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Let the little
children come to
me, and do not
hinder them, for
the Kingdom of
Heaven belongs
to such as these.
Matthew 19:14

I’m currently reading “Beauty Will Save the World” by Brian Zahnd. He opens his
book with the story about Prince Vladimir the Great of Kiev, who, a thousand years
ago, sent emissaries to the neighboring kingdoms and nations to inquire about their
religions. When the emissaries returned some of them regaled the prince with
stories of austere religious practices which challenge the mind and the body. Other
emissaries told him of faiths that were rich in philosophy and abstract thought.
And then the emissaries to Constantinople came forward, who told the prince of the
religion they had found that was so rich in beauty, so transcendent that they thought
they had left the earthly realm and touched something close to heaven. This religion
was, of course, Christianity. And, what captivated them was its beauty. AND, their
reports of this beauty compelled Prince Vladimir to convert Russia to the Christian
faith.
We can oftentimes forget the transcendent beauty of our faith. Jesus was
interesting, effective, and focused. He was also beautiful. His ministry was beautiful.
When Jesus restored the man with the withered hand, when he raised the little
twelve year old girl back to life, when he changed all those jars of water to wine—it
was beautiful. When he gathered the children to himself, when he told stories of
heroic and faithful Samaritans, when he stilled the storm—it was beautiful. His
death, as grisly and awful as it was, was also beautiful. It wasn’t beautiful in the
moment, for sure, but his death became so beautiful that we now wear crosses on
our necks and raise them high on mountainsides.
Zahnd’s Book has reminded me of this, and has caused me to wonder if our faith is
still beautiful? For, if it is transcendent in beauty, if it causes one to think we’re in
heaven, then it is probably of God.
When speaking of beauty here, I’m not just thinking of aesthetics. I’m also thinking
about ethics, the faith we believe, and the faith that we show the world?
Is what we’re doing in the Name of Jesus beautiful? Is what comes out of our
mouths in the Name of God beautiful? Do we speak of God in beautiful ways? Do
we speak of other humans, created in that beautiful Image, in beautiful ways? Does
our faith make one think they are in heaven rather than earth? Does it compel
people to come and see?
- Fr. Rick

A CALL TO ACTION:

Sometime this month ponder the beauty of God. And ponder how God might be calling you to make the
world a more beautiful place, a little closer to heaven.
- Come. Grow. Here. St. Mark's is a place to grow. It’s a place to grow closer in our connection to God. It’s a place to grow
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. It’s a place to grow among and with
other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives.
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The Lion's Roar

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS:

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS:

To all the children of St. Marks....Sunday school all
through the summer will be featuring Veggie Tales
videos. Have some popcorn and drinks while
watching one of the many Veggie tale features.
Learning about God has never been so much fun!
If you are having a sleepover on Saturday, just
bring your friends along, everyone is welcome. We
have plenty of popcorn to go around.

A "Striking" Day for St. Marks' Youth Group
St. Marks' Youth Group taking some time to enjoy
fun, fellowship and unlimited pizza at our end of the
2017-2018 year. So many thanks to everyone who
helped to make this outing such a happy success!
Don't forget to keep your 2018/2019 Youth Group
service project and fellowship ideas coming!
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Let it grow! Let it grow! Let it grow! - 3 things to know about our
Giving Gardens today.
1. Despite difficult Spring weather, we have harvested 68.5 lbs
so far this year with more to come in June. Last year at this
time, we had 61 lbs so we are off to a great start!
2. The beans the kids started and planted are growing strong
and we have already begun to harvest them!
We had a surprise digging in our compost - 30 or so snapping
turtle eggs! With guidance from the environmental center, we
have relocated them outside the fence.

Watch in the lil’ Roar for working times at the garden and join in the fun!

STEWARDSHIP

FELLOWSHIP

I hope you received your year-to-date (up to April,
2018) pledge statements and had an opportunity to
review them. If you have any concerns with these,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Many thanks to Dawn Knill for hosting women's
group for the month of June. We all had a great time
enjoying the evening on her deck!

Many thanks for your generous contributions to
date and your commitment to our community and
outreach.

Please also remember there are plenty of opportunities to host summer coffee hour (which is ice tea
and lemonade) super simple, so please pick a
Sunday!

If you have not pledged or donated before and
would like more information, I would be happy to
help.
We are, unfortunately, somewhat behind in pledges
and contributions overall, so the vestry is currently
looking to have a fund-raising event later in the
year….mark your calendars for October 20th and
more details to come soon. If you are interested to
help out with the event, please contact either myself
or Betsy Coffin (Fellowship). Thank you for all your
support to St. Mark’s!
Gerry McDonnell (908-255-7747)
gerry_lesley@hotmail.com
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Birthdays
7/2
7/4
7/6
7/7
7/8

7/9
7/10
7/11
7/13

Aiden Murray
Sandy Gogerty
Beth Kujan
Joan Graff
David Eweka
Maddy Denechaud
Tim Keenan
Jeff West
Tom Defeo
Joseph Hughes
Sue Smith
Ruth Smith
Charlotte McCall
Gretchen DeCoste
Luke Ittycheria
Margaret Murphy
Michael Millan
Marty Urbas

7/14
7/16
7/17
7/19
7/20
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/28
7/29
7/30

Benjamin Larner
Gerald Creighton
Caitlin Taylor
Jacob Wojnar
Chuck Knill
Tim Opremcak
Mary Urbas
Bucky Menter
Warren Phillips
Meaghan Millan
Annabelle Trucco
Stephen Woolford
Chip Campbell
Ethan Licata
Maryanne Moreck
Sydney Spindler
Rick Morley
Tim Campbell
Christine Thoma

Anniversaries
7/2
7/4

David & Jackie Taylor
William & Susan Wilkes

MONTHLY CALENDAR
Upcoming Sundays

Worship:

Service Schedule:

July 1: This Sunday we have one of Fr. Rick’s
favorite stories, where Jesus heals someone while
on the way to heal someone else.

Sunday
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School
9am Wednesday in Post Chapel

July 8: Jesus is rejected by his hometown crowd,
and then he sends the disciples out to do the very
thing he got rejected for…

7/3
Holly Manor, 10am
7/5
Ridge Oak, 10am
Fellowship Village, 11am
7/12
Fellowship Village, 11am

July 15: David brings The Ark of the Covenant into
Jerusalem, and he lets it all go, dancing through
the streets with everything he has!

Meetings:
7/9 Wardens’ & Finance Meetings
7/16 Vestry Meeting

July 22: God has a little talk with David… Because
God has noticed that while David has a pretty
fabulous house, David has not built God a house.
And, that’s just awkward.

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS

July 29: We’ll read the story of David’s great moral
failing on this Sunday. What was David’s response
to this failure of character? Can you come back
from something like that?

Adult Bible School
July 13 & 14
Grateful Book study:
July 16, August 6, August 20
Vacation Bible School (for the kids!)
July 30-August 3
Keansburg Soup Kitchen
7/4 & 7/18
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WARDENS CORNER
Summer…..a time when a lot of people try to sit back a little, enjoy the nice weather and take a much
needed break from our busy lives. For St. Mark’s, it is a time when we have started our final phase of our
much needed HVAC replacement plans. I wanted to thank the Building Committee, and in particular Jeff
Hooper, for their tireless effort and hard work in getting us to a place where we can feel secure that our
buildings are poised for the future and the comfort of the congregation is assured. It was, and still is, a
monumental task that we undertook. I thank God every day for this parish and the effort so many people put
in. We are also going to publish an updated list of other potential projects that are also needed for the
church related to our Buildings and Grounds as many of the major ones have been successfully completed.
Thank you to all who contributed either their time, talent or money in addressing these important tasks.
Enjoy your summer and may God always walk hand in hand with you
++ Yours in faith
Jim Nishimura, Junior Warden james.nishimura@cgi.com; 908-625-7103

FINANCE REPORT
May YTD Results
• Operating Net Income through May is $174K; $16K vs Budget. The gap is due to a timing of
pledge income and lower building use.
• YTD operating expenses are slightly higher than
budget due to the unexpected replacement of the

2018 VESTRY

Fellowship: Betsy Coffin

Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley
Senior Warden: Jim Nishimura
Junior Warden: Jim Lunny
Grounds: Norm Graff
Buildings: Jeff Hooper
Outreach: Lea O’Shea
Finance: Dae Taylor
Stewardship: Gerald Mcdonnell
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner
Comm. / Evangelism: Eileen Barna

Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus: Chip Hughes
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post
Sunday School Director: John Lyga
J2A Activities Coordinator: Tammy Young
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