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Psalm 126:1-2
When the Lord
restored the
fortunes of Zion,
then were we like
those who dream.
Then was our
mouth filled with
laughter,
and our tongue
with shouts of joy.

On June 9th at 10AM we will be welcoming Bishop John Rabb, the retired Bishop
Suffragan of Maryland, for a service of confirmation. Our youth confirmation class
has been working really hard, and building lasting ties amongst themselves. I got to
be a part of their confirmation retreat a few weekends ago, and it was so much fun
being with them!
However, confirmation isn’t just something for young people. Confirmation is for
anyone who would like to make a commitment to God, to the Episcopal Church,
and would like to become a full member of this parish.
If you would like to be confirmed, PLEASE let me know.
And, confirmation isn’t the only thing that can happen on confirmation Sundays.
Some of us were confirmed ages ago, but perhaps we’d like to reaffirm our
commitment to God and the Church. People who are reaffirming their faith come up
and stand before the bishop, just like the confirmands, and the bishop prays over
them that their faith would be strengthened.

Whenever I see this I always wonder… why isn’t the whole place standing up and
reaffirming their faith? Isn’t this something that we ALL should be doing on a regular
basis? I mean, wouldn’t it be nice for a bishop to pray over each one of us that our
faith would be strengthened?
So, with that said, if you would like to reaffirm your faith on June 9th, please let me
know.
For those who are desiring confirmation, I’ll offer a few short classes on the very
basics of the faith and of the Episcopal Church. We’ll make those widely available,
and at different times so that everyone can participate.
I’m looking forward to June 9th! And, I hope you’ll look forward to it with me!

Fr. Rick

A CALL TO ACTION:

Consider being confirmed or reaffirming your faith on June 9th. Let’s make it a big party!
- Come. Grow. Here. St. Mark's is a place to grow. It’s a place to grow closer in our connection to God. It’s a place to grow
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. It’s a place to grow among and with
other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives.
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The Lion's Roar

YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS:
Many thanks to all of the
hearts and hands that helped
to make our Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper such a tremendous success!

APRIL 5TH AND 6TH 2019
We need significant donations
of your unwanted and un-used
items to make this sale the best
ever. Tell you friends and family
of the opportunity to donate their
unwanted good to the St. Mark’s
Rummage Sale.
Please look for the sign up
sheet and help make this another
successful fund raiser for the
church. We look forward to
working with you and sharing in
the fellowship.
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin
and Annabelle Wilmer

Order sheet on pages 6 & 7
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Birthdays
April 3
April 5
April 8
April 10
April 11
April 14
April 16
April 17
April 20
April 22
April 24
April 25
April 26
April 28
April 30

Scott Layton
Ryan Layton
Kit McLaughlan
Connie Smythe
Nicholas Coffin
John Wojnar
Katy Denechaud
River Luongo
Ripley Luongo
Bonnie Omick
Dawn Knill
Tyler Winter
Andrea Hooper
Ginny Best
Nancy Opremcak
Blake Fletcher
Jeanne Wyatt
Madison Sinofsky
Abby Larner
Bob Dauernheim
Patty Lunny

Anniversaries

April 16 Bucky & Phoebe
Menter
April 23 Brian & Christine
Marston

UPCOMING SUNDAYS

MONTHLY CALENDAR

April 7 - The Fifth Sunday in Lent - Mary took a pound
of incredibly expensive ointment, and anointed Jesus’
feet, setting off a whole debate over the appropriateness of this. Was her act of worship out of line?
April 14 - Palm Sunday - We’ll hear the story of Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and we’ll enter into the
Passion of Christ as Holy Week begins.
April 21 - Easter Sunday - The Day of Resurrection!
April 28 - The First Sunday After Easter - This Sunday
is always accompanied by the story of St Thomas
whose faith was challenged and then strengthened by
Jesus’ resurrection.
Spotlight Events
April 5 & 6 Rummage Sale
Keansburg Soup Kitchen
April 17th

Worship:
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Sunday School
9am Wednesday in Post Chapel
Saturday Evenings, 5pm in Post Chapel
Holy Week Services
April 14 Palm Sunday Service
April 18 Maundy Thursday, 7pm
(here at St. Mark’s with St. John’s)
April 19 Good Friday, noon
(at St. John’s, Bernardsville)
April 20 Holy Saturday 7pm, at St. John’s
April 2
Holly Manor, 10am
Fellowship Village, 11am
April 4
Ridge Oak, 10am
Fellowship Village, 11am
Meetings:
April 8 Wardens & Finance
April 15 Vestry Meeting

April 27th
Memorial Service for Daphne Kress, 12pm
Father Rick’s 10th Anniversary Party
5:30-7:30pm, in the parish hall
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Easter Ham Collection
Give some love this Easter season to the Somerset County Food Bank
by bringing a ham to the church or donate using the basket in the
Narthex. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
God’s Giving Garden
Work is starting at the community garden! If you’d like to volunteer to
help dig and get the garden ready for planting, please contact Jan
Williams (rjwillia16@gmail.com). She’ll add you to our work list and will
receive emails when a work session is scheduled.
Alpha
We’ve had a great start to our first Alpha session of 2019! If you feel like you’re missing out, no worries,
we’ll be starting another session this year. Feel free to pop in any Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and check
out a session. No need to register. Have questions? Email Lea O’Shea (leaoshea4@gmail.com).

RECEPTION – FATHER RICK’S 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
We will be recognizing the 10 year anniversary of the date that we were
blessed to have Father Rick come to St. Mark’s as our Rector and to have the
Morley family join the St. Mark’s family with a reception on Saturday, April
27th from 5:30 until 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall. Please join us for the
celebration! Call Ann in the church office to let us know you’re coming.
We will also be honoring Father Rick, Karen, Zoe and Maddie at a special
coffee hour after the 10:00 am service on Sunday, April 14th. So if you can’t
make it on the 27th, please join us for coffee on April 14th.
Please contact Joan Graff or Jim Lunny if you’d like to help with either event.

FINANCE REPORT— February YTD Results


February YTD Operating Net Income is $84K. Favorable YTD Pledged Income and Operating Revenue
is resulting from timing of full year pledged commitments received in the first two months of 2019. Thank
you for your support.
 February YTD expenses are slightly favorable to budget driven by timing of the variable expenses such
as snow removal and building maintenance. All other costs are in line with expectations.

4

WARDEN’S CORNER:

And finally, referring to the Diocesan budget, I can
see that the Diocese is dealing with the same
I was privileged to join Father Rick, Doug Post and
th
financial challenges that St. Mark’s deals with, except
David Taylor and represent St. Mark’s at the 235
on a bigger scale. Faced with constraints on its
Annual Convention of the Diocese of New Jersey,
nd
revenues, the Diocese has been forced to cut staff
held on March 2 in Cherry Hill. We joined
approximately 500 other representatives, clergy and and other operating costs, and to rely to an unhealthy
lay, from across the Diocese, and voted to approve or extent on its trust fund. Likely some of the operating
cost reductions and staff cuts were warranted. The
disapprove 11 resolutions, to fill 21 positions in the
good news is that the 2019 budget is balanced and
Diocese, and to approve the $3.9 Million budget.
the 2020 preliminary budget shows a positive path
I was left with a few strong impressions that I’d like to forward.
share. First, that St. Mark’s, as part of the Diocese of
New Jersey, is a member of a wonderful and diverse As St. Mark’s is funded primarily by the stewardship
family, with respect to race, gender, language spoken pledges of its members, the Diocese of New Jersey
is funded primarily by the contributions of its 139
and point of view. The convention opened with a
congregations. Going in to each year, the Diocese
Eucharist with the sermon given by the Right
asks each of its congregations to contribute a certain
Reverend Carlye Hughes, the recently elected
amount, as a percentage of the congregation’s
Bishop of the Diocese of Newark, our companion
income. And each year, the vestry of St. Mark’s, and
Diocese to the north. She is the first woman and
the vestries of the 138 others, discuss the request
African American to serve as Bishop of the Diocese
and decide how much can be given within the
of Newark, and she delivered a great sermon.
constraints of the upcoming year’s budget. For 2019,
My second impression was that I was reminded of
on average all 139 congregations gave about 70% of
the wide scope of the activities and resources of our the amount asked, with many significantly above that
Diocese. There are 139 congregations in our
rate and many below. Constrained by our mortgage
Diocese, all doing wonderful things as we do at St.
expense, St. Mark’s falls in the group that is currently
Mark’s but all also dealing with the same challenges giving significantly less than asked.
we deal with here. The Diocese offers resources and
activities on membership and growth, on stewardship We will be meeting in the near future with
representatives of the Diocese to further explore this
and fundraising, on youth ministry, and more. With
some exceptions, the lay members of St. Mark’s have topic. We will keep you informed.
not become involved with Diocesan activities and
Jim Lunny, Senior Warden
taken full advantage of Diocesan resources. We
have an opportunity to become further involved, and I
think we will realize benefits from our involvement.
As a new vestry member, I am honored and
privileged to be the one charged with making new
members of our St. Marks family feel welcomed and
included. I do not have any new initiatives to
announce with this letter, but I encourage all of you
to reach out to me with any ideas or interest you may
have in this area.

Thank you, Marcie Hanhart Membership

2019 VESTRY

Youth Ministry: Tammy Young
Comm. / Evangelism: Eileen Barna
Membership: Marcie Hanhart
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin

Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley
Senior Warden: Jim Lunny
Junior Warden: Joan Graff
Grounds: Pete Kochek
Buildings: Jeff Hooper
Outreach: Lea O’Shea
Finance: David Taylor
Stewardship: Gerald Mcdonnell
Christian Education: Laura Mooney

Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus: Jim Nishimura
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post
Sunday School Director: John Lyga
J2A Activities Coordinator: Tammy Young
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