
A NOTE FROM THE WARDENS ON STEWARDSHIP SEASON 
 
As you know, October kicks off “Stewardship Season” at St. Mark’s.  As usual, we will have 
several great talks about stewardship and what it means for each of us. 
This year, the Vestry is providing you with financial information to “chew on” as you discern 
the right approach to stewardship for you and your family.  To accomplish this, we have 
taken a first look at our 2017 Parish budget and the effect on our stewardship campaign. 
It turns out to be pretty simple, with three essential points: 

1. While our country doesn’t have a lot of inflation right now, we are expecting some 
of our costs to go up—for example, the maintenance of our rather elderly HVAC 
system and our health care costs.  What this means is that it will take a 2-3% 
increase in our pledge income to keep doing the things we do now.   

2. Several years ago, we all decided to stop depending on fundraisers for the annual 
budget (except for the Rummage Sale).  In 2016 we weren’t able to meet this 
goal—we budgeted for what became our spring fundraiser.  We would like to go 
back to budgeting without a fundraiser—doing this will require our pledge income to 
rise somewhere in the 4-5% range. 

3.  We are now 8 years past the financial crisis, and in some respects our Parish 
budget still isn’t back to normal.  Specifically, St. Mark’s needs a Sexton, and if you 
take a careful look at our facilities you can easily see what going without one has 
meant to our buildings and grounds.  Funding a part-time Sexton would require a 9-
10% increase in our pledge income. 

So, there you have it—2-3% to stand still, 4-5% to avoid a fundraiser, and 9-10% to hire a 
much-needed Sexton.  More may change between now and budget time, new priorities 
may emerge, and the Finance Commission and Vestry will need to make final decisions 
once we know the pledge income we have to work with, but this should be a good guide to 
our needs as you think through your pledge. 
 
Mary Urbas, Senior Warden; msurbas@gmail.com; 908-947-8474 
Chip Hughes, Junior Warden, chiphughes1031@gmail.com; 908-642-6706 

 

A CALL TO ACTION: 
We’ve planned three Dinner+Church’s this fall, at the Indoor Pavilion at Harry Dunham Park, 
in an effort to reach the wider community. Come! And, invite a friend. Help us reach those 

who are looking for something more in life, and a deeper connection to God. 
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October 2 - St. Francis Day, and at 10AM, the 
blessing of the animals!  

 
October 9 - The healing of the ten lepers, 
where only one came back with gratitude.  

 
October 16 - The persistent widow. A great 
day to talk about prayer, a persistent faith… 
and stewardship! 

 
October 23 - Recovery Sunday! 
 
October 30 – The Prophet Habbakuk asks 
how God can allow horrible things to go on 
in the world. Which… is a good question, 

right? 

Biblical Quote 
 

Jesus, 
Master, 
have 
mercy on 
us. 
Luke 17:13 

 

WORSHIP Q&A with Deacon Ann  Fr. Rick: In worship, I think we try and create a space where through the prayers, readings, sermon, music, and Holy Communion, people can experience the Presence of God. A space where if they are having a hard time, they can be lifted up. Where if they are filled with anxiety and tiredness from 
ABOUT THE SEASON 

where I was once broken/ beaten down/ loss where I am now alive/ 
healed/ at peace? 

2. How am I helping make resurrection manifest in the world? Where 
am I involved in restoring was torn down, lifting up what was cast 
down, bringing life to what was once dead? It’s not enough for 
God to be an agent of resurrection - God expects us to join him in 
bringing love and light and hope to a world that is so often caught 
up in hate and darkness and despair. 

 

the busyness of life, they can find some peace. Where if they are grateful and feeling blessed, they can offer their gratitude and praise to God. Where if they are yearning to be closer to God, they can find the strength and wisdom to take that next step.  For you, does our worship at St. Mark’s help you in those regards? Does it lift you up? Do you find peace? Is it a place where you can adequately praise? Do you find strength and wisdom?  Briefly explain. 
ABOUT THE SEASON 
Deacon Ann: One of the things I love about serving at St Mark’s is all of the 
different experiences: Rite I, Rite II, and Dinner Church. I enjoy the quiet  
 
On October 9th at 9am in the parish hall, come join us for a 
fascinating discussion on Astrophysics & Faith. Martin Rees is 
Royal Society Research Professor at Cambridge University 
and holds the title Astronomer Royal. A man at the very top of 
his field, he wrote a quite accessible book called "Just Six 
Numbers: The Deep Forces That Shape the Universe."  
 
On October 9th, Fr. Rick will walk us through the book, the six 
numbers, and what is sometimes called the science of "fine 
tuning." These six numbers are so precise, that should any of 
them vary by even a little bit, the universe as we know it would 
not exist - and neither would we. The incredible precision of the 
science of fine tuning presents an opportunity for theologians 
and people of faith to marvel at creation, and wonder about a 
Creator who is very much in the details. 

SERMONS & READINGS 
 

 



As fall activities start up again, this is a reminder to all.   There is no fire suppression system in our 
buildings, but instead each room and hallway has a self closing door which is required to be kept 
closed as a fire prevention method.  The Buildings Commission has installed bungees to hold doors 
open when it is necessary for a particular function.  This method does not ruin the hinge. If you need 
to hold a door open and there is not a bungee for that purpose, please speak to our Buildings chair 
to have one installed.  Please do not use a chock to hold a door open as it will ruin the very 
expensive hinge. 
 

This fall we are using a new curriculum called DIG IN with all teaching material available on line and 
set up to make it easy for teachers. If we can get enough teachers to sign up we would like to have 
three classes; age 3-6; grade 1-4; and grade 5-6. Teacher sign up is available on line or on the sign- 
up sheet in the Link at Church. 
 
John Lyga will be working with the 5-6th graders who will be starting their mural on Oct 16.  Every 
other year the older group creates a mural on the wall of the Gogerty room. This will be our 4th 
mural. If you have not seen the wall, stop by sometime and check it out. 
 
Our Sunday School starts each week with a Children's Service in the Chapel followed by Sunday 
school lessons in the classroom. The chapel service is led by the children, from lighting candles to 
leading the service to singing hymns. Marilyn Lyga plays the piano each week. The children are 
learning several hymns that they will be singing in the main church during November and December. 
We welcome any and all interested parishioners to come and visit the chapel service or Sunday 
school classes. 
 
Please consider signing up to teach a class or three. 
John & Alisa 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

 



 

October came around fast, and with it comes 
our annual Stewardship Pledge Campaign!  Our 
Kickoff Sunday is October 16 rounding up with 
a Victory Celebration on December 4th.  The 
theme this year is “Giving with Love and Joy”.  
We’ll be having a special coffee hour on 
October 16 with delicious soups and breads to 
warm our hearts. 
Look out for some speakers from our 
congregation to give their views of Stewardship, 
and what St. Mark’s means to them, over the 
next few weeks.   
Your pledge is important.  Each year we must 
balance the budget, and it’s always a challenge; 
every dollar counts and how you give dictates 
what we can do to keep St. Mark’s, and it’s 
ministries, going.   
We truly live in a wonderful area, and God has 
blessed us with abundance.  Let us come from 
that feeling of abundance, giving with love and 
joy a portion of what God has given us.  As 
always, thank you so much for your generosity, 
YOU make the difference.  Jenny Phillips 

Is it fall already? St. Mark’s September picnic at 
the Ross Farm was a wonderful kick-off for the 
beauty and bounty of fall. We celebrated with 
our friends from St John on the Mountain, and 
there were plenty of burgers, hot dogs, salads 
and desserts to fill us all up. The garden made 
a lovely backdrop, with sunflowers massed, and 
veggies ready to harvest. Thank you to 
everyone who came, helped set up, take down, 
carry, and cook, and especially to John Lyga 
who brought his grills, his water balloons and 
giant slingshot for launching, and his 
enthusiasm. He always makes everything look 
so easy. And it’s always fun. 
 
One final note to all of the parishioners who 
(usually) attend the 10:00 service. We would 
love to include you all in the “coffee hour” 
hosting list. Please see me after the service to 
find out what’s involved.  

 
Anne Post, Fellowship Commission 
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Keansburg Soup 
Kitchen 
 
We will be going down to 
Keansburg continuing with our  
Summer Lunches on October 
5th.  Look for the link to our 
“needs list” in the Little Weekly 
 
 

The Sunday Forum 
October 2nd - Abandon Hope. 
Fr. Rick will be talking about 
and sharing the book he wrote 
this summer. 
October 9 - Youth and Adults 
all in the Parish Hall for "The 
Astrophysics of Faith," a 
discussion on Martin Rees 
book "Just Six Numbers." 
October 16 - Abandon Hope, 
continued. 
 

Birthdays 
10/2 Caitlyn Matthews 

 Evan Matthews 

10/3 Noelle Luongo 

10/4 Jason Wiatroski 

10/7 Gerry Acheson 

10/8 Jennifer Solon 

 Libby Denechaud 

 Alexander Sockolof 

10/9 Danielle Gogerty 

10/10 Ryan Morrell 

10/11 Bill Richardson 

10/13 Janet Williams 

10/14 Phoebe Menter 

 Anne Post 

10/15 Betsy Coffin 

 Molly Walsh 

 Elizabeth Walsh 

 

 St. Mark’s Women’s 
Group 
The Fall Gathering of the 
Women of St. Mark's will meet 
on Wednesday, October 5th 
at 6;30pm at Autumn Home of 
Lisa Keenan. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the 
Link or call Carol DeCoste, 
766-0408. Please bring an 
appetizer, casserole, salad or 
dessert.  A great time to 
reconnect after the summer! 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

10/17 Justin Lazo 

10/18 Ann Rosenblum 

Casiana Omick 

10/20 Yvonne Tipson 

10/21 Daniel Ittycheria 

 Elizabeth Ross 

10/22 Ella Hargy 

10/24 Ally Denechaud 

10/26 James Post 

10/28 Adelaida Conover 

10/30 Karen Morley 

 Paige Salmon 

10/31 Chip Hughes 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Anniversaries: 
10/2 Tom & Sharon Defeo 

10/5 Bernie & Meg Jewson 

10/7 Jeff & Martha Heiner 

10/11 Greg & Laura Begg 

 Bill & Adriane Walsh 

10/12 Chip & Claudia Hughes 

 Ben & Winny Hargy 

10/17 Bob & Dottie Dauernheim 

10/21 Gerald & Christina 

Creighton 

10/24 Jim & Carol DeCoste 
 

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS Dinner+Church 
 
The Way of St. Paul 
Committee has planned 
three Dinner+Churches at 
the Indoor Pavilion at 
Harry Dunham Park at 
5:30pm. The next one is 
Sunday November 6th 
. 
This is an intentional move to 
reach out to others in our 
community, and especially 
those in The Hills. We would 
LOVE it if you came to 
worship, and to represent St. 
Mark's, and we'd love it even 
more if you'd invite a friend 
or two to join us! 
 

 



  

 

WORSHIP: 
8am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
9am  Wednesdays in the Chapel 
Oct. 4th Holly Manor Service, 10:45am 
Oct. 6th  Ridge Oak Service, 10am 
   Blessing of the Animals 
Oct. 13th Fellowship Village, 11am 
 

 
MEETINGS: 
Oct. 10th  Finance & Wardens 
Oct. 18th Vestry Meeting 
 

MONTHLY CALENDAR LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 

 
This summer I read Fr. Richard Rohr's quite excellent and humbling book, Breathing Under Water: 
Spirituality and the Twelve Steps. It not necessarily a book for people in twelve step programs, as it 
is a book which shows that the twelve steps are a remarkable prism through which to see the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 
 
We are all addicted to something, whether it be alcohol, drugs, food, fear, or the need to be right. 
 
As Rohr says in the opening chapter of the book, "Letting go is not in anybody's program for 
happiness, and yet all mature spirituality, in one sense or another, is about letting go and 
unlearning... What the ego hates more than anything else in the world is to change - even when the 
present situation is not working or is horrible; instead we do more and more of what does not work, 
as many have rightly said about addicts, and I would say, about all of us... As the English poet W.H. 
Auden put in 'Apropos of Many Things': 'We would rather be ruined than change. We would rather 
die in our dread than climb the cross of the present and let our illusions die.'" 
 
But, when someone does climb that cross, and bravely makes that leap into the unknown, that 
becomes the place where resurrection isn't just studied, but the place where resurrection happens.  
 
On October 23rd at 10am, we are going to celebrate Recovery Sunday. You may know, that Bill W., 
the founder of Alcoholics Anonymous was an Episcopalian, and he began his life changing ministry 
in the basements of Episcopal churches. Recovery Sundays have become a way for Christians to 
celebrate those in recovery who wake up each day as an icon of resurrection and new birth, and to 
pray for all of us who need the strength to carry on.  
 
I hope you'll join us, and I hope you invite a friend. I think it's going to be something special. A little 
Easter right in the middle of October. 
 
Fr. Rick 

RECTOR’S CORNER 
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Income Expense

Budget 262,842 274,859

Actual 263,388 282,195
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FINANCE REPORT 

Finance Summary: 
 Operating Income of $263,388 is above budget of $262,842.  By +$546. 
 Operating Expenses of $282,195 against budget of $274,859 - over by (7,336) 
 Net Operating Income shortfall from budget expectation ($6,790) 
 The funds for the paving of the parking lot ($56,369) came from Memorial Funds, 

and a $24,000 withdrawal from our Diocesan Investment Trust.   
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Our 2016 Rummage Sales were a win-win for St. Mark’s and our community again this 
year,  collecting and selling tons of clothing and other useful items at huge discounts and netting 
well over $19,000 for St. Mark’s.  Many thanks to Annabelle Wilmer, Kit McLaughlan and Harry 
Woods and their teams of donors and volunteers! 

During the month of September, Jackie Taylor and her t 

eams of adults and teens distributed fresh produce, nonperishables and useful school 
supplies on Saturday mornings to several hundred families in need in the Somerville area on 
behalf of the Somerset County Food Bank.  Many thanks to all! 

October Events 

Dress For Success:   Collection dates 10/2, 10/9, and 10/16. 

Do you have new or gently-used business attire that you won’t be using?  If so, please bring these 
garments to our St. Mark’s Link anytime during the first 2 weeks of October and hang them on the 
clothing rack or leave them in bags underneath.  You’ll be helping many families get back on their 
feet and reenter the workforce.  Lorri and Joe Layton will be collecting these items to donate to the 
Jersey City chapter of Dress For Success, as they have done for the past dozen years.   Lorri 
describes their experience in this way:  "We got involved with Dress for Success when someone 
moved and our boys were about 3 or 4 years old. Now they are 15!  We have continued with 
this program because every time we deliver to the Dress for Success in Jersey City the staff 
always thanks us so profusely. Thanks to the generosity of St. Mark's people, we bring the 
largest load every year, averaging 350-400 articles of clothing. It's an amazing program that 
helps many women and men to be able to have the clothing necessary for job 
interviews."  Many thanks to Lorri and Joe! 

God’s Giving Gardens:   Close to 800 lbs. of fresh produce delivered to the Food Bank and 
Food Pantry and growing! St. Mark’s volunteers have two work weeks (October 8 – 14, October 
22 – 28) remaining   this month to harvest, and then we’ll be starting into our projects to improve our 
garden beds for next year’s growing season.  Please watch for scheduled work session info and 
contact me to help out. 

Jan Williams (rjwillia@verizon.net), Outreach Vestry 

Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Mary Urbas 
Junior Warden: Chip Hughes 
Grounds: Norm Graff 
Buildings: Martha Winter 
Outreach: Jan Williams 
Finance: Martha Heiner 
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips 
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner 
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler 

Fellowship: Anne Post 
Membership: Patti Pierson 
 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Jim Martucci 
 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor 

mailto:rjwillia@verizon.net

