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People were bringing
little children to him in
order that he might
touch them; and the
disciples spoke sternly to them. But when
Jesus saw this, he
was indignant and
said to them, “Let the
little children come to
me; do not stop them;
for it is to such as
these that the kingdom of God belongs.
Mark 10:13-16

In the Scriptures, the first thing we learn about God is that God is a creator. These
act of creating are a mix of separating things, calling things forth, and declarations of
their goodness.
The first commandment given to humanity in the course of this story of creation is to
“go forth and multiply, filling the earth.” It is so clear that this commandment is
actually more of an invitation, an invitation to join God in this act of creating. Thus,
there has ever since been a link, divinely inspired, between making things, creating
things, and artistic endeavors and our faith.
From the earliest days of Christianity, our forebears were painting frescoes on the
walls of the catacombs. They were crafting images of Jesus on the cross, Jesus as
the Good Shepherd, and Mary the Mother of Jesus. Soon they were converting
buildings designed for civic use into holy spaces for public worship. Then they were
lifting great stone cathedrals to pierce the sky, and point to something beyond
ourselves. In every age they created the most sublime music, which generation after
generation reinvented itself and introduced new forms and musical genres.
These works of art didn’t just placate, but they were intensely provocative. Real art
challenges us, challenges the “way things are and have always been,’” and religious
art is meant to provoke us forward in our faith, not just in how we understand God
now, but into ever new ways of seeing God and God’s work around us.
Today there are Christian artists who compose, paint, sculpt, carve, write, sing,
perform, dance, and direct on canvas, stone, stage, computer screen, paper, wood,
concert hall, and glass.
We are blessed here at St Mark’s with many truly talented artists, each proficient in
various different mediums. We have a choir, several bell choirs, instrumentalists,
composers, painters, and opera singers. We have people in our community who
paint on canvas, use pastels on paper, construct things out of wood, design
(Continued on page 2)

A CALL TO ACTION:

Sign up the whole family for smARTS on October 21!
- Come. Grow. Here. St. Mark's is a place to grow. It’s a place to grow closer in our connection to God. It’s a place to grow
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. It’s a place to grow among and with
other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives.
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The Lion's Roar

(Continued from page 1)

costumes and clothes, and take photos of people and nature. And, these are not even exhaustive lists - the
people of St Mark’s never cease to amaze me. Nor do the ways that God continues to speak through our
artworks cease to amaze.
For the past four years we’ve had an after school program - smARTS - that has undergone several revisions
and reworkings. This year, we are making our biggest change to date. We are moving it from a weekday
afternoon program, to a Sunday-after-church happening. We are moving from a “semester” format to a
session-by-session format, where people don’t have to commit for 8 or 10 weeks, but to one day at a time.
We are hoping that this change enables and encourages more people to avail themselves of this
opportunity. Our first session will be Sunday October 21st, after church. We will share a lunch while learning
about the medium of the day, and its techniques, and then we’ll get down to work.

In this first session we will be exploring screen printing. It’s a fascinating, fun, and very practical medium.
The technique we’ll be learning will be able to produce professional quality printed t-shirts, paper art, fabric,
etc. If you decide to print a t-shirt, people will think you had it made by professional printing company. You
could use your screen print to sell something in the church store, to make Christmas presents for your loved
ones, or to make a printed fabric that you could later turn into a handbag, piece of clothing, etc.
The supplies for one screen for printing is approximately $20, so we are asking that you offer this as a
suggested donation, and sign up in advance so that we can have the appropriate materials for everyone. If
someone wanted to make more than one image for printing, each additional would be $15. If a mother and
son wanted to make just one image between the two of them, it’s just $20. You can sign up on the website!
Peace,
Rick

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS:

This year, St. Mark’s Youth Group is blessed to announce a new addition - a 6th grade Rite 13 class! After
long and prayerful discussion, we understood the growing need to begin this faithful journey with Christ with
this increasing body of students. Thanks be to God and all of his faithful servants who were instrumental in
making this adventure a reality. All 6th graders are invited to join for fellowship and learning at our scheduled
meeting time of 9:00 Am in the Gogerty Room. Bagels will be provided for all our Youth Group students
prior to class in the kitchen. Parents are invited to help keep our bagel fellowship going by signing into our
Google bagel doc or seeing me.
Also, don’t forget that our Youth Groups meet for class the 1st and 3rd Sundays for class and the 2nd for
group forum with the congregation. This year we have added a youth Bible study class on the 4th Sundays.
It will be a great place for our young adults to share their faith and fellowship while learning about God’s
gracious love.

2018 VESTRY

Comm. / Evangelism: Eileen Barna
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin

Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley
Senior Warden: Jim Nishimura
Junior Warden: Jim Lunny
Grounds: Norm Graff
Buildings: Jeff Hooper
Outreach: Lea O’Shea
Finance: Dave Taylor
Stewardship: Gerald Mcdonnell
Christian Ed. / Youth Ministry: Alisa Larner

Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus: Chip Hughes
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post
Sunday School Director: John Lyga
J2A Activities Coordinator: Tammy Young
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Warden’s Corner
Stewardship season is now upon us. For some, it is a time that can be a little scary or awkward. For others,
it can be a time that we look at priorities in our lives. For others, the decision is easy and made from the
heart. Personally, this time of year is always a time of reflection for me.
There was a period of time that I would have written something around the Episcopal Church’s three-legged
stool of Time Talent and Treasure. Recently it has been a time for me to reflect upon my relationship with
God and how that relationship has influenced my relationship with others. Do I “re-gift” God’s blessing to
others? Is my generosity the giving of myself and not just the giving of my excess? Am I caring, giving and
forgiving others as God wants me to do? I often think of an analogy someone once told me…….when standing in front of a pot of soup, do I take my spoon and feed myself or do I pick up the ladle and feed others?
May the blessing of the Lord be with you all.
++ Yours in faith
Jim Nishimura, Senior Warden james.nishimura@cgi.com; 908-625-7103

Finance Report
October Lion’s Roar (August YTD Results)
Operating Net Income through August is $247K; -$7K vs Budget. The lower net income is a result of
lower pledged income receipts and timing of the spring fundraiser (moved to the fall).
YTD operating expenses are slightly above forecast. Higher building costs are partially offset by lower expenses across other budget categories.
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Sermons & Readings:

Fr. Rick has begun a regular weekly blog posting on the church website. You can find them either at the bottom of the church website, or you can get links to them on our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram feeds.
October 7 - As October begins, we begin a three week foray into the Book of Job, which asks the perennial
question: Why do bad things happen to good people?
October 14 - In a truly amazing scene, a man asks Jesus “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” What a
question! And… even better… Jesus gives an answer. The answer might surprise you. This Sunday is also
our Recovery Sunday - a great opportunity to be reminded of how Jesus gives us life even in the deepest
darkness.
October 21 - Two of Jesus’ closest disciples were two brothers, James and John, who Jesus gives the nickname “the sons of thunder.” What do you have to do to get this nickname! In the lesson for this Sunday we
find an answer.
October 28 - Today we get the end of the Job story. Most scholars believe that the ending of the story is a
very late addition, meant to soften the blow of the whole book. But, I think it only highlights the unanswerable
question of evil in the world.

FELLOWSHIP

Sip and Savor

Save The Date!!

Saturday, October 27, 2018
Fun, Food, Fellowship

Please join us for a unique St. Mark’s experience.
~ Taste and compare wine and cheese from six countries
~ Engage in a fun-filled basket auction
~ Savor a splendid variety of delicious food such as:
•

Top sirloin steak with roasted potatoes and caramelized onions

•

Roast Atlantic Salmon with Braised Red Potatoes, late harvest leeks and Dijon-dill vinaigrette

•

Asian quinoa salad with Napa cabbage Roasted butternut squash and asparagus with shallots

•

Moroccan Lentil and baby spinach salad

•

Hungry yet?

•

And of course – wine with dinner

First and foremost, this is a fellowship event, so consider inviting some friends along to enjoy the evening. More to come soon on how to buy tickets. We also are looking for volunteers to help with organization,
set-up, and clean-up. Please also consider donating a basket or auction item for the night….every bit helps
in making it a successful stewardship event also. Please contact Betsy Coffin (908-766-0158), Gerry McDonnell (908-255-7747), or Lea O’Shea (908-803-9462) if you need more details.
Purchase tickets by sending a check to St. Mark’s, bring a check to church on Sunday or going online to
Eventbrite from the St. Mark’s website. Limited number of spaces, so reserve now!
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God’s Giving Garden -

Three cheers for the garden a plenty! Despite our unfavorable weather, we have harvested almost 1500 lbs
so far this year. Thanks to all of our volunteers for going strong!

Saturdays in Somerville -

For all five Saturdays in September, volunteers from St. Marks distributed
food to folks who can’t get to the food bank during the week. Thanks to
God’s Giving Garden, donations included fresh produce. Thanks so much
to Jackie Taylor for your dedication to this program and to all the
volunteers!

Rummage

Special thanks to Annabelle, Kit and
Harry for another amazing Rummage
sale. Your hard work and dedication is
much appreciated! See you in April!

RUMMAGE SALE THANK YOU, THANK YOU

We would like to thank everyone who got involved in one way or another
with the Fall 2018 Rummage Sale. We netted just over $9,000.00. This
year, the April and September Rummage Sales totaled $20,000.00 – an
incredible achievement considering that we sell everything so cheaply. It
is very gratifying to see the St. Mark’s community come together in order
to make this important fundraiser such a success. The Rummage Sale would not be possible without your
involvement and your kind donations. We are very fortunate to be members of a parish that gives so
generously to support the Church. We hope you enjoyed the fellowship we experienced during rummage
week.
Our next sale will be April 5th & 6th, 2019. Again, many thanks for making the Fall 2018 Rummage Sale
such a success.
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlan and Annabelle Wilmer

Laughter In The Pews

A Message from the Senior Wellness Center

The Senior Wellness Center, located at 202 Mt Airy Road in
Basking Ridge, invites you to attend our programs. They
range from educational to entertaining and are available to
Somerset County residents age 60 and above. In October
we offer "Oktoberfest", floral arranging workshop, identity
theft protection, greeting card workshop and live Americana
music performances to name a few! There is no charge for
these programs and we also offer a full lunch for a donation
of just $2.50.
For more info, please call Kristen, 908-204-3435.

Fall Gathering of the Women of St. Mark’s –
Tuesday, 10/16 @ 6:30pm
Join together for food, fun and fellowship (destination to be
determined). Sign up in the link or call Carol DeCoste,
908-766-0409 or g.decoste@yahoo.com
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Sunday School Happenings:
Sunday school is off to a great start this Fall! Please check out the bulletin board in the link and sign up to
help teach a class. Also, October 28th will be our first family service this Fall. The children have been working hard in chapel learning music for the service. The Sunday school and youth groups will be involved in
the entire family service from singing to ushering, greeting and reading. Please save the date!
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Birthdays
10/3 Noelle Luongo
10/4 Kristi Phillips
Jason Wiatroski
10/7 Gerry Acheson
10/8 Jennifer Solon
Libby Denechaud
Alexander Sockolof
10/9 Danielle Gogerty
10/11 Bill Richardson
10/12 Eileen Barna
10/13 Janet Williams
10/14 Phoebe Menter
Anne Post
10/15 Betsy Coffin
Molly Walsh
Elizabeth Walsh
10/17 Justin Lazo
10/18 Ann Rosenblum
Casiana Omick
10/21 Daniel Ittycheria

10/22
10/24
10/26
10/28
10/30

Ella Hargy
Ally Denechaud
James Post
Adelaida Conover
Karen Morley
Paige Salmon
10/31 Chip Hughes

10/5
10/7
10/11
10/12

Bernie & Meg Jewson
Jeff & Martha Heiner
Bill & Adriane Walsh
Chip & Claudia Hughes
Ben & Winny Hargy
10/17 Bob & Dottie Dauernheim
10/21 Gerald & Christina
Creighton
10/24 Jim & Carol DeCoste
Jim & Eileen Barna

Anniversaries

10/2 Tom & Sharon Defeo

MONTHLY CALENDAR

Spotlight Events!

Sunday
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School

Pet Blessing at Harry Dunham Indoor Pavilion
Saturday, October 6

9am Wednesday in Post Chapel

Sip and Savor
Saturday, October 27

5pm Saturday, Harry Dunham Park Indoor Pavilion

Morristown Soup Kitchen
Wednesday, October 31

Oct 2
Holly Manor, 10am
Oct 4
Ridge Oak, 10am
Fellowship Village, 11am
Oct 11
Fellowship Village, 11am

smARTS begins Sunday, October 21st

Meetings:
Oct 8
Wardens & Finance Meeting
Oct 15
Vestry Meeting
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