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RECTOR’S MESSAGE: 
 
I had the most incredible experience the other day. One of my best friends from 
seminary, who I hadn't seen in ages, had a meeting in New York, and he came 
to spend a day with us before heading to the city. We got to hang out, catch up, 
and share resources that help us each in parish ministry. 
 
One day, we went out to lunch, to a restaurant I'd never been to before. The 
waitress brought us our menus, and we continued our conversations as we 
decided whether we were going to have the crab cake or the cobb salad. 
 
When our waitress came back to the table to take our order, my friend turned to 
her, and asked her if she'd be bringing our food when it was ready. She said she 
probably would be. He then said, "We're both pastors, and before we eat we're 
going to say a prayer. If there's anything you'd like us to pray for while we're 
praying—for yourself, or for someone else—we'd be happy to do that. You could 
join us, or not." 
 
She was flabbergasted. And so was I. In fact, what I was really thinking was 
something along the lines of, "Well, this might go just fine in the south, but I 
don't know about central Jersey..." 
 
She looked at us, and then told us how her grandmother had recently fallen, and 
hurt herself, and that she was worried about her and the pain she was in. When 
she came back with our food, my friend asked her if she wanted to stay, and she 
said she did. So, we prayed for her, for her grandmother, and for the food that 
was set before us. 
 
When we all opened our eyes, she was visibly moved, and thanked us up one 
side and down the other for that prayer. For the rest of our stay there, I could 
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- Vision - 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the hungry, 

care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts, learning,  
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Supposing him to 
be the gardener, 
she said to him, 
“Sir, if you have 
carried him away, 
tell me where you 
have laid him, and 
I will take him 
away.” Jesus said 
to her, “Mary!” She 
turned and said to 
him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” - 
From John 20  

 

A CALL TO ACTION: 
Maybe you'd be brave enough to ask to pray for someone? But, even if asking them that feels a little 
outside your comfort zone, you can still pray for them. What if you spent your day looking at the people 
serving you coffee, bagging your groceries, and driving slow in the fast lane, and you saw people who 
God loves, and who God is working in?  
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ABOUT THE SEASON 

It’s Easter!  
 
Easter is not just a morning, or a day, but a whole 
season. And, as a season, it’s 50 days long. 
Interestingly, while Lent is 40 days long, those 40 
days don’t count the Sundays.  
 
But, in the Great 50 Days of Easter the Sundays ARE 
counted. It’s because Sundays are ALWAYS 
celebrations of the Day of Resurrection, and thus in 
Lent we have to break our Lenten fast to celebrate, 
but in the Season of Easter we celebrate every day. 

SERMONS & READINGS 

RECTOR’S  MESSAGE (CON’T) 

 
April 2nd - The Man Born Blind.  This Sunday is go-
ing to be kind of special. Fr. Rick has lined up some 
of his friends in the youth program to help him pre-
sent a drama during the sermon time, based on the 
writings of C. S. Lewis. 
 
April 9th - Palm Sunday, when we remember the 
entrance of Jesus into the Holy City of Jerusalem, 
and we begin our Holy Week Celebrations. 
 
April 16th - The Day of Resurrection! New Life! 
Hope! Light! Life! (And, lots of people, so if you want 
you’re normal pew, you’ll want to come early!) 
 
April 23rd - St. Thomas Sunday, when we read the 
story of Thomas doubting whether Jesus rose from 
the dead or not. 
 
April 30th - A day to celebrate the ministries of Bill 
and Lauran Corson and Lois Buesser. Come as we 
sing, pray, and say thanks. 

just tell that she was grateful that someone would 
think to pray for her, and with her. 
 
Oftentimes, people in service industries don't get 
Sundays off. They don't have a church, or a group 
of people who spiritually support them in good 
times and in bad. 
 
What if I offered to pray for servers every time I 
went to lunch? What if you did? How many of them 
would walk away feeling lifted up beyond words? 
How many of us would feel the same? 
 
Father Rick 
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The Lion's Roar 

SAVE THE DATE! 
CHARTER DAY is scheduled for Saturday, May 20th. 
Families & Teens are needed to help spray paint hair, make & sell baked goods, and spread good cheer! 
Look for sign-up's in April  

HOW TO GET INVOLVED: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS: 
 
Seed & Feed Day Sunday April 2nd-Children and teens 
will be nourishing those in our community by cooking 
meals and planting seeds.  Please join us for a morning 
of outreach. 
 
Easter Sunday Rock Skit 
We are looking for children who would like to participate 
in the Easter Sunday skit which starts off the 10 am 
Easter Sunday Service.   
 
Easter Egg Hunt Our annual Easter Egg hunt will be 
right after the main service on Easter Sunday run by our 
youth groups. We are asking for donations of plastic 
Easter eggs and candy to fill them.   Please drop off to 
the Sunday School office any time before Palm Sunday. 
 
April 23rd and 30th will be a focus on Communion in 
Sunday School.  If you would like your child to be in-
volved in a first communion on May 7th please email 
alisalarner@gmail.com or jwlyga@gmail.com. 

YOUTH GROUP HAPENINGS: 
 
As part of the preparation for Confirmation, the 
J2A class had a tour of Trinity Cathedral and 
attended a Service. 
 
The Rite 13 class, with help from YAC and J2A 
teens: Laura, Scott, Ryan and Amelia, hosted 
another successful Pancake Supper.  Thanks to 
all who supported this event. 

mailto:alisalarner@gmail.com
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Spring is in the air, so it’s time to gear up for work in our Giving Garden right here in town at the Ross Farm (135 
North Maple Avenue, www.rossfarm.org).  For newcomers to St. Mark’s, this wonderful garden was developed in 
2015 with our sister Episcopal churches in Bernardsville, in partnership with the Friends of Boudinot-Southard-Ross 
(FOBSR), a 501c3 charitable organization tasked with developing  this lovely historic property by its owner, the 
Somerset County Parks Commission.  Our garden is tended solely by volunteers from our churches, the FOBSR board 
and our community.  Each of the past two years, we have delivered 1000 lbs. of fresh vegetables, herbs and fruit to the 
Food Bank Network of Somerset County and the Food Pantry in Bernardsville.  This year, we are raising and improving 
our 12 planting beds to be ready for the upcoming growing season, with an eye to doubling production from prior years 
and donating “one ton” of fresh produce this year to those in need in our community. 
The garden is truly a marvel to those who have been there – regardless of age.  It is a terrific learning experience for 
kids, and a super place for teens to get community service hours.  Please come and join in the sun and fun, and enjoy 
the fellowship the garden provides!  No gardening experience is necessary!  To sign on for volunteer work session 
notifications, please contact me. 
Outreach notes: 

Let’s deliver 50 Easter hams to the Food Bank by April 10
th

…please donate now!  Easter is around the corner, 
which means we’ll be emerging from Lent to joyous celebrations at St. Mark’s and in our homes.  To help 
spread hope to those less fortunate, we at St. Mark’s traditionally collect hams for donation to the Somerset 
County Food Bank to distribute to families dependent upon them for support.   For the next several Sundays, 
please watch for the donation cooler outside the front doors before each service.  Or, we’d very much 
appreciate a donation in the basket in the Narthex, in the collection plate or dropped off at the office marked 
“Easter Ham Collection”. 

Thank you to all who have volunteered in so many ways to make our Spring Rummage Sale a huge 
success! 

STEWARDSHIP FELLOWSHIP 

 
Stock question?  Is it better for you to give stock or 
cash to St. Mark’s? 
 
Check with your accountant but the general info is 
that if you have held stock for more than a year 
that has appreciated in value then, for your tax 
purposes, it is better than giving cash.  If you itemize 
deductions it’s possible to take a charitable 
deduction for the stock’s fair market value on the 
day you give it away.  You’ll also avoid capital gains 
tax on the increase of the stock.   
 
If you sold the stock and then gave the proceeds to 
St. Mark’s you would pay capital gains tax.  If you 
would like to give stock please contact the office 908
-766-9058 for further 
information – it is very 
easy!   
 
Thank you for all your 
support to St. Mark’s, your 
donations make it possible 
for us to worship, pray, 
learn about Jesus, and 
connect with each other 
through all our ministries 
and programs.   
Jenny Phillips 908-451-
9638 jrpw26@gmail.com  

It was a busy month for fellowship:  On March 6th 
the men’s group got off to a rocky start, when the 
men of St. Marks were scheduled to meet at a 
restaurant that closed for the evening, the night then 
became more of a road rally with a few dedicated 
men meeting up at the third and final location for 
some well deserved refreshment! 

March 12th was the mid-Lent brunch which saw 
85 hungry parishioners, thanks to all who came for 
set up Saturday morning ( Dave Taylor, Bill & Nick 
Coffin, Martin Hale, Tom DeFeo) and to all who 
baked something, bought something or helped in 
the kitchen.  Special thanks to  Jim Martucci who 
sliced the ham (purchased by Margaret Murphy) and 
to Martin Hale, Chuck Knill, and Jeff West who 
made countless omelets we give you countless 
thanks!  To my kitchen helpers, Joan Graff, Anne 
Post, Annabelle Wilmer, Carol DeCoste, Linda Aul, 
and our youngest Amelia Kendall, and the many 
others who ran in and out offered to help and were 
put to work. Special thanks to the dishwashers who 
allowed us to use real plates!  Mary Chapman, 
Bruce Walker and Jim Martucci who headed the 
clean up and to all of the many  parishioners who 
know that many hands make light work. 

March 23rd the women’s group met at the Phillips 
house, 15  women shared dinner and  fellowship, 
thanks to Jenny for hosting and Carol DeCoste for 
organizing our quarterly event. 

http://www.rossfarm.org
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ANNIVERSARIES 
 

April 11  Don & Daphne Kress 

April 16  Bucky & Phoebe Menter 
April 23  Brian & Christine Marston 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

April 1          Cynthia Matthews 

April 3          Scott Layton 

                    Ryan Layton 

April 5          Kit McLaughlan 

                    Craig Kahle 

                    Connie Smythe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 8          Nicholas Coffin 

April 10        John Wojnar 

April 11        Katy Denechaud 

April 14        Molly Gilbert 
                    River Luongo 

                    Ripley Luongo 

April 16        Bonnie Omick 

April 17        Dawn Knill 
April 19        Andrew Rose 

April 20        Tyler Winter 
April 22        Andrea Hooper 
April 24        Ginny Best 
                    Nancy Opremcak 

April 25        Jeanne Wyatt 
April 26        Madison Sinofsky 

April 28        Abby Larner 
April 30        Bob Dauernheim 

                    Patty Lunny 

 

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS 
“COME AND SEE”.  

That is what Jesus said to his first disciples in the Gospel of John.  And he says the same thing to us today 
as he invites us to discipleship. 

 
COME AND SEE  

Is the name of our Church Membership Growth Campaign. 
 

We are designating Sunday, May 14th (Mother’s Day) and Sunday, June 4th (Family Service Day) for 
friends of parishioners to  

COME AND SEE  
St. Mark’s. 

 
Please watch for a  
COME AND SEE  

Sign-up poster for ALL current parishioners to “pledge” how many families they intend to invite. 
 

Also watch for  
COME AND SEE  

Invites to hand out to prospective new families. 
 

CHARTER DAY  
The annual celebration of our town’s charter is set for Saturday, May 20th 

Our St. Mark’s Church booth will be a flurry of activity & we need volunteers to spray paint hair,  
distribute flyers, make & sell baked goods 

Look for sign-ups in the near future 
Teens and families are welcomed to volunteer! 

 
HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR Fundraiser 

Our first-ever St. Mark’s Holiday House Tour Fundraiser is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 9th from 1:00-6:00 p.m. 

We have secured 3 houses that will be festively adorned for the Christmas season for  
parishioners and their friends to tour. 

The last house on the tour will include heavy h'orderves & libations. 
$40 per person 

More details to follow  



6 

MONTHLY CALENDAR LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 

WORSHIP: 
 
April 13 Maundy Thursday at St. Mark’s 
  7pm, Dinner & Service 
April 14 Good Friday at St. John’s on the Mountain 
  7pm 
April 15 Holy Saturday at St. John’s on the Mountain 
  7pm 
April 16 Easter Sunday at St. Mark’s 
  8am & 10am 
 
Sunday 
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 
9am Wednesday in Post Chapel 
 
April 6th Ridge Oak Service, 10am 
Fellowship Village, 11am 
April 11th Holly Manor Service, 10:45am 
April 13th Fellowship Village, 11am  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ASP Plant Sale 
It’s Springtime!  Time to start planning your summer flower, vegetable and herb gardens.  We have beautiful 
baskets, planters, flats and pots of flowers, veggies and herbs from Hamilton Farms in Boonton. 
These also make great Mother’s Day gifts which is just a week later!   
Our plant sale supports our Appalachian Service Project (ASP) where our adults and youth will be going to 
Appalachia this July to make homes warmer, safer and drier for low income families.   
Please complete your form (found on the website: http://stmarksbr.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/St-Marks-ASP-plant
-sale-Order-form.pdf ), with checks made out to St. Mark’s, ASP in the memo line, and hand it in to the office 
by April 23. 
 
The plants will be ready for pick up on Saturday May 6: 9:am - 11:00am or Sunday May 7 11:30am - 12:15pm. 
 
Thank you so much for your support.  Any questions, contact Jenny Phillips 908-451-9638 jrpw26@gmail.com 
 
 
Confirmation Celebration 
May 7th, after the 10am service, a special coffee hour is planned. 
We need help for set-up serving and clean-up. We are asking for the following donations: 

4 cheese & cracker platters 
4 fruit platters 
4 veggie platters 
6 doz. deviled eggs 
 

There is a sign-up sheet in the link or you can call/email Carol Decoste, 908-766-0408, 
g.decoste@yahoo.com.  Thank you for your generosity! 

It was supposed to be a happy farewell—but there wasn’t a 
dry eye in the house 

http://stmarksbr.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/St-Marks-ASP-plant-sale-Order-form.pdf
http://stmarksbr.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/St-Marks-ASP-plant-sale-Order-form.pdf
mailto:jrpw26@gmail.com
mailto:g.decoste@yahoo.com
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WARDEN’S CORNER: 
 
When I was asked to consider becoming a Warden in the fall of 2015, what attracted me was the opportunity 
to work on two challenges that had been on my mind for some time.  First, despite Father Rick’s great 
sermons, I felt the need for deeper spiritual engagement, and I suspected other parishioners might feel the 
same way.  Second, as we have discussed many times, is the need to grow our congregation. 
 
The problem was that I actually had very little idea how to accomplish either one. 
 
Accordingly, it make me very happy to report on the results of the exploration the Vestry, under Father Rick’s 
leadership, has been doing on these topics.  It turns out, first of all, that these two challenges are really one 
challenge.  That is because pretty much every example of a mainstream church moving into a real growth 
mode has come about because of a concerted effort to deepen the spirituality of those already in the 
congregation.  Church leaders have found that when they do that, some magic occurs where the greater 
enthusiasm and energy unleashed attracts people from outside the parish to be part of what feels like a 
thriving, exciting congregation. 
 
Armed with this insight, Father Rick and the Vestry will soon be kicking off a multifaceted program to 
enhance our spiritual depth as a church community.  Space doesn’t permit me to go into detail here, but I am 
very excited about this.  We’re pulling all the specifics together over the next months, and will be holding a 
Parish meeting on Sunday, June 11 to share on this topic and several others—a lot of exciting things are 
happening at St. Mark’s right now, so please circle that date in your calendar! 
 
Chip Hughes, Senior Warden 
chiphughes1031@gmail.com; 908-642-6706 

 Operating Income through February was (+$16,137) 
above budget, due to accelerated receipt of pledges in 
Q1. Thank you for the strong start to 2017! 

 
 Operating Expenses were (+$4,376) favorable to budget 

driven by less snow removal and timing of maintenance 
expenses. 

 
 Net Operating Income through February is +2,319! This 

is a very positive result as previous years we have oper-
ated at a cashflow deficit through the first quarter. 

FINANCE REPORT 

2016 VESTRY 
 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Chip Hughes 
Junior Warden: Jim Nishimura 
Grounds: Norm Graff 
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Jan Williams 
Finance: David Taylor 
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips 
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner 
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler 

 
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
Membership: Patti Pierson 
 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Mary Urbas 
 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor 


