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I’m guessing that there’s one question that I’m going to be fielding over
and over again for the next few weeks: How was sabbatical?
So, let me pre-empt those conversations by saying that sabbatical was
wonderful. Truly.
I’m so grateful to the wardens, and the vestry, the staff, and the many
volunteers who keep St. Mark’s moving forward and for allowing me to take
this time. Everyone has ensured that I be given the opportunity to be
completely “checked out,” and to be able to come back with the fresh eyes
and spirit that sabbaticals can offer.
I’m also incredibly grateful to The Rev. Ann Urinoski for her work and
dedication this summer, and the past year. While I’ve been “checked out,” the
one thing I do hear consistently from people I run into is that Ann has been more than great, and that
we are all really, really going to miss her in September.
Perhaps, especially me.
So, what did I do with my time? Well, I spent a month residing at General Seminary in New York
City, spending my time exploring the city and using the urban landscape as a background for some
reading and writing. For most of July and August I’ve been at my mom’s house in south Jersey,
continuing my reading and writing. I’ve walked a lot, read a lot, thought a lot, prayed a lot, and have
written down some things that have been on my heart for a long time.
Being in both places has given me the opportunity to explore different churches. I’ve been to
incense-filled churches with high soaring stone vault ceilings, and evangelical churches with worship
bands rocking the rafters. I’ve found some things that excited me, and that I’d like to explore at St.
Mark’s. And I’ve experienced some things that made me pine for how we do things at St. Mark’s!
I’ve read twenty-five books. Now, some were bigger than others, and some were better than
others. But, I can tell you that in the next few months and years you’re going to be hearing a lot about
Peter Rollins, Kester Brewin, Neurotheology, quantum physics, and the church in the early centuries
of the Roman Empire. After nearly fifteen years of ordained ministry, I felt like I had nearly hit the
bottom of the barrel of stories and inspiration. These three months and twenty-five books have done
their part to fill that barrel back up a little bit.
I’ve also written about 30,000 words of a project that I’m calling “Abandon Hope.” It’s an
exploration of the biblical story of the Babylonian captivity and the whole notion of hope, which I think
has gotten a little stale and a little shallow. I’ve begun a conversation with a British publisher, and who
knows what will happen? I will be sharing my thoughts and writings in the forum this fall, for anyone
who is interested.
On September 25th, between the services, I’d like to present to you something that has gotten me
thinking an awful lot. It has to do with how we conceive of God, and how some of those conceptions
of God may propel us forward and some may hold us back. It’s especially made me think of our
children’s and youth ministries. I know that sounds very mysterious… But, perhaps it will encourage
you to join me!
I have to warn you… I’m a little en fuego. I’m rested and content, but I’m also very much looking
forward to coming back this fall and putting some flesh and bones on some of the things that have
inspired me and caused me to think bigger and bolder.
I am grateful beyond words for this summer, and I’m grateful beyond words that I get to return to
my St. Mark’s family this fall.
See you soon, Rick
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perceive all the
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The long green season after Pentecost is still going, but the lazy
days of summer are giving way to a new school year and all the
non-academic activities along with it! The green on the altar has us
thinking about all the ways we've grown, since we were winding up
this time last year.
Signs of growth are all around us, and we should take time to
celebrate and to contemplate their beauty! On Friday, September
9, our guest speaker the Rev. Donna Devlin will join us to talk
about how to talk about faith while growing up. On Sunday,
September 11, the Sunday after the public schools start, we'll be
worshipping in the midst of all the growth of our community garden
at Ross Farm!
If all this talk about growth starts to make you think about what
you've outgrown as your grow towards who Christ is calling you to
be, we'll be accepting donations for the rummage sale September
11-14, and the sale will be open to the public September 16-17!

SERMONS & READINGS
September 4 - Labor Day weekend.
Rick’s Sunday back. We’ll be exploring
one of the shortest books in the Bible,
Philemon, and how God calls us to
radically reorient our relationships.
September 11 - The Church picnic. We’ll
be joining together with St. John on the
Mountain, and Rick will be preaching on
being right.
September 18 - Fr. Frank Hubbard will
be with us, as Rick will be in Vermont
with several St. Mark’s families as we
celebrate the wedding of Callie Coffin.
September 25 - Between the services,
Rick will be presenting on something
that has gotten him thinking about how
we conceive of God, and how some of
those conceptions propel us forward,
and others hold us back.

SEPTEMBER SONG SPECTACULAR
September Song is going to be very different this year. We
will be having a show featuring St. Mark’s talent mixed in
with some LONJ folks and other guest artists including a
professional comedian and Broadway stars. Our own Lois
Buesser will be as extravagant as ever and we will
undoubtedly be hearing from our regular St. Mark’s bell
choirs and members of our Adult Choir. Dawn and Chuck
Knill will be organizing a fellowship dinner beforehand to
start it all off. Guests are more than welcome! This is not
only to be a St. Mark’s event but can include everyone you
know, so invite lots of friends. It will be full of fellowship
and fun for all ages and will including free babysitting.
In case you are not familiar, “September Song” is a 21year old St. Mark’s tradition designed specifically to raise
money to pay for the four extra singers who lead and give
strength our St. Mark’s adult choir. Lauran and Bill Corson
have engineered this show based on their strong passion
for good church music that is so much a part of our weekly
worship. It is our hope that you will become a patron of the
show and also attend this wonderful event. Mark your
calendar for Saturday Oct 1, 2016 (yes we know it’s not
actually in September but you get the idea!) Fellowship,
family fun, music and laughs!

A CALL TO ACTION:
September is filled with a rush of new activity as school and program years are starting up again. As we
continue in the long, green, Season After Pentecost let us work together to keep our focus on heavenly
treasures and strive to stay grounded as we embrace all of the ways that this time of year invites us all to
grow in new ways!

God’s Giving Gardens: The summer months are usually a time to ease back on work, put your
feet up and relax with a glass of lemonade! Not at our giving gardens in Bernardsville and at the
Ross Farm in Basking Ridge – although we do have lemonade! Our garden work is underway
throughout the Spring and through much of the Fall. This year, starting in March, we built 6 new
garden beds and a carrot trough.

Brought our Sunday School kids out to plant our new “children’s garden”. Held a fundraiser with
much help from Back To Nature garden center here in Basking Ridge to get almost all of our seed
packets and seedlings donated…Prepped and planted, weeded and harvested…….

All for the benefit of the Somerset County Food Bank and the Food Pantry in Bernardsville,
where we have already delivered close to 500 lbs. of fresh produce!
St Mark’s weeks for the remainder of the season: Sept 10 – 16, Oct 1 -7, and Oct 22 – 28.
Watch for work session announcements and come and join us. This is a super place for teens to
get community service hours!
Jan Williams (rjwillia@verizon.net), Outreach Vestry

HOW TO GET INVOLVED:
September Saturday Mornings in Somerville: Please come and join Jackie Taylor from 9-noon
each Saturday to help distribute nonperishable food and our fresh produce to Somerset County
Food Bank families in the Somerville area. Again, great community service for teens!

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS
Last Month:
The teens have been busy this summer with church
and community support: teaching Sunday School,
working at the Ross Garden, helping with the shed
and landscaping at church, as well as serving at the
Soup Kitchen.

Next Month:
YOUTH GROUP meetings (teens entering grades 712) begin Sept. 18th at 9am - please mark your
calendars. The groupings and classes remain the
same as last year. Newcomers please reach out to
Jackie at djjataylor@aol.com.

APPALACIAN SERVICE PROJECT:
Check out the 2016 ASP video:
https://vimeo.com/annkathryne/stmarksbrasp2016

STEWARDSHIP

FELLOWSHIP

A group of us have taken our kids to college this
past week or so and we’ve been rushing around
to the stores, making sure they have all they
need. Love is the driving force to get them
ready for their next adventure.

Sunday, September 11, will be our annual
outdoor service (10:00) and picnic at the Ross
Farm, on North Maple Avenue in Basking Ridge.
Please bring lawn chairs to suit your family, and
a salad, side dish or dessert to share.

Back at St. Mark’s we are preparing to have our
Stewardship Campaign starting in
October. Stewardship gives us this wonderful
place to welcome all to worship God, to learn
from the scriptures and it helps to keep St.
Mark’s running. Again it is love that is the vital
force which brings our goals to fruition.

The Fellowship Commission will supply
hamburgers and hot dogs to grill, water bottles
and box drinks. Teens, this is a golden
opportunity to volunteer to help. We will need
adult assistance too. Please bring your family
and join us for this fun and enriching service.
Anne Post annesandrapost@gmail.com

Thank you for the love you show by keeping
your pledges up-to-date and for being open to
caring for St. Mark’s.
If you would like to help with our Stewardship
Campaign please contact Jenny Phillips
jrpw26@gmail.com 908-451-9638

BIRTHDAYS
9/1
Melissa Fletcher
Rob Pierson
9/2
Jeffrey Hooper
9/3
Connie Rose
9/4
Rachel Post
9/5
Lauren Walker
9/6
Yeta Eweka
Andrew Walker
9/7
Doriann Sanchez
9/8
Marliese Knill
Doug Marston
9/9
Teri Passarello
9/14
Glenn West
Spenser Thoma
9/15
Bill Ross
9/16
George Helmke
9/17
Ann Lee
9/18
Linda Aul
9/19
Elaine Jones

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS
Building Faith Practices
at Home
September 9th
Join us for a Practical
Workshop for Parents &
Grandparents! Donna Devlin,
Director of Christian Ed &
Children’s Ministries at St. John
the Devine will be our guest
speaker. Childcare provided.

September Food Bank
Saturdays in Somerville
If you are available on a
Saturday morning in September
to help pass out food to Food
Bank clients, please contact
Jackie Taylor,
djjataylor@aol.com

9/20

9/21

9/23
9/24

9/28
9/29

Martha Heiner
Anju Ittycheria
Caroline Mooney
Jason Denechaud
Joe Layton
Brenda Mandeen
Stuart Pasquale
Laurie Lupo
Jonathan Lupo
Paul Wittig
Lea O’Shea
Bridget Nishimura
Matthew McDonnell

ANNIVERSARIES
9/1
9/7
9/8
9/9
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/18
9/20
9/22
9/26

Keansburg Soup
Kitchen
We will be going down to
Keansburg for our Summer
Lunches on Sept 7th. Look for
the link to our “needs list” in the
Little Weekly

St. Mark’s Huge SemiAnnual Rummage Sale
– Get Involved!!
St. Mark’s will hold its SemiAnnual Rummage Sale from
9am to 2pm Friday, September
16th and Saturday, September
17th. A “Bag Sale”, (you fill a
large black plastic bag with
clothing items and pay one set
price), will begin at 1pm,
September 17th, all other items
will be half-price.

Rob & Nancy Brangaccio
Christian & Colleen Luongo
Ken & Jennifer Solon
Martin & Louise Hale
Douglas & Laura Hubert
Robert & Patricia Pierson
Noyoze & Yeta Eweka
Tim & Lisa Keenan
Bill & Annabelle Wilmer
Jim & Michelle Martucci
Bill & Marylea Schmidt
Gerald & Lesley McDonnell
Jim & Therese Nishimura

Annual Outdoor
Service & Picnic,
September 11th
The parishioners of St. John
on the Mountain will join us at
10am at The Ross Farm.
Please bring a chair and a
salad or dessert to share.

smARTS
Look for info soon on our
smARTS program which is
planned to start up again on
September 14th!

WARDEN’S CORNER
In last month’s Warden’s Corner, Mary talked about the capital campaign we are considering. As
she mentioned, there are many needs and proposals to consider, certainly far more than we can
hope to address through the campaign, so the Vestry will have to make some hard choices.
I want to let you know that I have been very impressed with the diligence and seriousness with
which the Vestry, like the committee members who developed the proposals, have approached this
task. The Vestry has already spent many hours on this.
No decisions have been made yet, but there are a few things we can say with confidence:
1. Our deferred maintenance requirements alone, apart from any other needs or desires, are
probably large enough to require a capital campaign.
2. The Vestry is considering effective and efficient approaches to gain parish input on choices
and priorities—expect more discussion before any campaign is launched
3. The Vestry is committed to being as clear as possible about how any money raised will be
spent before we ask anyone to pledge to the campaign
4. Barring true emergencies, we won’t spend the money based on pledges—we’ll wait until we
actually collect the money.
As Mary mentioned last month, any and all input is welcome.
--Chip Hughes, Junior Warden—chiphughes1031@gmail.com; 908-642-6706

2016 VESTRY
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley
Senior Warden: Mary Urbas
Junior Warden: Chip Hughes
Grounds: Norm Graff
Buildings: Martha Winter
Outreach: Jan Williams
Finance: Martha Heiner
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler

MONTHLY CALENDAR
WORSHIP:
8am
10am
9am
Sept 1st
Sept 6th
Sept 8th

Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Wednesdays in the Chapel
Ridge Oak Service, 10am
Holly Manor, 10:45am
Fellowship Village, 11am

MEETINGS:
Sept 12th Finance & Wardens
Sept 19th Vestry Meeting

Fellowship: Anne Post
Membership: Patti Pierson
Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus: Jim Martucci
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post
Sunday School Director: John Lyga
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS

Way of St. Paul
It has been a year now since our committee began meeting with the diocese and other participating
parishes concerning the growth of our churches in NJ. I would like to briefly cover what we have
learned and are doing in the near future. I also would like to reach out and ask for comments. This
initiative while led by committee for the moment, must eventually become a process supported by our
parish.
The Way of St. Paul began with some presentations by consultants who have been leading and
assisting other liturgical churches. It won’t come as a surprise to you that many churches are suffering
from low attendance and growth. We covered a lot of this in our meetings this spring and I won’t bore
you with those details again.
The question is what we should do. I attended the diocesan meetings expecting a few programs to be
given to us to try. And, yet, that is not at all what has happened. We have been encouraged to stop and
consider who we are as a church and what are our community’s needs. Additionally, we have been led
to consider our own spiritual needs and growth. In other words, the question isn’t only whether we are
growing as a church in terms of population but also are we deepening our faith, both collectively and
individually, within our parish? Indeed, the consultants have helped us to see that this initiative should
be about “being and becoming” as well as “doing programs”. Their opinion is that real change only
occurs when we change along with our programs.
Well, now, I found this pretty squishy stuff at first but I have become much more comfortable with the
approach. And, I begin to see that this is indeed a process. We try things and we see what works. At
the same time, we consider how we can improve ourselves spiritually. Do we need to develop some
specific faith-based programs to help us grow individually? Do we understand the fundamentals of our
Christian faith.......maybe we need a review and a deeper discussion than we had at age 14 for
Confirmation. What can we do to support our families in building their faith at home? Most importantly,
I would say----have we, as a parish, asked God to help us?
With that background, I’d like to briefly tell you what we are going to try this coming year:
 First, we are going to have Dinner Church in the Hills during the fall once a month. We have
held Christmas Eve services there with good attendance.
 Next, we are going to focus on helping ourselves be more intentional about raising our children
in a faith-based home. And, what does that mean anyway? We have a Friday night event
planned for September 9th with Donna Devlin speaking and leading our discussion. Donna is
the Christian Education/Faith Formation minister at St John the Divine in Manhattan. Please
come if you are a parent, a grandparent, or a great-aunt or uncle! Sometimes, we forget how
influential we are in young children’s lives.
 I also expect this theme to continue throughout the year in other ways. Let us all focus on what
we can do to have a strong Christian home for our children and grandchildren. Further, how can
we be helpful to John Lyga and Jackie Taylor with our church programs?
 Next, we want to focus on some of our Christian fundamentals—for example, developing our
spiritual understanding of the Lord’s Prayer and the Nicene Creed. Father Rick will lead us in
this endeavor. Stay tuned for the timing.
 Lastly, we will have prayer cards with a lovely prayer Father Rick has written specifically for us
to use in church and at home. We will pray for our growth together this year. We are part of
Christ’s church and, as Mother Ann mentioned in her sermon recently, it is important to ask and
to persist in our prayers.
If you have any interest in being a part of our committee going forward, please talk to one of us.
Thank you!
Claudia Hughes, Jim Martucci, Martha Winter, Ann Millan, Dan Spindler, Rick Morley

KNEELERS
It has been my dream for many years for St.
Marks to have needlepoint kneelers. I first
addressed the possibility with Father Rozzelle
and the conclusion was that it would be
enormously expensive, but the dream did not
die. When Maryanne Moreck joined St. Marks
and I learned that she was a needlepoint
designer, I began to ask her on a regular basis
if she would consider designing kneelers for
us. She finally agreed to do that about a year
ago, and a project is now taking shape. By
early fall, she will be ready to show us what she
has been working on and we can begin to
inquire about parishioners who might be
interested in doing the needlepoint or learning
to do it. She has resources for the wool and
canvas, we have identified an upholster who
can make the kneelers, and Judy Hardardt, a
former parishioner, has offered frames for us to
use and I will underwrite the costs.
I asked her for her resume so that I could
include it with this article and I think you will be
amazed to read about her experiences and
accomplishments. It blew me away!
Resume for Maryanne:
I am a 1956 graduate of Cooper Union in
NYC. After graduation, I worked as an
Assistant Art director for an advertising agency
in Newark. I taught in the Elizabeth school
system for three happy years before two little
girls came into our lives.
I freelanced for the agency, created 'spot'
drawings for Gourmet Magazine, designed
greeting cards and raised girls. We moved to
Basking Ridge in 1967 and I joined a
neighborhood stitch bunch. The source of
stitching materials was Charlotte's Web in
Bernardsville, located in the grey house across
from Friendly's. I began painting designs on
canvas for needlepoint and designed some of
the first shaped dolls. Charlotte Astor and I

(and $3,000) opened a wholesale business we
called Astor Place. We took a small ad in
House and Garden Magazine and within 3
months we were knitting our designs, supplying
shops across the country, and had a small
staff.
In 1974, my husband, Tom, passed away. In
1975, Charlotte and her family moved to
Middlebury, Vt. I bought out her half of the
business and moved to Stirling where we
occupied the building on Main Ave. that is now
the Italian bakery! We were doing 8-10 trade
shows a year and were one of the first 20
members of The National Needlework
Association. We were selling nationwide,
overseas, and prominently featured in
magazines and catalogs. During this time, I
designed 3 First Lady dolls for Good
Housekeeping, designed numerous stitching
projects for Family Circle and designs for
Meredith Corporation (the craft division of
Better Homes and Gardens), and had featured
designs in many Needlework magazines. It
was a small but thriving business. In the early
90's I sold Astor Place to Needles and Hoops
and stayed on for 3 years as Art Director.
For the next 10 years, I freelanced designing
leaflets, books, and complete needlework
projects for major manufacturers. I translated
the “Precious Moments Collectibles” into
stitching projects. My work was prominently
displayed in Michael's, AC Moore, and Joanne's
Fabrics.
Maryanne also worked extensively for Leisure
Arts and many design leaflets are still available
on Amazon.
“I am honored to have the privilege of designing
these kneelers for St. Mark’s.”

-

Carole Pasquale

ST. MARK’S FALL 2016 RUMMAGE SALE: SEPT 16TH AND SEPT 17th
DONATIONS: Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM - Wednesday 6:00PM
BAKE SALE: Baked good delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM
SALE: Friday, Sept 16th ( 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
Saturday, Sept 17th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
CLEAN UP: Saturday, Sept 17th – 2:30 PM
This is an important fundraiser for the church. We need significant donations of your
unwanted and/or un-used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell your friends and family
of the opportunity to donate their unwanted goods to St. Mark’s Rummage Sale.
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept:
Mattresses or box springs
Electronic equipment over 5 years old
Baby equipment over 5 years old that are not to safety codes and No cribs
Sporting equipment over 5 years old- No exercise equipment
Analog TV, VHS Tapes or Cassettes
Books: only current novels, historical or children’s books. No text books, travel guides,
manual.
Shoes: only in good condition.
No gas operated machinery
No entertainment cabinets that were built for the old TVs
A Favor Please:
Toys: bundle parts together
Men’s suits, jackets and Linens – mark size
Please look for the sign-up sheet and give of your time generously to make this another
successful fund raiser for the church. We look forward to working with you and sharing in the
incredible fellowship.
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlan and Annabelle Wilmer

