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The Monthly Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Basking Ridge, New Jersey 

Late last month I travelled to Phoenix with Chip & Claudia Hughes and Lea O’Shea. 
The trip was during the last blast of the polar vortex, so one would be forgiven if 
they thought we were just escaping the freezing cold for warm and sunny days. 
However, we were there for a legitimate reason!: The Alpha USA conference. 

This wasn’t necessarily a training for Alpha—although it did provide some of that 
too. But, really, it was a national gathering of parishes and parish leaders who are, 
or who are thinking of, utilizing Alpha. I’m guessing that there were somewhere 
between 1,500 and 2,000 of us there from across the United States, and from a 
great diversity of churches. 

In fact, that’s one of the things which surprised me the most about my experience. 
There was a significant representation of large evangelical churches present, but 
that wasn’t all there was. There were also a HUGE number of Roman Catholic 
Churches in the house. There were priests, monks, and nuns walking around the 
conference with the whole regalia on. I sat in on a breakout discussion in a sea of 
representatives from Catholic Churches, some of whom were thinking of doing 
Alpha, and several who were testifying to Alpha’s transformative effect on their 
church. 

And, that was my big takeaway: Alpha changes the DNA of a parish. It gets people 
connected deeper to their own faith. It gets people thinking of who they can share 
their faith, and their church, with. It raises up a cadre of leaders who are intentional 
about how they pray, how they worship, and how they live out their Christian lives. 

I came home from the conference very excited, and I’m already signed up to go 
again next year! The potential of this rather simple tool is vast. I’ve heard from 
people directly about how it has unleashed amazing new avenues for churches 
across the country, and the globe. Between the excitement I feel, and some of the 
tips we received in Phoenix, you’re going to start to see “Alpha” pop up everywhere.  

My real hope though, is that it starts showing up in our hearts. 

Peace, Fr. Rick 

March 2019 

- Come. Grow. Here. - 
St. Mark's is a place to grow. It’s a place to grow closer in our connection to God. It’s a place to grow 
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. It’s a place to grow among and with 

other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives. 

After his baptism, 
Jesus, full of the 

Holy Spirit, 
returned from the 
Jordan and was 

led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness, 
where for forty 
days he was 

tempted by the 
devil. He ate 
nothing at all 
during those 

days, and when 
they were over, 

he was famished. 
The devil said to 
him, "If you are 
the Son of God, 
command this 

stone to become 
a loaf of bread." 
Jesus answered 
him, "It is written, 

'One does not 
live by bread 

alone.'" 

 

Luke 4:1-2 

A CALL TO ACTION:  On Monday March 4th at 7:30PM in the chapel we’re going to have a 
prayer gathering, where we can begin to prepare our hearts and minds for Lent. There will be music, 
time for group prayer, and prayer stations for people to have some quiet time. Come!  



2 

The Lion's Roar 

APRIL 5TH AND 6TH 2019 
 

SET UP:     Saturday,  March 30th   9:30am 
SORT:   Sunday, March 31st– Thursday, April 

4th 
DONATIONS:   Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM until 

Wednesday, April 3rd 
BAKE SALE:  Baked good delivered Thurs PM or  
 Fri/Sat AM 
SALE:  Friday, April 5th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 
 Saturday, April 6th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 
CLEAN UP:  Saturday, April 6th- 2:30 PM 
 

We need significant donations of your unwanted and un-
used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell you 
friends and family of the opportunity to donate their 
unwanted good to the St. Mark’s Rummage Sale.  
 

Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept: 
Mattresses or box springs 
Electronic equipment over 5 years old. No computer 
without hard drive,  with chips older than Pentium or non-
color monitors. No dot matrix printers.  
No Cribs or Baby equipment over 5 years old that are not 
to safety codes 
Sporting equipment over 5 years old 
Exercise equipment 
Christmas tree stands 
Suitcases without wheels 
Analog TV, VHS Tapes or Cassettes 
Books – only current novels, historical or children’s 
books.  
Shoes – only in good condition.  
No gas operated machinery 
 

A Favor Please: 
Toys - please bundle parts together 
Men’s suits and jackets – please mark the size and pin to 
lapel. 
Mark linen sizes 

 
Please look for the sign up sheet and help make this 
another successful fund raiser for the church.  We look 
forward to working with you and sharing in the fellowship. 

Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer 

Sunday School Happenings 
 
Haven’t you always wanted to affect the lives of 
our youngest parishioners?  The children are 
our future and most importantly the future of our 
church and community.  Come join the 
Christian Education Commission.  We are 
looking for 2 to 3 parent volunteers of school 
aged children to join the Christian Education 
Commission.  While on the commission we will 
discuss Christian Education at St. Mark’s and 
plan a path for the future and future generations 
at St. Mark’s.  Christian Education, the 
teachings of Jesus and The Bible are important 
parts in the development of all of us as 
Christians, especially our children.  If you are 
interested and would like to volunteer, please 
reach out to Laura Mooney call/text 908-319-
7547 or email MOONEYTL@verizon.net.  
Thank you!! 
 
We are continuing to use the Dig-In program. 
We are starting a new module this winter, 
Digging Into Discipleship. Digging Into 
Discipleship brings a fresh approach to growing 
a lifelong relationship with God. As kids explore 
God’s character throughout the Bible, God 
transforms them from the inside out. Kids 
discover what it means to reflect the heart of 
God in everyday life.  
 
As a reminder to new families; children 
preschool up to 5th grade meet in the large 
classroom by 10 am. We start our Chapel 
service at 10 where we are joined by the youth 
groups R13 and J2A for a brief service and 
singing then back to the classroom for our 
weekly short video and lesson and most often a 
fun craft or science project related to the bible 
lesson. Children are back with their families 
ahead of communion.  
 
All children are welcome, regular members and 
visitors alike. Adults of all ages are welcome to 
help or teach a class. All materials are provided 
and lessons are available in advance online. 

mailto:MOONEYTL@verizon.net
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Birthdays 
 

 
  

3/1 Nicholas Hale 
3/3  Eli Seitz 
3/5  Marcie Hanhart 
 Kaitlynn Iantosca 
3/6  Andrew Phillips 
 Christopher Richardson 
3/8  Louise Hale 
 Abigail Spindler 
3/11 Caroline Graff 
3/13 Lois Buesser 
 Jim DeCoste 
 Sharon Defeo 
 Jim Lunny 
3/14 Pat Hall 
 Nathaniel Pasquale 
3/18 Robert Phillips 
3/19 Kristen Glass 
 Julia Sanchez 
3/20 Lauran Corson 

3/23 Layston Badham 
 3/26 Gregory Heiner 
 James Heiner 
 3/27    Carol DeCoste 
     Martin Kendall 
    Ann Millan 
 3/28   Marilyn Lyga 
 3/29  Don Jones 
 3/30  Hannah Solon 
 
 

Anniversaries 
3/5    Matthew & Elizabeth Seitz 
3/7    Jeff & Libby West 
3/21  Doug & Anne Post 
3/23  Martin & Jean Kendall 

Worship: 
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School 
9am Wednesday in Post Chapel 
Saturday Evenings, 5pm in Post Chapel 
 

March 5 
Holly Manor, 10am 
Fellowship Village, 11am 

March 7 
Ridge Oak, 10am 
Fellowship Village, 11am   

 
Meetings:  

March 11 
Wardens & Finance  
Meeting 
 
March 18 
Vestry Meeting 
 

Spotlight Events  
Shrove Tuesday                    Celebrating 10 Years  
March 5                                   with the Morleys! 
            April 14th & April 27th 
Keansburg Soup Kitchen 

Weds, 3/6 & 3/20 
 

Lenten Brunch 

 March 24th after 10am service 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 

March 3 - This is the last Sunday in the Season of 
Epiphany. Every year on this day we hear about the 
Transfiguration—where Jesus takes Peter, James, and 
John up a high mountain and blows their minds. 

March 10 - This is the first Sunday in Lent, where we 
will hear Luke’s account of Jesus’ temptation in the de-
sert. 

March 17 - It’s the Second Sunday of Lent, but you’re 
welcome to wear green, of course, as it’s also St. Pat-
rick’s Day! We’ll reflect on the story of God’s promise to 
Abraham, as he directs Abraham’s vision to the starry 
sky above them. 

March 24 - Why do bad things happen to good people? 
It’s been the preeminent religious question for at least 
the last 3,000 years. On the Third Sunday in Lent we 
get to hear Jesus’ thoughts on the matter. 

March 31 - Jesus’ ministry was characterized by his 
willingness to hang out with sinners. If you think about 
it, he might have done better had he stuck with the 
“respectable” people. But, this opens a window on what 
Jesus believe the Kingdom of God to be all about. 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS 

FELLOWSHIP 

Please remember the mid Lent 
brunch on March 24th. We are 

always looking for kitchen help and 
setup and cleanup help, it’s easy 
and fun when everyone lends a 

hand.  Think about what you could 
bring to share, and we hope to see 

you there! 
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YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS: 
 

The Youth Group warmly invites you to share a few moments of prayerful devotion with them this Lent.  For 
the past several Sundays, our students have been quietly reflecting on God’s Word and what scripture 
means for their lives and the world.  Now they would like to share the fruits of their journey with you. Each 
week in Lent, we will be posting four of these reflections on St. Marks’ blog.  Each reading will be drawn 
from the Lectionary readings that week. So please be sure to check in and share some prayer with us. 

 January Operating Net Income is $46K.  Pledged Income received was higher than budgeted due to 
receipt of several full year pledges.  Thank you for a strong start in 2019.  

 January expenses were right in line with expectations.   

FINANCE REPORT— JANUARY YTD Results 

As we turn the corner closer to Spring, there are new opportunities to give the gift of your time. 
 We will be serving lunch at the Morristown Soup Kitchen on May 29th.  If you’re interested in 

helping out, please contact Kit McLaughlin @kit.mclstmk@gmail.com. 
 Keansburg - look in the Little Roar for dates to serve, make a meatloaf, or provide another 

requested item. 
 Rummage - there are so many opportunities to help: donate items, bake, sort, set-up, clean-

up.  Please come and we promise to put you to work! 
 

My column wouldn’t be complete if I did say - Come to Alpha!  Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm. :) 

mailto:kit.mclstmk@gmail.com
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WARDEN’S CORNER: 
 
For my first Warden’s Corner as your Junior Warden I 
would like to take a moment to reflect on my decision 
to accept the Warden position.  We have been 
members of St. Mark’s over 28 years and have 
enjoyed the opportunities that St. Mark’s enables for 
spiritual growth as well as fellowship and 
outreach.  More than the place we worship and look 
to for spiritual growth, St. Mark’s has been the place 
we turn to for opportunities to give back to the 
community, fellowship and a place where we have 
found very dear friends.  When our children were 
younger my activities centered around Sunday 
School, the Creche Service, the Rummage Sale and 
fellowship.  As the kids became older I went back to 
work full-time and found between work and holding 
the fort down at home my days were quite full.  Now, 
as happens, we are empty-nesters.  All of a sudden I 
have some free time and it is my pleasure to be able 
to devote more time to St. Mark’s.  This is a good 
time of life for me to take on more responsibility at St. 
Mark’s as my household responsibilities have 
decreased. 
  
The Vestry Retreat was in January and I look forward 
to the opportunity to work with a great Vestry.  We 

are excited to begin a Discernment project to identify 
who we are at St. Mark’s and who we want to be.  I  
think this will be a fun as well as a helpful and 
informative project and look forward to the fellowship 
and information this project will bring to St. Mark’s 
and our future.  The plan is to get together in small 
groups to talk about what St. Mark’s gives us, what 
we might need from St. Mark’s and how St. Mark’s 
can best meet those needs.  The meetings will occur 
in the late April, early May timeframe.  The Vestry 
would like to have maximum participation from the 
Congregation to make the project effective but this is 
also a fellowship opportunity to get together and 
socialize as well as gather information.  Additional 
details will be forthcoming. 
  
This year is Father Rick’s 10 year anniversary at St. 
Mark’s (his first Sunday service was May 3rd, 2009) 
and we can look forward to celebrating 10 years of 
his spiritual guidance and leadership.   It is hard to 
believe the Morley’s have been with us for 10 years 
but what a blessing it has been! We are planning a 
cocktail party on April 27th in the Parish Hall and a 
special Coffee Hour celebration on April 14th.  Mark 
your calendars and watch for more information.   
  
Joan Graff, Junior Warden  
joan.graff@ericsson.com 908-256-1751 

2019 VESTRY 
 
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley 
Senior Warden: Jim Lunny 
Junior Warden: Joan Graff 
Grounds: Pete Kochek  
Buildings: Jeff Hooper 
Outreach: Lea O’Shea 
Finance: David Taylor 
Stewardship: Gerald Mcdonnell 
Christian Education: Laura Mooney  
Youth Ministry: Tammy Young 
Comm. / Evangelism: Eileen Barna 
Membership:  Marcie Hanhart 

Fellowship: Betsy Coffin 
 
Non-Vestry Positions: 
Warden Emeritus: Jim Nishimura 
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post 
Sunday School Director: John Lyga 
J2A Activities Coordinator: Tammy Young 

Laughter In The Pews 

mailto:joan.graff@ericsson.com

