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I am hoping that you will consider joining the Alpha Course which begins on 
October 8th at 9am. 
 
Last summer while on sabbatical I travelled to Washington DC to visit Truro 
Church, the parish that Chip and Claudia Hughes attended when they lived near 
there. It was a Sunday in the middle of August, so I wasn't expecting too much, 
but as soon as we drove onto the campus there was a palpable feeling that 
reminded me of entering a festival. There were people throwing Frisbees on the 
lawn, and children laughing, and when we entered the church the choir/orchestra 
was warming up. 
 
I have to say, it was quite an experience. 
 
Truro is a vibrant parish which is bursting at the seams - which is terrific to see in 
this day and age. One of the things that they consistently do to maintain their 
vibrancy is Alpha. Alpha "works" as a church growth and development tool, not 
because it's a gimmick, but because it's just a really well thought through short 
course to introduce or reintroduce someone to Christianity. It's smart, it's 
interesting, at times it's funny, and people from all backgrounds come away having 
learned something. And, a few people end up seeing their lives changed because 
of it. 
 
Our vestry is committed to seeing St. Mark's grow. We have a few initiatives that 
we're working on, but Alpha is the capstone. Normally Alpha is done in the 
evening, and people from all over the community come. We thought we'd try doing 
it on Sunday mornings first for just St. Markers, so that we could see how it works, 
and to see if we could get a few people excited about doing it for the whole 
community. 
 
I've been slowly watching the short videos that form the core of the program, and I 
have to say that I'm pretty impressed. And, I truly hope that you will consider 
joining us for the journey. If for no other reason, perhaps you'd do it to help St. 
Mark's grow. But, you may just find that you grow in your faith quite a bit too. 
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- Vision - 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the 
hungry, care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts, 

learning, fellowship, and to worship and pray at God's Altar in the Eucharist. 

 
 

‘The stone that the 
builders rejected 
has become the 

cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s 

doing, 
and it is amazing 

in our eyes’ 
Matthew 21:42 

 

 
A CALL TO ACTION:  Sign Up for Alpha: stmarksbr.org/alpha 
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RUMMAGE SALE THANK YOU: 

 
Thank you St. Mark’s for another successful 
Rummage Sale. Your donations were fantastic, your 
help invaluable, and your baked goods delicious. 
Throughout the week, so many of you graciously 
assisted us, and we shared great fellowship. We are 
pleased to announce that the Fall 2017 Rummage 
Sale netted $10,576.53. The yearly Spring and Fall 
Rummage Sale total was $22,879.86 – our best 
effort yet! As this is one of St. Mark’s biggest fund 
raising activities, everyone should be very proud of 
the success it has achieved. 
 
Again, many thanks. Your participation was greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Harry, Kit and Annabelle 

SERMONS & READINGS 

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS 

October 1 - The epistle lesson for today includes the 
“Christ Hymn,” which many scholars think was an 
actual hymn that the very earliest Christians would 
sing. If this is the case, Paul took this hymn and 
inserted this familiar text into his letter to the 
Philippians. 
 

October 8 - The Old Testament lesson today is the 
giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses. 
Sometimes people can reduce faith to just “following 
the rules,” but after the people hear the law and 
begin to tremble, Moses tells them not to be afraid. 
This law is a law that liberates, not binds. 
 

October 15 - This Sunday will be celebrated as 
Recovery Sunday. Every Easter we celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus, but people in recovery are 
icons of this resurrection every day. 
 

October 22 - God tells Moses to stand in the cleft of 
a rock, so that when God walks by Moses might 
stick his face out from behind the rock and see 
God’s “back.” The original Hebrew here is a little 
more nuanced. It actually reads that Moses will see 
the place where “God just was.” Have you ever 
been to a place where God just was? 
 

October 29 - This will be a family Sunday, where the 
young people of our parish will share some of the 
things they’ve been learning in Sunday School 
lately. 

 
10/1 – Stewardship Kickoff 
 
10/4 & 10/18  Keansburg Soup Kitchen 
 
10/8 – Pet Blessing 
 
10/15 – Recovery Sunday 

Photo credit:  Lea O’Shea 
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The Lion's Roar ~ Focus on Outreach 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED: 

Altar Guild Members Needed— 
Please contact Jeanne Wyatt, Anne 
Post, or Lauren Walker for more 
info. All are welcome. 
 

Ushers Needed— 
Please contact the office or Jim 
Martucci directly if you are interest-
ed and can help out. All are  
welcome. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS: 
For our next family service the children are working on, No Ones Ark, a short skit about following God's in-
structions and the song Rise and Shine. 
 
We are looking for kids who want to be in the skit, especially the lead role of Noah (boy or girl).  Also, for the 
song, we would like some of the kids to sing a solo.  We are practicing every Sunday in the Chapel as part 
of our Sunday School program. 
Please take a look at our calendar in the link and sign up to teach a week! 

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS: 
 
Our first meeting went well - 6 blankets made for delivery 

to sick children for the Bryan’s Dream Foundation.  This 

past Sunday the youth spent the hour with Peter 

Rollins.  The next classes will meet Oct. 8th, then Oct. 

15th and 22nd.  
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Many, many thanks to: 

• Annabelle Wilmer, Kit McLaughlan and Harry Woods for leading us to a record-breaking year of 
Rummage Sales, both in terms of monies raised for our parish and customers served and visiting St. 
Mark’s, and 

 

• Jackie Taylor, who led teams of teens and adults every Saturday morning during September to hand 
out non perishables and fresh meats and vegetables to several hundred people in need in Somerville on 
behalf of the Food Bank. 

 
We have now harvested 1700 lbs of fresh produce from our Giving Gardens at the Ross Farm to 
brighten the tables of Food Bank and Food Pantry recipients, with loads of new Fall crops still growing! 
 
October is our month: 

• to collect new and gently-used business appropriate clothing and accessories for Dress for 
Success.  You can hang your donations in the Link over the next 3 weeks for us to deliver by month 
end.   

 

• for our last church-wide Outreach effort, Box-Packing Day, or Christmas for Children, on Sunday 
morning, October 22, to support our teens and Sunday School age children as they focus this third joint 
community service effort on international relief.  Please donate box fillings or monetary contributions to 
help our kids reach their goal of sending 100 boxes this year to less fortunate children throughout the 
world.  Look for the bright red and green collection and donation boxes in the Parish Hall and the Link, 
along with ideas for items to donate.  Thank you! 

STEWARDSHIP 

We all come to St. Mark’s for many different 
reasons. Maybe you’re moved by the beautiful 
music, perhaps you feel the Holy Spirit as you come 
to the altar to take communion?  Do you gain solace 
from being at St. Mark’s during difficult times, maybe 
you enjoy helping with the many ministries of 
service that we offer, or it might be that you get that 
‘ah ha’ moment during one of Fr. Rick’s enlightening 
homily’s?  Whatever your reason for coming to St. 
Mark’s, thank you for being here and for being a part 
of our family.  
 
This Stewardship season is a time for reflection as 
to what St. Mark’s, it’s ministries and your faith, 
means to you and how we can give thankfulness to 
God for all we have, and show that thankfulness by 
giving back a portion of what has been given to us.  
Pledge commitment forms will be available on 
October 1st at our special Stewardship Kickoff - we’ll 
have some delicious homemade soups at Coffee 
Hour too.  If you can support us, please fill in your 
card and return on or before November 5th.  Thank 
you for considering your pledge in the spirit of a 
journey to generosity as we bring in our harvest.   
 
Your commitment makes a big difference to St. 
Mark’s, and helps us do God’s work.  

Thanks to the Walkers for hosting the church picnic. 
The sky cleared and it was a beautiful day and about 
50 people had  an opportunity for fun and fellowship 
in their beautiful backyard!  Thanks again. 
  
The needlepoint groups continue to meet in the 
evenings and one daytime group, some needlepoint 
and some chat as support!!  Plenty of progress is 
being made toward beautiful kneelers.  Many thanks 
to Martha Heiner and Mary Urbas who have been 
providing very patient guidance to the group! 
  
There are plenty of dates to sign up for coffee 
hour.  It’s a great way to participate in the ten 
o’clock service, and ensure you get exactly what you 
would like to snack on!  It is a great way to welcome 
people to St. Marks, its easy and if everyone 
participates we will each host one time a year.  So 
please sign up. 
  
Save December 3rd for Advent/ Stewardship 
Brunch….more to follow. 

FELLOWSHIP 
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Anniversaries: 
 
10/2  Tom & Sharon Defeo 
10/5  Bernie & Meg Jewson 
10/7  Jeff & Martha Heiner 
10/11  Bill & Adriane Walsh 
10/12  Chip & Claudia Hughes 
   Ben & Winny Hargy 
10/17  Bob & Dottie Dauernheim 
10/21     Gerald & Christina Creighton 
10/24  Jim & Carol DeCoste 

Birthdays 
 
10/3 Noelle Luongo 
10/4  Kristi Phillips 
 Jason Wiatroski 
10/7  Gerry Acheson 
10/8  Jennifer Solon 
   Libby Denechaud 
   Alexander Sockolof 
10/9  Danielle Gogerty 
10/11  Bill Richardson 
10/13  Janet Williams 
10/14  Phoebe Menter 
   Anne Post 
10/15  Betsy Coffin 
   Molly Walsh 
   Elizabeth Walsh 
10/17  Justin Lazo 
10/18  Ann Rosenblum 
 Casiana Omick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10/21  Daniel Ittycheria 
   Elizabeth Ross 
10/22  Ella Hargy 
10/24  Ally Denechaud 
10/26  James Post 
10/28  Adi Conover 
10/30  Karen Morley 
   Paige Salmon 
10/31  Chip Hughes 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE REPORT 

August Results: 
 

Operating Net Income through August is $12K; +35K vs Budget.   

August pledged income was $4K below budget.  YTD pledged income is +$16K above Budget.   

YTD operating expenses were (+$13k) favorable to budget driven by lower utility costs, and timing of 

maintenance, outreach, and personnel expenses.     
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MONTHLY CALENDAR LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS 

Worship: 
Sunday 
 8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School 
 9am Wednesday in Post Chapel 
 
Oct 5 
  Ridge Oak Service, 10am 
  Fellowship Village service, 11am 
Oct 12 
  Fellowship Village service, 11am 
 
Meetings: 
Oct 9 
  Wardens Meeting 6pm 
  Finance Meeting  7pm 
Oct 16 
  Vestry Meeting 

 

WARDEN’S CORNER: 
 
Things are really humming at St. Mark’s these days! We have new flooring, refinished wood, and freshly 

painted walls in the Sanctuary. As of this week we will have a brand-new HVAC system for the Sanctuary. 

We have a new Music Director. We have record-setting rummage sales. We have a nearly-completed 

refinance of our mortgage. We have hundreds of pounds of food going to the food bank from our garden, not 

to mention our Keansburg work. We have a world-renowned theologian spending a whole weekend with us. 

Most of the Buildings and Grounds projects posted in the Parish Hall have sponsors, and many of them have 

been completed. And, as of October 8, both Alpha and our small groups will kick off. Wow!   

 

Now we roll into autumn, and of course autumn means Stewardship season. I am hoping that this year’s 

Stewardship campaign will just continue all of this tremendous momentum. All of the items above prove at 

least one thing—we have a congregation that is truly committed to St. Mark’s. The level of effort and “sweat 

equity” we are collectively putting into our church is truly remarkable, and very humbling. Now let’s build on 

what we’ve done!  

 

Chip Hughes 

Senior Warden; chiphughes1031@gmail.com, 908-642- 6706 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR Fundraiser 
Our first-ever St. Mark's Holiday House Tour Fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday, December 9th from 2:00-
6:00p.m. where you will be immersed in all things Christmas in two beautifully decorated homes for the sea-
son. 
 
The first house will be open from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the home of the Pierson Family where you will enjoy light 
nibbles.  The second house will be open from 4:00-6:00p.m. at the home of the DeFeo Family where you will 
enjoy heavy h'ordeurves & libations. 
 
The cost of the event is $30 per person and is open to all St. Mark's parishioners, their families & their 
friends.  Registration is required with tickets going on sale in October.  Stay tuned for more details! 
 
Patti Pierson, Membership 
 
 
Altar Guild: 
Currently our Altar Guild committee consists of only three people - very dedicated people, but still only 
three.  
 
As a volunteer, you would be asked to show up on your scheduled Saturday to set up the altar for the 8am 
service on Sunday and then arrive on Sunday prior to the 10am to prepare it for the second service.  After 
the 10am service, you will be expected to clean all vessels and take the linens home to wash and press. An-
yone one of us would be very happy to talk you through the process of setting up the altar, the care of the 
linens, and other details. 
 
We are an equal opportunity organization – everyone is welcome, men and woman alike. 
 
Serving in the Altar Guild is a ministry that can only be carried out with a song in one's heart. 

2017 VESTRY 
 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Chip Hughes 
Junior Warden: Jim Nishimura 
Grounds: Norm Graff 
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Jan Williams 
Finance: Dave Taylor 
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips 
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner 
Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler 

 
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
Membership: Patti Pierson 
 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Mary Urbas 
 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Jackie Taylor 


