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Psalm 66:1
Be joyful in God, all
you lands;
sing the glory of his
Name;
sing the glory of his
praise.

A few weeks ago I saw one of the scariest things I ever saw in a church: a
group of painters had set up a long, thin run of scaffolding, and had lashed a
huge ladder on top of it. Then a painter climbed onto the scaffolding, up the
ladder, and into the highest peak at the front of the church. (There’s a pic on
page 4)

The scaffolding was bouncing, the ladder was bending and swaying, and that
guy was just up there painting his little heart out.
And then his cellphone went off, and he reached into his pocket and took the
call!
Anyhow, eventually he came back down, and the painting was finished. And, it
looks TERRIFIC.
This is, of course, the painting project that the parish contributed towards in
honor of our ten years together as rector and congregation. I am SO grateful for
this gift. Thank you.
Every time I walk into the church and I see the new kneelers, the refinished
furniture, the new flooring, I feel the gentle breeze from the new Air
Conditioner, and now I look up into the highest peaks of the church and I see
fresh paint—I am moved by a sense of gratitude.
In the past ten years, almost every square inch of our worship space has been
newly sanded, shellacked, painted, re-covered with flooring, or needlepointed.
Your vestry is working right now on getting the exterior of the church
repainted—after maybe 50 years since the last painting!—and once that’s done
we’ll have rehabbed almost the whole church.
In our theology, the church isn’t just some building. It’s a sacred space. It’s the
home of God. It’s the place where we meet God face-to-face. And, how we
(Continued on page 2)

A CALL TO ACTION:

When you’re away this summer, listen in to the live cast on Facebook live,
or watch the sermon on The Highlight Reel—stay connected, even if you’re at the beach!
- Come. Grow. Here. St. Mark's is a place to grow. It’s a place to grow closer in our connection to God. It’s a place to grow
closer to the needs of the world, which God places on our hearts. It’s a place to grow among and with
other people, from diverse backgrounds and perspectives.
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The Lion's Roar

(Continued from page 1)

care for it speaks of how much we value that space, and that holy relationship. Fifty-one years ago it was
built on the corner of Finley and Lewis Streets to serve that generation and subsequent generations. As we
work on it today, we do our part to keep it for generations yet unborn.
Again, thank you,
Fr Rick

Stewardship
If I could borrow a quote from Tammy’s Sunday sermon during the month: ‘God’s Outrageous Generosity’! It
reminded me of our ongoing stewardship theme in 2019 of ‘Gratitude’. We all have something to be grateful
for in our lives and it is good to give back in any way we can. We appreciate all our your continued support
in the health and welfare of St. Mark’s mission and community. You, as parishioners and friends in our community make this all happen. Between donations of your time and materials for the rummage sales, outreach, education, worship, helping those less fortunate, and your ongoing annual pledge commitment to St.
Mark’s makes it all happen. Did you know, for example, that the expenses for personnel and buildings &
grounds alone make up 85% of our 2019 budget? The vestry continues to put all of this to best use, and we
are grateful for all you can do to help. I am sure that each and every one will have different reasons for giving back and it would be great to hear from you on what St. Mark’s means to you, as an important part of the
church community. If you are willing to share a few thoughts, please let me know.

Mark you calendars! Due to popular

demand, we will again be hosting a wine tasting
event in the Fall. We will be beginning to have
regular meetings to organize the event, so if you
would like to be involved please let me (Gerry at
gerry_lesley@hotmail.com) or Lea
(leaoshea4@gmail.com) know. We appreciate
your volunteer time to make this a successful
event, and hope to have a bit of fun in planning
this over the Summer.

Update on Sanctuary Renovations
As you may know, we have slowly been trying to
update the sanctuary. Completed are the floor,
the aisle rug, the painting, and the wonderful
kneelers. Along with all of this, Jim and Therese
Nishimura have graciously donated money for a
new altar. Plans are now underway to design a
simple but lovely altar. We want to provide a
calm and serene place to worship, and we hope
that you are enjoying the changes.
Nancy Brangaccio

Our ASP Group on their way!
2

Birthdays
7/2
7/4
7/6
7/7
7/8

7/9
7/10
7/11
7/13
7/14
7/16
7/17

Aiden Murray
Sandy Gogerty
Beth Kujan
Joan Graff
David Eweka
Maddy Denechaud
Tim Keenan
Jeff West
Tom Defeo
Joseph Hughes
Sue Smith
Ruth Smith
Charlotte McCall
Gretchen DeCoste
Luke Ittycheria
Margaret Murphy
Michael Millan
Marty Urbas
Benjamin Larner
Gerald Creighton
Caitlin Taylor
Jacob Wojnar

7/19
7/20
7/22
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/28
7/29
7/30

Chuck Knill
Tim Opremcak
Mary Urbas
Bucky Menter
Warren Phillips
Annabelle Trucco
Stephen Woolford
Chip Campbell
Ethan Licata
Maryanne Moreck
Sydney Spindler
Rick Morley
Tim Campbell
Christine Thoma

UPCOMING SUNDAYS

Anniversaries
7/2
7/4
7/29

David & Jackie Taylor
William & Susan Wilkes
Daniel & Betsy Spindler

MONTHLY CALENDAR

Sermons & Readings
July 7 - On this holiday weekend, we’ll hear the story
of Jesus sending his disciples out, two by two, to minister to the surrounding areas—empowered to do the
work that they had been called to do.
July 14 - “Who is my neighbor?” It’s maybe the quintessential question of the whole collection of Gospels.
We’ll explore this question, and the answer Jesus
gives.
July 21 - Jesus went to visit his friends, Martha and
Mary of Bethany. Martha spent a lot of time cooking
and cleaning for Jesus. Mary went out and listed to Jesus teach. Martha got mad at Mary for not helping her.
Find out what happened! Drama!
July 28 - On this Sunday Rabbi Robert Green of Congregation B’Nail Israel will be joining us and offering
the sermon.
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Worship:
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:15 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
9am Wednesday in the Sanctuary
July 2
Holly Manor, 10am
July 11
Ridge Oak, 10am
Fellowship Village, 11am
Meetings:
July 8
Wardens & Finance
July 15
Vestry Meeting

Saturdays in Somerville

Every Saturday in September, St. Marks helps distribute food in Somerville for the Somerset County
Food Bank to folks in need who can’t make it to the
food bank during the week. We’ll be looking for volunteers later in the summer. You can help NOW by
donating toilet paper! We call it “spare a
square”. We’ll be collecting rolls in the link all summer. Thanks in advance!

Morristown Soup Kitchen
The July 31st date has been cancelled. The next
date for St. Marks is October 30th.

To make your appointment, go to
www.redcrossblood.org.
•

Someone needs blood every two seconds.

• About one in seven people entering a hospital
need blood.
•
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One pint of blood can save up to three lives.

WARDEN’S CORNER
If you haven’t noticed, the painting project for the upper level of the Sanctuary has been completed. Notice
how lovely and fresh it looks. Thanks to all who donated and participated.
Marcie Hanhart did a great job organizing a lively Charter Day. The tours of our historic Chapel were very
well received, visitors were surprised and interested in the history. We had a large group of kids stop for hair
painting. Our location was great on the way into town, starting the festivities with colorful hair and those who
were shy on the way in would stop on the way out. Marcie also did a great job at handing out flyers for the
Bluegrass and Barbeque event. Thanks Marcie!
What a great night the Bluegrass and Barbeque was, the parish hall was filled with people, the food was
delicious, and the music was wonderful! Who knew the Parish Hall could be made to look like a barn?
Thanks to all who were involved!

On a business note, the Vestry is looking into the church Solar panels and how to manage the contract that
expires in a few years. We are also discussing how to manage rising healthcare costs. Healthcare costs will
be a challenge for our budget going forward and we will somehow have to find the funds to cover increased
costs.
Looking ahead please mark your calendars for the Church Picnic coming up on September 15th and Under
the Tuscan Sun dinner, wine, silent auction and great fellowship on October 12th. The Cottage meetings for
Project Insite will be scheduled from mid to late September. We hope all can attend a meeting, so we gain
information on the parish needs and where St. Marks can improve.
Wishing you a happy and blessed summer.
Joan Graff
Junior Warden

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS
2019 VESTRY
Rector: The Rev. Richard M.C. Morley
Senior Warden: Jim Lunny
Junior Warden: Joan Graff
Grounds: Pete Kochek
Buildings: Jeff Hooper
Outreach: Lea O’Shea
Finance: David Taylor
Stewardship: Gerald Mcdonnell
Christian Education: Laura Mooney
Youth Ministry: Tammy Young
Comm. / Evangelism: Eileen Barna
Membership: Marcie Hanhart
Fellowship: Betsy Coffin
Non-Vestry Positions:
Warden Emeritus: Jim Nishimura
Recording Treasurer: Doug Post
Sunday School Director: John Lyga
J2A Activities Coordinator: Tammy Young
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ST. MARK’S FALL 2019 RUMMAGE SALE
SEPTEMBER 13TH & 14TH , 2019
SAVE THE DATES
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
GIVE OF YOUR TIME
SET UP: Saturday, September 7th 9:30am
SORT: Sunday, September 8th – Thursday, September 12th
DONATIONS: Accepted from Sunday 1:00 PM until Wednesday, September 11th
BAKE SALE: Baked good delivered Thurs PM or Fri/Sat AM
SALE: Friday, September 13th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
Saturday, September 14th (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
CLEAN UP: Saturday, September 14th - 2:30 PM
We need significant donations of your unwanted and un-used items to make this sale the best ever.
Tell you friends and family of the opportunity to donate their unwanted good to the St. Mark’s Rummage Sale.
Please keep in mind the items we cannot accept:
Mattresses or box springs
Electronic equipment over 5 years old. No computer without hard drive, with chips older than Pentium or non-color monitors. No dot matrix printers.
No Cribs or Baby equipment over 5 years old that are not to
safety codes
Sporting equipment over 5 years old
Exercise equipment
Christmas tree stands
Suitcases without wheels
Analog TV, VHS Tapes or Cassettes
Books – only current novels, historical or children’s books.
Shoes – only in good condition.
No gas operated machinery
A Favor Please:
Toys - please bundle parts together
Men’s suits and jackets – please mark the size and pin to lapel.
Mark linen sizes
Please look for the sign up sheet and help make this another successful fund raiser for the church.
We look forward to working with you and sharing in the fellowship.
Harry Woods, Kit McLaughlin and Annabelle Wilmer

6

7

