a day when all things were new.
Earth was new. Heaven was new. Jerusalem was new. The cosmos was new.
Resurrection had spread like some sort of virus, and this new epidemic was
wiping out every form of darkness, every form of sickness, every form of
cruelty, every form of falsehood, and every instance of death. And where
Resurrection had left nothing in its wake except beauty, and holiness, and
wonder, and truth.
And love. And life.
This guy named John ended up writing his vision down. It’s called “The
Revealing.” Or, more commonly, “The Book of Revelation.”
It can be a confusing book, with some pretty frightening imagery, but it’s
literally a dreamscape, where things don’t make sense until you wake up and
are able to piece it back together again. And, when it’s all said and done, it’s
essentially an invitation to join in on the movement of resurrection. To not only
look backwards at Jesus’ resurrection, but to also see ourselves as
participants in the resurrection—as people who are able to made new along
with heaven and earth.
And, of course, it’s also an invitation to be a partner in this new movement. To
be part of this force which casts out hatred, darkness, and brokenness through
acts of worship, mercy, love, and grace. – Fr. Rick
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This Easter, be a part of this movement. Endeavor to make your faith an
integral part of your daily life. On April 22nd come as we have a
conversation with Donna Devlin, the Director of Christian Education and
Formation for Children's Ministries at the Cathedral Church of St. John
the Divine in NYC, on the topic of bringing faith home.

- Vision St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the
hungry, care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts,
learning, fellowship, and to worship and pray at God's Altar in the Eucharist.
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Deacon Ann: One of the things I love about serving at St Mark’s is all of the
different experiences: Rite I, Rite II, and Dinner Church. I enjoy the quiet
Easter is a 50 day season, beginning (obviously) on Easter Day, and continuing
until the Day of Pentecost. The resurrection is the central event in the story of
Jesus, and the center point of all Christian theology and spirituality. The whole
season is meant to be a celebration of that event 2,000 years ago, but also a
reminder that the effects of resurrection are still very much among us.
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It’s not just that the resurrection happened. It’s that it’s still happening.
Two great questions to ponder this Easter Season:

1. How is resurrection manifest in my life? Where are the places where I
was once broken/ beaten down/ loss where I am now alive/ healed/ at
peace?
2. How am I helping make resurrection manifest in the world? Where am I
involved in restoring was torn down, lifting up what was cast down,
bringing life to what was once dead? It’s not enough for God to be an
agent of resurrection - God expects us to join him in bringing love and
light and hope to a world that is so often caught up in hate and darkness
and despair.
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April 3
The Resurrected Christ meets the disciples in
the upper room, but Thomas misses the
meeting. And then he has a hard time believing.
Come hear what this has to do with faith.
April 17
We get a glimpse inside the heavenly worship
service in Revelation 7:9-17. This glimpse gives
us ample opportunity to think about what we do
in worship.
April 24
On this Sunday we’ll reach the conclusion of the
Book of Revelation, where the “new heaven and
a new earth” are finally revealed, and all of
creation is resurrected.

The Rev. Ann Urinoski serves at the
Altar at General Seminary with the
Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry.

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Beside our weekly Children's Chapel Service and classroom
lessons our children have been busy getting ready for our first ever
Children's Garden at the Ross Farm. The older children helped
build a lighting system for us to be able to get a jump start on the
gardening season by starting our seedlings indoors. The entire
Sunday School gathered together to get our gardening tubes filled
with soil. We will be planting and harvesting a collection of tasty
different string beans this year (yellow, green, purple, Italian,
French, regular) and use this experience to also talk about people
diversity. Along the way we expect to be providing the food bank
with a bumper crop of super good string beans. Stay tuned!
We are also planning on completing our Homeless Survival Boxes
during the month of April. Many thanks for all the donations. We
still could use some washcloths, men's and women's razors,
shaving cream or soap (small containers).

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS
Last Month:
Another successful Pancake supper was run by the Rite 13 class.
This group filled 60 bags with weekend meals for needy children in
Somerset County. Thanks to all who sent in donations.
They also filled Easter eggs with candy for Sunday’s hunt!
The J2A and Rite 13 groups had fun at the Bounce Factory playing
laser tag. Fr. Rick was a fierce competitor!
The YACs are supporting African Team Ministries with a jewelry
and craft sale. Donations are also welcome for Irrigation Kits, $15
each, that allow families in Kenya to have enough water to grow the
food they need.
Next Month:
Looking to schedule some fun Lock-ins at church...

OUTREACH
ONE TON of Fresh Produce for Food Bank Families!
This is our month to celebrate Easter and the start of Spring. With the warm weather we are
enjoying, planning for God’s Giving Gardens is already well underway.
For newcomers to St. Mark’s, our two “giving” gardens were started last year, are tended by our
church volunteers, and have the sole mission of producing fresh vegetables and herbs for needy
families in our community to enjoy throughout the growing season. Our smaller plot in Bernardsville
produces food for a local Food Pantry. In our larger garden, here in Basking Ridge at the historic
Ross Farm at 135 North Maple Avenue, we grow food for the Somerset County Food Bank. Our
wonderful partners in this venture are the two Conover Episcopal Churches in Bernardsville,
Somerset County, and a private board renovating the Ross Farm called the Friends of BoudinotSouthard-Ross.
Last year, our combined gardens produced about 1000 lbs of fresh vegetables and herbs for food
bank families. This year, our target is a TON! Our Sunday School children are already involved,
starting seeds to plant at Boudinot soon. You DO NOT need to be a gardener to join in the
fun! Sign on as a volunteer and come enjoy fresh air and sunshine, and loads of fellowship!
If you’re shopping for your personal garden needs, please stop by Back to Nature (3055
Valley Road, Basking Ridge), one of our major donors, and pick up a packet of seeds or a
vegetable plant to donate to our gardens. Peace and Blessings, Jan Williams, Outreach Vestry

STEWARDSHIP

FELLOWSHIP

Spring is in the air and the glorious celebration
of Easter gives us hope, strengthens our faith,
and renews our energy. A sincere thank you to
those of you who pledge and share with St.
Mark’s financially, with time, and talent.
Last year a group of us from St. Mark’s and St.
Martin’s went to West Virginia for the
Appalachian Service Project (ASP). Jane
Nishimura and I worked together with three
others from St. Martin’s on our team, my son
Warren, on another. We spent the week
removing decaying insulation from under a
mobile home, replacing it with new. It was hard,
dirty work. However we were rewarded with
helping and getting to know Pearl and son Jack,
who were so appreciative. Their home will have
been warmer this winter. We bonded together
as a team, had a purpose and saw the face of
Jesus in them and each other. Nine of us are
going from St. Mark’s this year. When you give
to St. Mark’s you change lives. Thank you!

We’ve recently been talking, in our vestry
meeting, about what “fellowship” means to us. Is
it only a feeling we get at a party or special
event? Could it happen at a church yard cleanup or working at the community garden? How
about at the Food Bank or Keansburg? What
about the rummage sale, especially during the
week we sort and price? Well, we had some
definite thoughts that even though it might sneak
up on us, and surprise us with an extra hug or a
laugh, that fellowship happens all the time at St.
Mark’s. And do you know why? Even though we
might be working hard, fellowship is always a
part of the deal. We want you to join us in
fellowship at the Sunday services, and also we’d
love to have you join us at a coffee hour
afterward. If you’re attending at 8:00, why not try
a Forum meeting (with coffee!) or go out to
breakfast with the group? Meet your “pewmates”, find out the names of the family who’ve
been sitting behind you, have some coffee, tea
or juice, and maybe even a slice of cake. We’d
love to share fellowship with you.

Jenny Phillips, Stewardship Commission

Anne Post, Fellowship Commission

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
April 1
Cynthia Matthews
April 3
Scott Layton
Ryan Layton
April 5
Kit McLaughlan
Craig Kahle
Connie Smythe
April 8
Nicholas Coffin
April 10
John Wojnar
April 11
Katy Denechaud

April 13
Greg Begg
April 14
Molly Gilbert
River Luongo
Ripley Luongo
April 16
Bonnie Omick
April 17
Dawn Knill
April 19
Andrew Rose
April 20
Tyler Winter
April 22
Andrea Hooper

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS
Appalachian Service Project
(ASP)
There is still time to purchase
ASP stock. You’ll be helping fix
low-income homes in West
Virginia, making them warmer,
safer and drier. Come see
Jenny Phillips at Coffee Hour.
Spring Rummage Sale
4/22 - 4/23
Save the date and mark your
calendars and give us a helping
hand. Set up is April 16th at
9:30. Sorting will be from April
17th - April 21st from 8:30am 6:00pm. Sale dates April 22nd
and April 23rd from 9:00am 2:00pm. Clean up is April 23rd
at 2:00pm. Bake items are
accepted Thursday, Friday and
Saturday morning. Come
share in the fellowship.

April 24
Ginny Best
Blake Fletcher
Nancy Opremcak
April 25
Jeanne Wyatt
April 26
Madison Sinofsky
Theo Balavoine
April 28
Abby Larner
April 30
Bob Dauernheim
Patty Lunny

Keansburg for April 6th Meatloves Needed
We will be service lunch at
Keansburg the week after
Easter. If you would like to
make a meatloaf ahead of time
and freeze it, that would be
great. It can be stored in the
freezer in our Kitchen.
Morristown Soup Kitchen
March 30th
We will be serving lunch on the
last Wednesday this month at
the Morristown Soup
kitchen. We will need
volunteers to both prepare the
meal and serve the meal. Signup sheet is in the Link or
contact Kit McLaughlan,
kit.mclstmk@gmail.com
Sat. May 21 is Charter Day
Volunteers needed to help man
the St. Mark’s booth where we
will spray paint hair and
distribute other give-a-ways.
Contact Patti Pierson at
pmpierson@optonline.net for
additional info.

Anniversaries
April 11
Don & Daphne Kress
April 14
Oliver &
Ashley Balavoine
April 16
Bucky & Phoebe
Menter
April 23
Brian & Christine
Marston

Freedom House 5K
The third annual Freedom
House 5K Run & Walk will
take place on May 14th at
Spruce Run Recreation Area
in Clinton, NJ. Proceeds to
benefit men and women
residents of Freedom
House. Email
events@freedomhousenj.org
for more information.
Washu - Kung Fu & Tai Chi
Classes @ St. Mark’s
Washu - Tuesday & Thursday
6pm for ages 4 - 7. 7pm for
ages 8 - adult.
Tai Chi - Tuesday & Thursday
8pm for adults only.
Register for a free trial class 973-887-3888 or
wushukungfu@me.com. www
.WushuNJ.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We are looking for people who would like to learn how to ring bells and join our fun group of
ringers. If you ever thought you might like to try it, now is the time. The only requirements are that
you are at least in the third grade and can count. We have an intergenerational bell group
composed of people who have not rung bells before joining our group. Our ages range from 8 yr. to
adult and you do not have to be able to read music.
Speak to me at coffee hour or send me an email at carolepasquale@gmail.com if you think you
might be interested. Carole Pasquale
Plant Sale to Benefit our Appalachian Service Project
It’s Spring! We have our spring flower, herb and veggie sale. All plants will be ready for Pick up on
Mother’s Day, May 8th. We’ve added new plants this year, baskets galore and annual flats each with
32 plants. Plant forms are in the link and online at our website.

Financial Peace Seminar
We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God's
ways of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group
activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you've dreamed
you could be. This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save
wisely, and much more!
April 17, 24 & May 1, 8, 15, 22 & June 5, 12, 19 at 7PM in the Heritage Room.
For more information see Jack Licata, Dave Taylor or stmarksbr.org/fpu
Run for the Roses Dinner Auction
Head for the starting gates! See Dawn Knill for your reserved seat for Run for the Roses. Our
dinner-auction fundraiser is on Saturday, April 30 at 6:30pm. Invite your friends for dinner, music,
and lots of fun. dkknill@hotmail.com, 908-303-7351

MONTHLY CALENDAR
WORSHIP:
8:00 AM Rite I (Sundays)
10:00 AM Rite II (Sundays)
10:45 AM Holy Manor Svc. (April 5)
10:00 AM Ridge Oak Svc. (April 7)
11:00 AM Fellowship Village Svc (April 14)
9:00 AM Chapel (Wednesdays)
MEETINGS:
Warden & Finance Meeting (April 11)
Vestry Meeting (April 18)
Financial Peace Seminar (April 17 & 24)
Keansburg Soup Kitchen (April 6 & 20)
Rummage Sale (April 22 & 23)
Run For the Roses (April 30)

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS

WARDEN’S CORNER
A brief report on our Diocesan Convention held on March 4th and 5th. It was a privilege to hear
Bishop Michael Curry. He is a very dynamic and animated speaker. He spoke passionately and
eloquently on the Jesus Movement. It is inspiring and moving, and I encourage all to learn
more. Bishop Chip Stokes, is very commanding. He is making tough decisions for our diocese,
including encouraging small and underperforming churches to move to mission status, which will
enable them to get other assistance to ensure the overall health of our community of churches and
missions. They are then eligible for other assistance, which will give them time to adjust and be
stable. Other attendees were Deacon Ann and Jim Lunny.
On behalf of the vestry we welcome all guests. family and friends at our Easter Services and
celebrations with a coffee hour that we will host! hope to see you all.
Mary Urbas
msurbas@aol.com 908.630-9012

FINANCE REPORT
Pledges

Actual

Budget

48,217

54,888

All Other Donations

23,196

24,502

Operating Income

71,413

79,390

Operating Expenses

73,536

75,587

Net Operating Income

($ 2,123)

$3,803

Finance Summary:
 Operating Income of $71,413 with an expected budget of $79,390 short by ($7,977)
 Operating Expenses of $73,536 against budget of $75,587 - within budget by (2,051)
 Net Operating Income shortfall from budget expectation ($5,926)
Martha Heiner, Finance “Here’s my heart, O take and seal it.” (Hymn 686)

2016 VESTRY
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley
Senior Warden: Mary Urbas
Junior Warden: Chip Hughes
Grounds: Norm Graff
Buildings: Martha Winter
Outreach: Jan Williams
Finance: Martha Heiner
Stewardship: Jenny Williams
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler

Fellowship: Anne Post
Membership: Patti Pierson
Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus: Jim Martucci
Treasurer: Teri Passarello
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post
Sunday School Director: John Lyga
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor

