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420 miles 

4 boxes of chalk 

12 cups of coffee 

105 homes 

Dogs and cats… I wish I had counted! 
 

What fun the Blessing of Homes were this Epiphany! I’m so grateful to have been 
invited into so many homes to pray with you for your home itself and the lives that 
are lived there. 
 

By now, we all know that the blessing of homes is done around the Feast of the 
Epiphany because it’s then that we remember the Magi who traveled to Jesus’ 
home, where they blessed him with their presence and their gifts. 
 

On a deeper level though, I think we bless homes because that’s where we live out 
most of our lives - that’s where so many relationships flourish. It’s also the “home-
base” for our faith. Yes, we have a marvelous church home, but we’re only there for 
an hour a week. Our homes are the places where we spend most of our time in 
prayer, most of our time growing in our faith, and passing the faith on to the next 
generation. 
 

There was something to putting the cassock on and heading out to people where 
they live. Usually I put the robes on when people come here for a service. But, in a 
real way in the blessing of homes, the Church comes to you. 
 

Anyway, I found the whole thing to be amazing, and I’m already planning for next 
year! I learned a lot, and I have some ideas on how to make it even better. 
 

May God continue to bless you, your home, and your hearth throughout this year. 
 

Peace, 
 

Rick 
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February 2019 

- Come. Grow. Here. - 
St. Mark's is a place to grow. It’s a place to grow closer in our connection to God. It’s a place to grow 
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. It’s a place to grow among and with 

other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives. 

Blessed are you 
who are poor, 
for yours is the 

kingdom of God. 
 

Blessed are you 
who are hungry 
now, for you will 

be filled. 
 

Blessed are you 
who weep now,  

for you will laugh. 
 

Luke 6:20-21 

A CALL TO ACTION: 
Alpha begins on February 12th. Plan on coming AND consider inviting someone that night. 
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The Lion's Roar 

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS: 
 
Blessings, All!   
 
While it may seem a little hard to believe, 
March is right around the corner and you know 
what that means - SHROVE TUESDAY 
PANCAKES!  And we are calling all volunteers 
ready, willing and able to lend our youth a 
hand, to please join us, on Tuesday, 05 March, 
for the annual feast.  All positions are 
available, from setter-uppers to breaking-
downers, and everything in between - cooks, 
adult overseers, servers (and of course 
anyone who would just like to lend an 
appetite!)   
 
If this sounds like the ministry you’ve been 
looking for, please drop me a line. I’d love to 
put you on our list. And be certain to watch for 
upcoming details as the time grows closer. 
Rev. Tammy  

FELLOWSHIP 

 
Please remember that the mid-lent brunch will 
be Sunday March 24th.  
 
As always the kitchen is the place to be so 
please volunteer to cook and serve, and of 
course bring a dish to share.  
 
Many Thanks, Betsy 

APRIL 5TH AND 6TH 2019 
 

SET UP:     Saturday,  March 30th   9:30am 
SORT:   Sunday, March 31st– Thursday, April 

4th 
DONATIONS:   Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM until 

Wednesday, April 3rd 
BAKE SALE:  Baked good delivered Thurs PM or  
 Fri/Sat AM 
SALE:  Friday, April 5th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 
 Saturday, April 6th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 
CLEAN UP:  Saturday, April 6th- 2:30 PM 
 

We need significant donations of your unwanted and un-
used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell you 
friends and family of the opportunity to donate their 
unwanted good to the St. Mark’s Rummage Sale.  
 

Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept: 
Mattresses or box springs 
Electronic equipment over 5 years old. No computer 
without hard drive,  with chips older than Pentium or non-
color monitors. No dot matrix printers.  
No Cribs or Baby equipment over 5 years old that are not 
to safety codes 
Sporting equipment over 5 years old 
Exercise equipment 
Christmas tree stands 
Suitcases without wheels 
Analog TV, VHS Tapes or Cassettes 
Books – only current novels, historical or children’s 
books.  
Shoes – only in good condition.  
No gas operated machinery 
 

A Favor Please: 
Toys - please bundle parts together 
Men’s suits and jackets – please mark the size and pin to 
lapel. 
Mark linen sizes 

 
Please look for the sign up sheet and help make this 
another successful fund raiser for the church.  We look 
forward to working with you and sharing in the fellowship. 

Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer 
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Birthdays 
 

 
  

2/1 Almon Lee 
2/3  Lesley Acheson 
 Nancy Brangaccio 
 Alexander Trucco 
 Alain Van Loo 
2/4  Blanca Ibanez 
2/6  Jeff Raunec 
 Christopher Walker 
2/7  Ryan Gogerty 
2/8  Jeff Rosenblum 
 Amy Rosenblum 
2/9  Christian Luongo 
2/10  Caleb Larner 
 Colin Seitz 
 Jacob Sockolof 
2/11  Kaitlin Solon 
2/12  Betsy Spindler 
 Matthew Trucco 
2/13  Ron Buesser 
2/14  Spencer DeFeo 
2/15  Steve Omick 
2/16  David Aul 

2/17  Alice Lapier 
2/18  Jaime Lunny 
 Teddy Phillips 
2/19  Lorri Layton 
2/20  Theresa Wojnar 
2/21  Bernie Jewson 
2/24  Bill Wilkes 
2/27  Ethan Barna 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

2/13 Frank & Doriann Sanchez 

2/21 Nick & Adelene Sant Foster 

Worship: 
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School 
9am Wednesday in Post Chapel 
Saturday Evenings, 5pm in Post Chapel 
 

Feb 7 
Ridge Oak, 10am 
Fellowship Village, 11am 

Feb 4 
Holly Manor, 10am 
Fellowship Village, 11am   

 
Meetings:  

Feb 11 
Wardens & Finance  
Meeting 
 
Feb 18 
Vestry Meeting 
 

Spotlight Events  
Alpha Kick-off Night  
Feb 12, 7pm 

 
Keansburg Soup Kitchen 
Weds, 2/6 & 2/20 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 

Thank you for you generosity during our stewardship 
season.  In case you missed the 2019 annual meeting 
on the 27th January, you may be interested in some of 

the data we were able to 
share.  Our average pledge 
amount has actually increased 
this year, but I am afraid we are 
down on the overall number of 
pledges this year due to various 
situations.  But it is never too late 
to pledge, so it you did not just 

get a chance over the season please do not hesitate to 
let me or the office know. Every little bit helps to con-
tribute to our overall mission as a community.  Many of 
you are also finding that companies are also interested 
to match pledges to various charitable organizations, 
and that this can include St. Mark’s; this is a great way 
to maximize your pledge and if you need any advice on 
this please feel free to contact me.  If you have already 
included this, take some time to ensure you provide the 
necessary information to your employer so that they 
can enable their matching scheme. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Upcoming Sundays 
 
February 3 - We will hear those 
amazing words from Jeremiah: 
“Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you.” 
 

Feb 10 - There’s this remarkable 
passage in Isaiah where we get a 
glimpse into the heavenly throne 
room - of which we hear the echoes 
every Sunday we gather. 
 

Feb 17 - Everyone knows the 
beatitudes from the Sermon on the 
Mount, but there’s another version 
of the beatitudes from the Sermon 
on the Plain in Luke. 
 

Feb 24 - A lot of the things that 
Jesus taught were things that had 
been said before, either in the Old 
Testament or in other ancient 
religions. There is one thing that 
Jesus taught that was absolutely 
new in the history of the world. We’ll 
hear it this Sunday. 
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Instead of hibernating during these cold Winter days, think about how you can help those in need!  Here are 
some ways: 
 

• Cook, volunteer, or donate for Keansburg.  We serve lunch twice a 
month and last year served over 15,000 meals.   

 Click the link in the Little Roar to sign up. 
 Call Jan Williams if you’d like to serve 
 Donate in the basket in the Narthex 
 

• Contribute non-perishable food any time using the bin in the link 
 These items are delivered to the Somerset County Food 

Bank weekly. 
 

• Serve lunch at the Morristown Soup Kitchen to those in need 
 Check the Little Roar for the dates or contact Kit McLaughlin 

 
 
You can also start cleaning your house to gather your rummage items!  Early reminder - Spring rummage is 
scheduled for April 5th and 6th. 

Sunday School Happenings 
 
We are continuing to use the Digin program.  We are 
starting a new module this winter,  Digging Into 
Discipleship. Digging Into Discipleship brings a fresh 
approach to growing a lifelong relationship with God. 
As kids explore God’s character throughout the Bible, 
God transforms them from the inside out. Kids 
discover what it means to reflect the heart of God in 
everyday life. 
 

As a reminder to new families; children preschool up 
to 5th grade meet in the large classroom by 10 am. 
We start our Chapel service at 10 where we are 
joined by the youth groups R13 and J2A for a brief 
service and singing then back to the classroom for 
our weekly short video and lesson and most often a 
fun craft or science project related to the bible 
lesson.   Children are back with their families ahead 
of communion. 
 

All children are welcome, regular members and 
visitors alike. Adults of all ages are welcome to help 
or teach a class.  All materials are provided and 
lessons are available in advance online. 

Laughter In The Pews 
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WARDEN’S CORNER: 
 
We had a great Annual Meeting, and I am 

happy to let you know that your vestry is going in to 
2019 organizationally strong and aligned to support 
our Rector and the goals he has set out for our 
church family. 

On Easter 2017, St. Mark’s adopted its current 
Triennial Vision and its now familiar tagline Come. 
Grow. Here.  In my remarks yesterday, I spoke about 
growth, largely from the perspective of the need to 
grow our financial support in order to accomplish the 
many things we as a church family would like to do.  
And certainly this is an imperative. 

But our vision of Come. Grow. Here. is much 
larger than that.  It recognizes that people come to 
St. Mark’s for many different reasons and have varied 
needs. 

Our vision includes Alpha, a program intended 
to reach out to those who want to broaden their 
Christian faith and become members of the St. 
Mark’s family, but also to current members of St. 
Mark’s who wish to grow spiritually and deepen their 
understanding of their faith. 

It includes our many Outreach programs that 
provide food, clothing and support to many outside 
our church family while at the same time affording the 
opportunity to members of our church family to 
participate and grow in that way. 

And it includes Christian Education, Sunday 
School, our youth programs and adult forums, all 
opportunities to grow our understanding of our faith.  

And of course while we look to grow, including 
in membership, we remain equally committed to what 
we used to call Inreach and ensuring that we are 
meeting the varied needs of our current family 
members.  I spoke of the exercise we conducted at 
our Vestry Retreat, reviewing the entire St. Mark’s 
membership list, with the objective of identifying any 
who have become disconnected, who are 
homebound due to illness, who we have not seen 
recently, or who simply need a visit.  Staying 
connected with and nurturing our family members is 
one of Father Rick’s key responsibilities, and it was 
clear from our review that he has done a very good 
job with that.  But it is not just Father Rick’s job, 
staying connected with each other is really all of our 
jobs.  Several of our members, led by Nancy 
Brangaccio, already are working actively to ensure 
that homebound parishioners are visited.  And as we 
start the cottage meetings that Father Rick spoke of, 
we will have a further opportunity to ensure that all 
members of the St. Mark’s family remain well 
connected. 

We have many great things ahead of us this 
year.  Please Come. Grow. Here. with us. 

 

Jim Lunny, Senior Warden 

 

St. Mark’s completed a very 
successful 2018.  Total 2018 
Operating Income was $391k 
(000); $3k above 2017 and $9k 
above budget.  Total Operating 
Expense was $386k; +$5k higher 
than budget.  Strong Operating 
income enabled St. Mark’s to 
have a Net Income of $5k for 
2018.     

Total Pledged Income is down 
slightly for 2019.  The finance 
committee and vestry worked to 
ensure we have a balanced 
budget by reducing building costs 
to offset higher personnel costs.  

FINANCE REPORT— December 2018 YTD Results 
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2019 VESTRY 
 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Jim Lunny 
Junior Warden: Joan Graff 
Grounds: Pete Kochek  
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Lea O’Shea 
Finance: David Taylor 
Stewardship: Gerald Mcdonnell 
Christian Education: Laura Mooney  
Youth Ministry: Rev. Tammy Young 

 
 
Comm. / Evangelism: Eileen Barna 
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
 
 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Jim Nishimura 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Tammy Young 

Lifetime Stewardship Award for 2018 
 
St Mark's has had some very hard-working parishioners 
over the years, but this year we recognize the first one who 
went so far as to move his residence so he could be across 
the street from his volunteer work at the church. 
 
Bruce Walker has been involved in parish affairs from the 
time he became a member here 20 years ago, and his 
contributions have ranged from top leadership positions to 
the grungiest duties. He has led our business affairs as 
Junior and Senior Warden, served on the Vestry, and 
currently sits on the Building and Grounds Committee. 
 
He knows his way around tools and dirty work gloves, 
working on Habitat for Humanity projects, building the 
creche that graces Finley Avenue at Christmastide, and 
always on hand for projects around the grounds. He also 
knows his way around strings, frets and picks, frequently 
being heard playing his guitar during traditional and non-
traditional services. 
 
Last time the chapel was scraped and painted, he was the 
guy up on the ladder doing the job. Because he keeps 
himself in good physical shape and knows where everything 
goes, he is part of the crew whenever anything has to be set 
up or taken down: Rummage Sale, September Song, 
brunch. He is sometimes seen in remote corners of the 
Rectory, taking care of odd jobs to keep it livable for the 
Rector and his family. 
 
For a while, when there was no one else to do a job, we 
think the attitude of the Vestry was "Why hire a Sexton when 
Bruce lives just across the street?" That's Bruce Walker, the 
well-deserved recipient of this year's Lifetime Stewardship 
Award. 


