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In the New Testament we have four Gospels - four accounts of the life, ministry,
death, and resurrection of Jesus. It wouldn't be ridiculous to ask "Why FOUR?
Why not one?" Why didn't we pick the "best" one, and just go with it? Why four
separate stories of Jesus with different details and storylines?
It's a great question that we don't really have a great answer to. It appears that
these four Gospels were the ones that were widely read and known, and so
when it came time to finally authorize a particular set of books which would
make up the New Testament none of these Gospels could be left out because
they were already regarded with honor in the churches of the world.
We read them in a three year cycle (along with the majority of Christians worldwide) starting with Matthew, and then Mark, and Luke, with a little of John
sprinkled throughout the four years. This pattern of reading the scriptures in
Sunday worship is dated back to at least the fourth century. Which means for at
least 1700 years Christians have been reading virtually the same cycle of
Gospel lessons.
Alexander Shaia, who I mentioned in last month's newsletter, has a theory on
why these four Gospels have been read and heard in this particular order. He
studied under one of the greatest anthropologists in the world, and is familiar
with a global pattern to the Great Stories of humanity. He believes that our
forebears in faith implicitly knew that the four Gospels read in this order echoes
that great pattern, and in turn help us answer the great questions that we all
face: 1) How do we face change?, 2) How do we move through suffering?, 3)
How do we receive joy?, and 4) How do we serve?
On January 15th at 9am, I'm going to be talking to about this theory, and what it
might mean for us. I read Shaia's book, Heart and Mind, this summer, and it's
been rattling around in my head ever since. On the 15th we'll talk about the
Gospels, Star Wars, and the great Story that we humans just can't seem to stop
telling.

A CALL TO ACTION:
Come to the "big" Forum on the 15th, or watch on Facebook Live.

- Vision St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the hungry,
care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts, learning,
fellowship, and to worship and pray at God's Altar in the Eucharist.
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ABOUT THE SEASON
We are in the season of Epiphany. Epiphany is a
Greek word which means "manifestation of God," and
it's about all the ways that Jesus is shown to be such
a manifestation.
The Feast of Epiphany is always on January 6th, and
in the west it's focused on the visit of the Magi who
followed the star until it led them to the Christ child. In
some places in the world Epiphany is a far bigger
deal than Christmas - especially in Ethiopia. Historically, Christian celebrated the Epiphany at least a few
centuries before Christmas came around.
The rest of the season of Epiphany is dedicated to
Jesus' baptism, his transfiguration, and some of his
biggest miracles. The season of Epiphany ends on
Ash Wednesday, when Lent begins.

SERMONS & READINGS

REFLECTION

January 1 - The Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus.
Eight days after Jesus was born his parents would
have taken him to the Temple in Jerusalem to be
named.
January 8 - On the first Sunday after the Epiphany
we always remember Jesus' baptism, which should
always be cause to remember our own baptism.
January 15 - The Feast of the Annual Meeting.
We'll talk about the year past, and the year to come.
January 22 - Today we'll hear about Jesus calling
Simon Peter, offering him a new job where he would
no longer fish for fish, but rather for people.
January 29 - Today we will read the opening salvo
of the Sermon on the Mount, the Beatitudes.
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The Lion's Roar ~ Focus on Outreach

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS:
The Rite 13 Class is looking forward to their first lock
in at church on Saturday, January 14th. Look for
them to host coffee hour and a bake sale the next
day!

The Youth Groups designed holiday placemats for
local veterans in December and did a great job participating in the Creche Service as Head Angel, carrying banners, presenting the figures, ringing in the
bell choir, ushering/collecting gifts, performing the
readings and helping our younger actors.
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As 2016 draws to a close, I would like to thank
each member of our St. Mark’s family for giving so
generously this year of your time, energy, enthusiasm and resources in support of our many Outreach ministries. You have made a meaningful difference for less fortunate children, adults and veterans throughout our community, which is a most
blessed gift. Merry Christmas to each of you and
best wishes for a new year filled with joy, blessings
and love. Jan Williams, Outreach Vestry

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS



January 6th - Epiphany Event!
Keansburg Soup Kitchen
We will be going down to Keansburg on January 4th & 18th. Look for our “needs” list in our
Little Weekly for an opportunity to donate food
for this important mission.

Birthdays
1/3
1/4
1/6
1/9
1/10
1/11
1/14
1/17
1/19
1/20
1/21
1/22

Lance Marshall
Laura Taylor
Ryan Hargy
Andrew Hargy
Christopher Hale
Francis Sanchez
Norm Graff
Nancy Wojnar
Kathleen Kendall
Andrew Gilbert
Lauren Keenan
Dana Gilbert
Webb Winter
Katie Lyga
Tim O’Shea
Gordon Ahalt
Julie Corson

1/23

1/26
1/27
1/28
1/30

Robby Bigini
Claire Buesser
Dev Ittycheria
Alisa Larner
Jeremy Richardson
Libby West
Dottie Dauernheim
Larry Rose
Miyako Urbas

Anniversaries
None this month

STEWARDSHIP

FELLOWSHIP

It’s so exciting to start a brand New Year. I warmly
thank you all so very much for pledging for 2017 and
for all you do for St. Mark’s and our ministries. Your
generosity is heartwarming and I’ve had some wonderful conversations and emails. You truly make St.
Mark’s a blessed place to worship, learn and help
others and you give with joy and love!

As we begin a new year at St. Mark’s, we look forward to carrying on our wonderful tradition of fellowship at coffee hours, special receptions, work parties, brunches and other meetings and social gatherings. You make the fellowship happen, just naturally, with your welcoming smiles, greetings, and
interest in others. Your offer of help is always appreciated. The coffee hour calendar sign-up list is regularly updated by Gretchen DeCoste, and I’m sure
that the winter months are pretty “open” right now.
That list, as well as the “how to” sheets, will continue
to be posted on the bulletin board in the Community
Hall. Please take a look and fill in a few dates when
you can help with that. I am always happy to sign up
with you, if you’re in need of a “coffee hour partner”.

On another note, if you ordered envelopes for your
pledge, they are ready for you in the Narthex, a
small contribution of $3 – $4 dollars to help offset
the cost would be most welcome.
Your 2016 year end statements will also be sent out
later this month. Happy New Year!

Carol DeCoste will continue to arrange for St.
Mark’s Women’s Fellowship Dinners several times a
year. These are fun opportunities to meet new
friends and old, at someone’s home.
Thank you, Carol and Gretchen, for all of your help
over these past 3 years. I will be leaving the Vestry
now, and we will elect 3 new Vestry members, including a new Fellowship Chair, at the Annual Meeting in January. It has been a great pleasure to serve
you, and I look forward to seeing you all in 2017.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
ST. MARK’S SPRING 2017 RUMMAGE SALE: MARCH 31ST & APRIL 1ST

Take notice: The sale is a little earlier than usual, so do your spring cleaning ahead of time.
SET UP:
SORT:
DONATIONS:
BAKE SALE:
SALE:

Saturday, March 25th at 9:30 AM
Sunday, March 26th – Thursday, March 30th
Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM - Wednesday 6:00PM
Baked good delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM
Friday, March 31st ( 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
Saturday, April 1st (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
CLEAN UP:
Saturday, April 1st – 2:30 PM
This is the first important fund raiser of the year for the church. We need significant donations of your unwanted and/or un-used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell your friends and family of the opportunity
to donate their unwanted goods to St. Mark’s Rummage Sale.

Please look for the sign up sheet in the Link and give of your time generously to make this another successful fund raiser for the church. We look forward to working with you and sharing in the incredible fellowship.
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlan and Annabelle Wilmer.

MEMBERSHIP

Save the Date for some exciting Membership happenings this month!
 Friday, January 6, 2016 from 5:30pm – 7:00pm: Epiphany Celebration kicking off with a Potluck Supper
at the Rectory followed by the burning of the Christmas Greens in the church parking lot. Please plan to
bring a side dish to share.
 Sunday, January 8, 2016 &amp; Sunday, January 22, 2016. Father Rick will be holding a 2-part Newcomer’s Class following the 10:00am services lasting for approximately 45 minutes. Babysitting will be
available upon request.
 Saturday, January 28, 2016 from 7:00-9:00pm: Newcomer’s Reception held at The Rectory. Babysitting
is available upon request.
For any inquiries please contact Patti Pierson, Vestry for Membership, via cellphone at (908) 210-7922.

MONTHLY CALENDAR

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS

Worship:
11am
Holy Eucharist on January 1st
8am
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10am
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
9am
Wednesdays in the Chapel
Jan. 3
Jan. 5
Jan. 12

Holly Manor Service, 10:45am
Ridge Oak Service, 10am
Fellowship Village, 11am

Meetings:
Jan. 15
Annual Meeting after 10am Service
Jan 20-21 Vestry Retreat
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WARDEN’S CORNER:
As my last “Warden Corner”, I find it challenging to be retrospective when I am looking forward to our St
Mark’s Christmas programs, my granddaughter's baptism on Christmas Day and our 2017 programs. We
have propelled our presence on Social Media, including ‘Facebook live’ where upon our Australian relations
can attend the baptism and celebration.
In 2016, we continued to make a difference to so many, Morristown Soup kitchen, our Giving Garden, and bi
weekly soup kitchen for Keansburg. Strong participation of our youth in ASP ( and a few of our adults), a
Reflection Garden - thank you Bernie, and J2A and YAC for their volunteer work, both inside and outside of
St Mark’s.
Our Vestry ensures that St Mark’s continues to be strong, and their accomplishments are too many to list. I
would be remiss if I did not thank Anne Post for all her work on Fellowship, Martha Heiner for her leadership
on Finance, and Martha Winter for her leadership on Buildings. The hours spent can never be repaid and
we thank you for all you do. Rev Rick and Chip, it has been great sharing ideas, discussing and sometimes
even resolving issues, and laughing thru-out this year.
Thank you and God Bless to all St. Mark’s parishioners, without your participation in our worship, our programs, rummage sales, talent shows, fund raisers, ‘sweat equity’, and financially we would not have the vibrant community that we call home.

FINANCE REPORT
FINANCIAL SUMMARY:





2016 VESTRY

Operating Income is (-$694) below budget
expectations, but pledges are in line with the
budget.
Operating Expenses are $9474 ahead of budget
expectations, mainly due to costs for clergy
during Sabbatical which are covered in the
General Income area.
Net Operating Income, which is shown as ($10,167) is covered by the $10,000 we had
saved for Sabbatical costs.

Fellowship: Anne Post
Membership: Patti Pierson

Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley
Senior Warden: Mary Urbas
Junior Warden: Chip Hughes
Grounds: Norm Graff
Buildings: Martha Winter
Outreach: Jan Williams
Finance: Martha Heiner
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler

Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus: Jim Martucci
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post
Sunday School Director: John Lyga
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor
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