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In the sixth month
the angel Gabriel
was sent by God
to a town in
Galilee called
Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to
a man who name
of Joseph, of the
house of David.
Luke:1:26-38

As I mentioned in a recent sermon, the Reveal Survey, which has seen
participation by 500,000 Christians in 2,000 different churches, came up with a
lot of insights - and some of them quite surprising. One of them is that the #1
predictor of spiritual growth is engagement with the scriptures. Churches which
find ways to engage their membership with the Bible tend to be churches which
help their people grow in spiritual maturity.
So, armed with that data, here are a few things we're going to try!
First, I've put together a one-sheet resource called "Last Things First," which is
aimed at helping us all engage with one of the lessons assigned for reading in
church on the last Sunday of the month. It's pretty simple. The front of the sheet
has the lesson, along with the prompts for a very brief Bible Study. Flip it over,
and there's a little information about the passage, some background, and some
questions to ponder. I've asked the vestry to begin every vestry meeting,
commission meeting, and any other gathering with the simple 10 minute Bible
Study.

The format for the Bible study is called "Dwelling in the Word," a tried and true
way for people to jump into a Bible reading even if they don't know anything
about it. The lesson is read aloud, and then people are asked what words or
phrases jumped out at them. The lesson is read again, usually by a different
person, and the group discusses what, if anything, they think this lesson might
be saying to us. I think the real magic of Dwelling in the Word comes when you
do it with the same passage multiple times—because I've found that I discover
new things each time, and you get to hear different people's perspectives on it.
The idea is that when we get to the last Sunday of the month, a whole bunch of
us will already have engaged with that lesson—it should feel like an old friend
then.
Second, I've started a weekly podcast called "Scattered and Sown" which looks
Continued on page 2

A CALL TO ACTION:
Engage with the scriptures! Find someone to Dwell in the Word with, or listen to the
podcast before coming to church on a Sunday.

- Vision St. Mark's Episcopal Church aspires to nourish. We are a community invited by Christ to feed the hungry,
care for the impoverished, and to be nourished by God through service, music, the arts, learning,
fellowship, and to worship and pray at God's Altar in the Eucharist.
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RECTORS MESSAGE CONTINUED
at one of the lessons assigned to Sunday morning. It's a way to
prayerfully engage with the lesson through using various meditative
techniques. The beauty of a podcast like this is that you don't need
anything but a few moments alone, and a device to play the
podcast. You can subscribe to the podcast from the top of the
website: stmarksbr.org, or from iTunes.
Third, the new worship commission has an idea, which may seem
counterintuitive, but we're going to give it a try. Some have said that
we read so much scripture on Sunday mornings, that they have a
hard time not zoning out. So, we're going to bring some focus to the
10AM service, and omit either the Old Testament or Epistle lesson.
We'll take a brief moment of silence following the scripture lesson
before singing the Psalm and then hearing the Gospel.
I'm excited to see what this engagement with the scriptures might
bring. After experiencing one or more of the above, let me know
what you think!
Fr. Rick

SERMONS & READINGS

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS

December 3rd - The First Sunday of Advent - The
Gospel of Mark was written at a time of great
tribulation, uncertainty, and suffering. Today’s
Gospel lesson speaks directly to that situation, and
asks the People of God to have faith even though
we don’t know all the answers.
December 10th - The Second Sunday of Advent We’ve just begun a year long journey into the
Gospel of Mark, and this Sunday we’ll hear from the
first few verses of the book.
December 17th - The Third Sunday of Advent - The
Advent season is a time of preparation. The rest of
the world is already decked for Christmas, and
we’ve been hearing Christmas music since late
October. But, in the church, we’re taking our time
getting ready for the coming of Christ. Today we’ll
hear about the one whose job it was to prepare the
world for Jesus: John the Baptist.
December 24th - The Fourth Sunday of Advent - In
the morning of the 24th, we’ll hear from Mary, who is
expecting her first-born child with great joy and
anticipation.
December 31st - The First Sunday after Christmas We’ll be digging into the Prologue of the Gospel of
John, with all its talk of the “Word” and the “light.”
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The Lion's Roar ~ Focus on Outreach

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS:
During the month of November the Sunday school classes have been learning
about the Israelite's' Escape from Egypt and the Ten Commandments. Thanks to
those of you who have volunteered to help during class time. Please mark your
calendars for the creche service on Sunday December 17th at 10am. Children of
all ages are encouraged to participate by dressing up or carrying a figure. A
rehearsal will be held on Saturday December 16th.

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS:

St. Mark’s J2A class would like to send extended thanks and blessings to Alisa and David who helped get
our students ready for their Confirmation Vestry service projects! Their lectures were tremendously helpful
to all our youthful discerners (and teachers too!). While our Rite 13 class learned all the many ways to give
God thanks through prayer. What a tremendous lifelong blessing to share in this holiday season. Our
thanks to all who shared their time, talent and treasures this month… which includes a special shout-out to
our official class photographer, Bella, who always knows how to capture memories!
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November was a busy time in Outreach, with wonderful results:
• Frosty nights finally caught up with our Giving Gardens at the Ross Farm…..but, not until we had harvested 2,112 lbs for donation.
• Our kids filled and delivered 76 Christmas for Children boxes to Samaritan’s Purse on Nov 19.
• We donated 46 turkeys, hams and chickens, along with bags of sweet potatoes to the Food Bank of
Somerset County to bless many Thanksgiving tables.
• Our Keansburg team has now served over 13,000 meals as of this month’s 5-year anniversary of us
cooking and serving lunches at the Center for Community Renewal.
• We formalized and expanded the Sunshine Group’s mission of serving less-mobile elderly parishioners, under the leadership of Nancy Brangaccio.
• “This Thanksgiving, I am so thankful to my family at St. Mark’s for the support and care you put into making the Hope for Homeless Veterans collection a huge success. On Nov 20, I delivered a really full
trunkload of our donations to the joy of the vets at Community Hope.” Emie Williams
• Jim Lunny led another successful blood drive with B’Nai Israel.
During December, please continue to donate turkeys, hams and chickens for Christmas delivery to the Food
Bank, and watch for info about our Creche service gifts for Food Bank families.
As I write my final Outreach column, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to each of you, and let you
know how blessed I have felt by your generosity and commitment to our Community Service and Inreach
missions. It has been my pleasure to serve with you! Jan Williams

STEWARDSHIP
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.” 2 Corinithians 9:7
Thank you so very much for those who have
pledged so generously to St. Mark’s for 2018. At
this time of writing we have 90 families pledging with
a total of close to $285,000. The vestry is currently
working on the budget for 2018 and your pledges
determine what St. Mark’s can achieve in the coming year. Thank you so much for your generous
support. You truly make a difference.
This Sunday, December 3, you are warmly invited
to a Stewardship Celebration in Advent Brunch after
the 10am service in the Parish Hall. We’ll have delicious food, entertainment, fellowship and fun.
Thank you for your generosity.
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Birthdays
Dec 1
Dec 3

Emiliana Omick
Peter Gilbert
Kathy Seabrook
Dec 5 Julia West
Dec 6 Jacob Giordano
Nicholas Giordano
Noyoze Eweka
Dec 12 Jim Barna
Wilson Kochek
Joanne Woolford
Dec 13 Benjamin Seitz
Rich Thoma
Dec 14 Caroline Coffin
Christy Denechaud
John Mooney
Ariana Omick
Dec 19 Sean Gogerty
Dec 26 Tim Marston
Dec 27 Christine Trucco

Dec 29 Mattie Morley
Bryan Knill
Theresa Nishimura
Dec 30 Liam Pierson
Dec 31 Rob Brangaccio
Meg Jewson

Anniversaries
12 -7 Tim & Nancy Opremcak
12-22 Bonnie Omick
12-28 Bill & Lauran Corson

MONTHLY CALENDAR

SPOTLIGHT
EVENTS

Worship:
Sunday
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School
9am Wednesday in Post Chapel

Advent Brunch /
Stewardship
Appreciation,
December 3rd

Christmas Services:
Sunday, December 24th 5pm & 11pm
Dec 5
Holly Manor service, 10:45am
Dec 7
Ridge Oak Service, 10am
Fellowship Village service, 11am
Dec 14
Fellowship Village service, 11am
Dec 18
Holly Manor, Bible Study, 10:45am

House Tour December 9th

Crèche Service - December 17th

Meetings:
Dec 4
Wardens Meeting 6pm
Finance Meeting 7pm
Dec 11
Vestry Meeting
Keansburg Soup Kitchen,
December 6th & 20th
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WARDEN’S CORNER:

Last weekend ten of us gathered at the Kirkridge Retreat Center for the Alpha retreat. The weekend retreat
is a core element, in some ways the most important element, of the Alpha program. It is also a part of Alpha
where we were best able to most closely match the recommended Alpha design.
The retreat reminded me all over again of what I love about Alpha—the chance to have open, deep conversations about faith, the chance to get to know each other in a deeper way, and simply the chance to focus on
the spiritual rather than on the day-to-day busyness of our everyday lives.
Toward the end of the retreat we spent some time discussing the future of Alpha at St. Mark’s. We are going
to expand that conversation with the rest of the Alpha participants in a couple of weeks during our regular
Alpha session. I am very hopeful that we will find a good way to continue this great program at St. Mark’s,
and that everyone in our parish will in some way participate in it.
Chip Hughes, Senior Warden
chiphughes1031@gmail.com; 908-642-6706

FINANCE REPORT

FINANCIAL SUMMARY:
December Lion’s Roar (November Results)
Operating Net Income through October is $14K; +25K vs Budget.
YTD operating income favorability is due to higher building use, donations, and fundraising. YTD
pledged income is slightly below YTD projections.
YTD operating expenses were (+$9k) favorable to budget driven by lower utility costs, and timing of
outreach, and music expenses.

2017 VESTRY

Comm. / Evangelism: Dan Spindler

Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley
Senior Warden: Chip Hughes
Junior Warden: Jim Nishimura
Grounds: Norm Graff
Buildings: Jeff Hooper
Outreach: Jan Williams
Finance: Dave Taylor
Stewardship: Jenny Phillips
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner

Fellowship: Betsy Coffin
Membership: Patti Pierson
Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus: Mary Urbas
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post
Sunday School Director: John Lyga
J2A Activities Coordinator: Tammy Young
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