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Take care! Be on
your guard
against all kinds
of greed; for
one’s life does
not consist in the
abundance of
possessions.
Luke 12:15

We certainly aren’t trying to hide the fact that we’re becoming an “Alpha” parish. This
tool for encouraging faith has been used across the world, in many languages, and
with millions and millions of people. It has changed lives, and it continues to change
and grow churches.

One of the great things about Alpha is that it’s not complicated at all. In fact, it’s
incredibly simple. We gather with a meal. We listen to a talk. We then have a group
discussion of the talk.
It’s amazing that something that simple can effect so much change in the world.
One of the movements of Alpha is to take it into places other than the church. So, there
are huge efforts aimed at bringing Alpha to prisons. There are workplace Alphas that
pop up, where people gather to do Alpha on their lunch breaks. And, there are Alphas
at Senior Centers, and other gatherings around communities.
We are going to be leading an Alpha at Ridge Oak this Fall. We’ve been a part of
Ridge Oak Senior Housing since its beginning, and many Ridge Oak’ers have been,
and continue to be, a huge part of St Mark’s. So, we are going to be offering Alpha at
1PM on Thursdays, starting on September 5th.
Instead of offering dinner, we’ll be offering coffee and some sweet treats. And then
we’ll go into the talk and the discussion which follows.
I am SO excited about this. I think it could be very good for the people of Ridge Oak,
AND I think it has the potential to be very good for us as well. If you would like to join
us - either as a participant, or as a volunteer - even for just a few weeks of the Alpha
series - we’d LOVE to have you! I’m doing most of the organizing of this Alpha, so just
let me know!
But, whether you come, or help, or not... please pray for us, and for those who God is
calling to be touched by Alpha this fall.

Peace, Rick

A CALL TO ACTION:

When you’re away this summer, listen in to the live cast on Facebook
Live, or watch the sermon on The Highlight Reel—stay connected, even if you’re at the beach!
- Come. Grow. Here. St. Mark's is a place to grow. It’s a place to grow closer in our connection to God. It’s a place to grow
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. It’s a place to grow among and with
other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives.
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The Lion's Roar

Stewardship
Last month we spoke about our ongoing stewardship theme of Gratitude, and how you as parishioners and
friends in our community make the mission and community of St. Mark’s a reality. In the next months we
wanted to share some thoughts from parishioners on what St. Mark’s means to them. This month, I had the
opportunity to sit down and speak to Marcie Hanhart to share her thoughts.
What does St Marks mean to you? The Episcopal Church is my religious home. I grew up very connected
to our local Episcopal Church, where I even had the opportunity to be one of the group of young children
who actually laid the cornerstone for our new church building. I see the church as part of my extended family. For me the Episcopal church is a family environment where I feel safe, and secure that people likely
share my values. This allows me to be open and honest with people on how I feel. It means a lot to me to
spend time with others who have the same beliefs and ethical structure as my own.
Do you have an example of an experience you treasure during your time at St Marks? Absolutely! It was the
Appalachian Services Project (ASP). I had wanted to participate in this for a long time but never got to do it
with my son, due to turmoil in our family life at that time. But I finally got to participate some years later and it
was such a rewarding experience. I remember Jeanie Wyatt showing me the ropes and many lighter moments. We all worked hard for the week. It was a joy, funny, great bonding and a huge learning experience
on many levels.
Why do you pledge or donate to St Marks? From my background, I certainly see this as a part of my duty to
the church community. But equally important, is that I I do not often find the time to do everything I would
like for others. I see pledging to St. Mark’s as being part of the way I can contribute to our mission as a
community. It is my way of optimizing how I can give back and know that every penny is going to a cause I
believe is valuable and needed.

Fellowship
Please remember to sign up for summer coffee hour. It's easy and fun just a cold drink and
snack, if the weather is nice right out front of the church. There are plenty of spots for
August! The sign-up sheet is in the Link
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Sunday School Happenings
Sunday Church School IS OUT FOR SUMMER!! As we get closer to the beginning of the school year be on
the lookout for announcements and emails!! Have a great summer!
VBS at St Mark’s this year will be having fun with Superheros! And, we’ll be looking at some of the themes
that come out of their stories, and pair them with some of the perennial themes of the Bible.
The camp runs August 12th through August 16th, from 9AM to 12PM.
On Thursday the 15th we will encourage the kids (and volunteers!) to come dressed as their favorite Superhero–so start thinking about that now!
On Friday the 16th we will be going to a trampoline park to celebrate the week that was past. There is a
separate charge for this—$20 per child.
Please click here for more info and to sign up.

Sunday, September 8th is ROCKET SUNDAY!! As many of you know, one of the biggest hits during the
Church Picnic is launching rockets in Harry Dunham with Dr. Lyga (it’s a thrill for some of the adults as well,
yours truly included!!). Getting to see how high they go, chasing them down, and finally the recovery mission (sometimes it’s a little harder than you think) makes for a fun time for all. So Sunday 8th (the Sunday
before the Church Picnic which is Sunday, September 15th) is ROCKET SUNDAY where the children get to
walk in the footsteps of famous rocket scientists like Robert Goddard and Mary Sherman Morgan and build
their own rocket. Stay tuned for more information!
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Birthdays
8-1
8-2
8-3
8-4
8-6

Adelene Sant Foster
Carole Pasquale
Danielle Lupo
Bill Coffin
Samantha Glass
Lia Knill
8-7 Morgan Defeo
Samantha Lunny
8-11 Bill Walsh
Claudia Van Loo
8-12 Lisa Keenan
Laura Mooney
8-13 Sarah Post
8-14 Jean Kendall
Kevin Larner
8-15 Ed Kirch
8-16 Soren Van Loo
8-17 Emma Laneese
Peter Phillips
8-18 Robert Buesser
Jeffery Heiner
Kristen Lunny

8-20
8-21
8-22
8-25
8-26
8-27
8-28

Anniversaries

Kiyomi Urbas
Bonnie Kelly
Emie Williams
Miles Kochek
David Taylor
Sophia Donelan
Tom Mooney
Bruce Walker
Tosan Eweka
Matthew Seitz
Jessica Solon
Hannah Richardson
Kevin Lazo

UPCOMING SUNDAYS

8-6
8-9
8-10
8-27
8-28

Mike & Ann Millan
Robert & Jennifer Phillips
Joe & Lorri Layton
Bill & Betsy Coffin
John & Theresa Wojnar

MONTHLY CALENDAR

Sermons & Readings
August 4 - One of the topics that Jesus talks about the
most is... money. And, on this Sunday we’ll hear challenging us to not make life about the acquisition of possessions.
August 11 - The eleventh chapter of Hebrews is a tour
de force on faith - which begs the question: What is
faith?

Worship:
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:15 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
9am Wednesday in the Sanctuary
Aug 1
Ridge Oak, 10am
Fellowship Village, 11am
Aug 6
Holly Manor, 10am

August 18 - “We are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses.” These words from the Book of Hebrews
remind us that we are not alone in this world, but that
the forebears of our faith are with us on our own journey of faith.

Aug 19

August 25 - What does it mean to come near to God
and worship? The biblical picture of this is a lot bigger
than what we normally think of. We’ll round out the last
of three Sundays in the Book of Hebrews talking about
worship with “reverence and awe.”

No finance or vestry meetings this month
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Holly Manor, Bible Study, 10am
Meetings:

Blood Drive Thanks so the generous donations at St. Marks, the Red Cross collected 21 precious pints which is
equal to about 63 lives saved!
Saturdays in Somerville Looking for Volunteers, 9:30-noon on September Saturdays: 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th at the new
pantry location the Shiloh Pentecostal Church located at 139 Davenport St., Somerville. We’ll
distribute food to folks who aren’t able to make it to the food bank during the week. Please contact
Lea O’Shea (leaoshea4@gmail.com) for more details.
For summer collection, we've liked to ask for laundry detergent (on sale many stores this week),
toilet paper ("spare a square"), toothpaste and toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, and sturdy
grocery bags. Please leave the items in the Link. Thanks for your generosity!
God’s Giving Garden Say yes if you’ve seen the gigantic carrot in the Narthex! We’re measuring the total pounds of fresh
produce that the garden yields. We’re up to 480 lbs as of this Sunday. That’s as much as a 50
gallons of paint! Thanks to all of the volunteers and keep coming every Saturday at 9:30am. Check
the Little Roar for other times.

2019 VESTRY
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley
Senior Warden: Jim Lunny
Junior Warden: Joan Graff
Grounds: Pete Kochek
Buildings: Jeff Hooper
Outreach: Lea O’Shea
Finance: David Taylor
Stewardship: Gerald Mcdonnell
Christian Education: Laura Mooney
Comm. / Evangelism: Eileen Barna
Membership: Marcie Hanhart
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin
Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus: Jim Nishimura
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post
Sunday School Director: John Lyga

5

ST. MARK’S FALL 2019 RUMMAGE SALE
SEPTEMBER 13TH & 14TH , 2019
SAVE THE DATES
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
GIVE OF YOUR TIME
SET UP: Saturday, September 7th 9:30am
SORT:
Sunday, September 8th – Thursday, September 12th
DONATIONS: Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM until Wednesday, September 11th
BAKE SALE: Baked good delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM
SALE:
Friday, September 13th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
Saturday, September 14th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
CLEAN UP: Saturday, September 14th - 2:30 PM
We need significant donations of your unwanted and un-used items to make this sale the best ever. Tell you
friends and family of the opportunity to donate their unwanted good to the St. Mark’s Rummage Sale.
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept:
Mattresses or box springs
Electronic equipment over 5 years old. No computer without hard drive, with chips older than Pentium or
non-color monitors. No dot matrix printers.
No Cribs or Baby equipment over 5 years old that are not to safety
codes
Sporting equipment over 5 years old
Exercise equipment
Christmas tree stands
Suitcases without wheels
Analog TV, VHS Tapes or Cassettes
Books – only current novels, historical or children’s books.
Shoes – only in good condition.
No gas operated machinery
A Favor Please:
Toys - please bundle parts together
Men’s suits and jackets – please mark the size and pin to lapel.
Mark linen sizes
Please look for the sign up sheet and help make this another successful fund raiser for the church. We look
forward to working with you and sharing in the fellowship.
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer
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